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Pashinyan, Michel and Aliyev Discuss
Armenian-Azerbaijani Normalization and

BRUSSELS—Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, President of
the European Council Charles Michel,
and Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev
held a trilateral meeting in Brussels on
Saturday.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the deepening humanitarian
crisis in Nagorno-Karabakh, caused
by Azerbaijan’s illegal blocking of the
Lachin Corridor, border delimitation,
border security measures between the
two countries, the unblocking of re-
gional transport and economic infra-
structures, the normalization of rela-

Rights of People of Nagorno-Karabakh

tions between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
the rights and security of the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as issues
related to prisoners, missing persons,
and other humanitarian concerns.

An agreement was reached to
intensify efforts towards resolving all
these issues.

The trilateral meeting was pre-
ceded by a conversation between
Pashinyan and Michel. During the con-
versation, the Armenian prime minis-
ter handed a letter from the president

Continued on page4

NKR President Arayik Harutyunyan Joins
Sit-In Protest at Renaissance Square

STEPANAKERT -- President
of Nagorno-Karabakh, Arayik
Harutyunyan, joined the sit-in pro-
test that began at Renaissance Square
in Stepanakert against the blockade
of Nagorno-Karabakh by Azerbaijan.
Today, he made a statement express-
ing his decision to participate in the
protest and appeal for attention.

“I have decided to join the sit-in
protest at Renaissance Square in
Stepanakert as an additional effort to
attract the attention of the international
community and urge them to fulfill
their assumed obligations through ac-
tive and immediate actions,” said Arayik
Harutyunyan.

Harutyunyan highlighted that if
the situation in Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) does not return to a more
stable course within one week, despite
international intervention, they will re-
sort to stronger actions. However, he
did not specify the nature of these
actions in his speech.

The President of Nagorno-
Karabakh emphasized that during the
blockade, they had hoped for various
international actors to remove the
blockade and prevent its further esca-
lation. Unfortunately, they only re-
ceived kind words and observed no

Continued on page4

Meeting Between President Vahagn
Khachaturyan and Central Committee
Members of the SDHP

YEREVAN — The President of
the Republic of Armenia, Vahagn
Khachaturyan, received the members
of the Central Committee of the So-
cial-Democratic Hunchakian Party
(SDHP), headed by the Chairman of
the Central Committee, Hambik
Sarafian on Tuesday.

In his welcome remarks, Presi-
dent Khachaturyan thanked the repre-
sentatives of the SDHP for their work
and efforts in processes of nationwide
importance.

“I also want to thank you for
your stance. We need to jointly combat
the challenges facing our country at

present. [ am aware that you are famil-
iar with the situation very well; you are
constantly in contact with the Govern-
ment, and you participate in consulta-
tive meetings with extra-parliamentary
political forces. Thus, you are quite
informed.

This means that you, in turn,
present the realistic image and reality
in our country during the contacts
with our compatriots in the Diaspora.

Conveying information is a key
aspect of our work nowadays. When I
am abroad, I make sure to meet with

Continued on page4

PM Pashinyan Congratulates President
Macron on Bastille Day

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan thanked French
President Emmanuel Macron for his
“important support in addressing se-
curity challenges facing Armenia”
when he congratulated him on
France’s National Day on Friday.
Pashinyan also praised his “signifi-
cant and continuing efforts in the
process of a just and lasting settle-
ment of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.”. The message reads:

“Dear Mr. President, Emmanuel,

Onbehalfofthe Armenian people
and myself, [ warmly congratulate you
and the fraternal people of France on
the occasion of the National Day.

More than two centuries ago, on
July 14, 1789, the French people, ral-
lying around the noble ideas of free-
dom, equality, and fraternity, etched
the victory of popular will in the annals
of world history. With the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and the Citizen,
they charted the path of fundamental
freedoms and democracy for the mod-
ern world.

The profound values of univer-
sal significance, upheld by France,
have also served as a wellspring of
inspiration for countless Armenians
who survived the Armenian Geno-
cide and sought refuge in your coun-
try. Missak Manouchian, who laid

down his life for the cause of France
and its freedom, in defense of uni-
versal values, epitomizes the grateful
sentiment of the Armenian people
towards France and its righteous
struggle for freedom.

Seizing this opportunity, 1 ex-
press my gratitude for your historic
decision to transfer the remains of the
Resistance Movement hero, Missak
Manouchian, to the Pantheon. It is the
greatest honor for the entire Armenian
people, as Manouchian and his com-
rades-in-arms became a symbol of
France’s indomitable fight towards
victory against tyranny.

Continued on page4
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ACA Statement in Solidarity With Artsakh

French Senate Speaker Calls for
Defensive Weapons Supply to Armenia

PARIS — The speaker of
France’s upper house of parliament,
Gerard Larcher, has called on the
French government to supply defen-
sive weapons to Armenia.

“I called for the immediate re-
opening of the Lachin corridor, which
connects Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh, and the acceleration of the
delivery of defensive weapons by
France to Armenia to ensure its secu-
rity!” Larcher tweeted after meeting
with Armenian parliament speaker Alen
Simonian in Paris on Thursday.

Larcher is affiliated with The
Republicans, France’s leading center-
right opposition party.

President Emmanuel Macron’s
government signaled the possibility of
such arms supplies when it sent a
delegation of French defense officials
to Yerevan last October. They met
with Defense Minister Suren Papikyan,
Armenian army chief Eduard Asryan
and High-Technology Minister Robert
Khachatryan.

Papikyan visited Paris in Sep-
tember 2022 and June this year. He
met with his French counterpart
Sebastien Lecornu on both occasions.

“France must help Armenia to
defend and protect itself!” Christian
Cambon, the chairman of the French
Senate’s committee on defense and
foreign affairs, tweeted after meeting
with Papikyan on June 19.

European Parliament Committee Urges
Turkey to Acknowledge Armenian Genocide

STRASBOURG — The 2022 re-
port on Turkey, adopted by the Euro-
pean Parliament’s Committee on For-
eign Affairs, calls on Turkey to recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide in order to
“pave the way for genuine reconcilia-
tion between the Turkish and Arme-
nian peoples and to fully respect its
obligations to protect the Armenian
cultural heritage.”

The report notes that the Com-
mittee supports the normalization of
relations between Armenia and Turkey
in the interests of reconciliation, re-
gional stability, security, socio-eco-
nomic development, and welcomes the
progress achieved.

The Committee calls for the
speedy implementation of the agree-
ments reached by the special represen-
tatives, such as the opening of the
airspace and the border between the
two countries, which will put an end to
the economic blockade of Armenia.

The report also calls on both
sides to participate in the process in
good faith and without preconditions.
The Committee expresses hope that
this could give impetus to the normal-
ization of relations in the South
Caucasus region.

Although Turkey was one of the
first countries to recognize Armenia’s
independence from the former Soviet
Union, the countries have no diplo-

matic ties, and Turkey shut down their
common border in 1993, in a show of
solidarity with Azerbaijan, which was
locked in a conflict with Armenia over
the Nagorno-Karabakh region.

Turkey also refuses to recognize
the Armenian genocide, committed
during 1915-1923 when an estimated
1.5 million Armenians were massa-
cred by the Ottoman government. The
overwhelming majority of historians
widely view the event as genocide.

In 2009, Ankara and Yerevan
reached an agreement in Zurich to
establish diplomatic relations and to
open their joint border, but Turkey
later said it could not ratify the deal
until Armenia withdrew from Nagorno-
Karabakh.

In 2020, Turkey strongly backed
Azerbaijan in the six-week conflict
with Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh,
which ended with a Russia-brokered
peace deal that saw Azerbaijan gain
control of a significant part of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

On February 9, 2023, Armenia
sent 100 tons of aid to quake-stricken
Turkey by five trucks through a border
gate between the two countries that was
opened for the first time in 35 years.

In December 2021, the two coun-
tries appointed special envoys to help
normalize relations who have already
had four meetings.

The Armenian Council of America
supports the courageous people of the
Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) who protest against the ille-
gal Azeri blockade of the region that
has lasted for more than 215 days. The
Aliyev regime has tightened its inhu-
mane hold on the region by closing off
the Lachin Corridor, the only lifeline to
the area, to humanitarian organizations
including the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC). This blockade by
the Aliyevregimeisindirect violation of
the February 2023 ruling by the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) which or-
dered Azerbaijan to ensure free move-
ment along the corridor. It is imperative
that the United States support the citi-
zens of Artsakh, and demand
Azerbaijan’s leadership to immediately
cease its ongoing program of ethnic
cleansing and its infringement of human
rights in the region.

The Lachin Corridor, connecting
Artsakh with Armenia, serves as a vital
lifeline for the more than 120,000 in-
digenous Armenian residents of the
region. It has been a critical artery for
the movement of goods, services, and
humanitarian aid. The blockade of this
corridor not only poses severe chal-
lenges to the daily lives of the inhabit-
ants but also restricts their access to
essential resources, medical supplies,
and life-saving medical services. The
blockade has already contributed to
the civilian deaths of Artsakh’s elderly
and children. To date, more than 1,610
citizens have been deprived of neces-
sary medical treatment due to the sus-
pension of planned surgeries in all
medical facilities in Artsakh. Around
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3,900 people include 550 children have
been separated from their homes due
to the blockade, around 11,000 people
have lost their jobs and income due to
the economic impacts of the blockade,
and it is estimated that the Republic of
Artsakh’s economy has lost more than
$409 million marking a 45% decline in
its annual GDP

As much as Azerbaijan would
like to shroud their aggression under a
pretext of local squabbles and politics,
this is clearly a humanitarian crisis.

We demand the immediate re-
moval of the blockade and the restora-
tion of the Lachin Corridor as a func-
tional route for the passage of goods,
services, and humanitarian aid.

We stand in unwavering solidar-
ity with the protest in Artsakh against
the blockade of the Lachin Corridor,
and call upon the United States gov-
ernment to effectuate its promises for
peace in the region and an end to the
suffering of the people of Artsakh at
the hands of Azerbaijan.

— The Armenian Council of
America Board of Directors

ECHR Reaffirms its Decision on Ensuring
Free Movement Through Lachin Corridor

STRASBOURG — On July 12,
the European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR), after examining the request
of the Armenian government to apply
interim measures against Azerbaijan
regarding the unblocking ofthe Lachin
Corridor, decided to reaffirm the deci-
sion made on December 21, 2022,
according to a statement released by
the Office of the Representative on
International Legal Matters on July 17.

The December 21 ruling ordered
Azerbaijan to “take all measures” to
ensure safe passage through the
“Lachin Corridor” for seriously ill per-
sons in need of medical treatment in
Armenia, as well as for others who
were stranded on the road without
shelter or means of subsistence.

With this decision, the European
Court of Human Rights reaffirmed the
need to implement the decision made
on December 21, 2022, in the current
situation, and it must be implemented
by Azerbaijan.

The Lachin Corridor, which is
the only road connecting Nagorno-
Karabakh with Armenia and the rest of
the world, has been blocked by
Azerbaijan since late 2022. The
Azerbaijani blockade constitutes a
gross violation of the 2020 Nagorno-
Karabakh ceasefire agreement, which
established that the Skm-wide Lachin
Corridor shall be under the control of

Russian peacekeepers. Furthermore,
on February 22, 2023, the United Na-
tions’ highest court—the International
Court of Justice (ICJ)—ordered
Azerbaijan to “take all steps at its
disposal” to ensure unimpeded move-
ment of persons, vehicles, and cargo
along the Lachin Corridor in both di-
rections. Azerbaijan has been ignoring
the order ever since. Moreover,
Azerbaijan then illegally installed a
checkpoint on the Lachin Corridor.
The blockade has led to shortages of
essential products such as food and
medication. Azerbaijan has also cut off
gas and power supply to Nagorno-
Karabakh, with officials warning that
Baku seeks to commit ethnic cleansing
against Armenians in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Hospitals have suspended
normal operations, and the Red Cross
has been facilitating the medical evacu-
ations of patients.
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Shootings by Azerbaijan at American-Funded
Iron Smelting Plant under Construction in
Yeraskh are Politically Motivated

YEREVAN — American compa-
nies “VIRTUAL FUNDING” and “CSE
GLOBALINVESTMENTS”JSC, own-
ers of the iron smelting plant under
construction in Yeraskh, have issued a
statement regarding the shootings by
Azerbaijan. They note that the compa-
nies did not violate any provisions of
the international conventions high-
lighted by Azerbaijan. Furthermore,
they state their readiness to demand
compensation for the investments,
losses incurred, and profits not earned
through international legal platforms.
If unarmed workers are fired upon
again, the companies will perceiveitas
a direct attack on American capital
without any environmental motive but
rather as a purely political decision.

Below is the full text of the state-
ment:

Earlier this June, Azerbaijan an-
nounced that in the Yeraskh settlement
of Armenia, a metallurgical plant is
being constructed, which will gener-
ate environmental problems for their
country. In its statement issued on
June 8th, “GTB Steel” LLC, the Com-
pany we founded in Armenia, stated
that the Company received a positive
conclusion on the environmental im-
pact with the relevant expertise re-
quirements, which comply with all
international standards.

Five days later, on June 13,
Azerbaijan started shootings in the di-
rection of the plant that we are con-
structing. The shootings continue to
this day-

During this time, our two em-
ployees suffered serious injuries- ?he
Company’s tractor, crane, and truck
had been damaged and are no longer
operational. We have published the
photo and video footage thereof.

Ambassadors, diplomatic repre-
sentatives, international observers, and
journalists from different countries have
also documented the foregoing facts.

We believe it is relevant to point
out the following essential points:

1- The claims that the plant being
constructed in Yeraskh will create eco-
logical problems for Azerbaijan are
false. Our plant is not a metallurgical,
where metal is extracted from ore, but
rather a metal smelter, where through
casting the finished metals we will get
rebar. In this case, there are no harm-
ful emissions to the atmosphere or the
environment and tailings. No waste
either. A similar plant, i.e. “Baku Steel

Company”, is now operating in the
capital of Azerbaijan. That company
casts four times more iron per year
than is planned to be cast in our plant,
and is located 400 meters away from
residential houses.

2- The residential houses in the
Yeraskh community are located about
300 meters away from our plant, and
the nearest Azerbaijani village
Hyderabad is 1,8 km away. There-
fore, there can be no intention to
generate an environmental problem
for Azerbaijan. A similar plant is lo-
cated in Charentsavan city of Armenia,
which covers the entire city and sur-
rounding villages with tens of thousands
of citizens within a radius of 1.8 km.

3- The plant will operate with a
water cooling system, assuming that
used water is in closed circulation and
will not discharge the plant area. It’s
like the coolant used in vehicle engine
that never discharges from the vehicle.
Azerbaijan also emphasizes the pos-
sible pollution/contamination of the
river Araks, which, is 6 km away from
the plant. Even if we intend to pollute
theriver, it would be impossible for us.

4- The furnace chimney of our
plant will be of 33 meters height and
equipped with a three-stage filtration
system, thus the air rising through the
chimney will have no negative impact
on the environment. This was con-
firmed during the EIA examination,
which lasted more than 6 months.

Thus, we have not violated any
provisions of the international conven-
tions that Azerbaijan points out, as the
type of plant and productivity of the
plant we are constructing will not cause
any crossborder impact. To prove these
claims, we are ready to discuss them
with international experts both in per-
son and remotely. The foregoing will
be followed by our actions in interna-
tional legal authorities.

We will spare no efforts and will
claim for investments made, the loss
incurred, and profit not earned. Let us
mention that we have all grounds,
including those documented by the
diplomatic representatives of about 40
countries.

In case our statement is ignored,
and shootings in the direction of our
unarmed workers continue, we will
consider this as a direct attack on
American capital without any environ-
mental motive, but rather upon a politi-
cal decision.
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Armenia Expects 60% Surge in Trade
With Russia in 2023

YEREVAN—Economy Minister
Vahan Kerobyan predicted on Wednes-
day a continued sharp increase in
Armenia’s trade with Russia resulting
in large measure from the Western
economic sanctions against Moscow.

Russian-Armenian trade doubled
last year and in the first five months of
this year. Kerobyan predicted that trade
is very likely to surge by 60% in 2023
(as opposed to 2022)

“Last year, our trade turnover
with Russia reached more than $5
billion and we have been seeing its
doubling,” Kerobyan told the TASS
news agency as he attended a trade
exhibition in the Russian city of
Yekaterinburg. “Armenia economy is
growing at double-digit rate now and |
think the trade with Russia will grow
by 50-60% at the end of the year,”
Kerobyan concluded. The minister em-

phasized that Russia is the number one
trade partner for Armenia.

Armenian government data shows
that the trade with Russia totaled $2.5
billion in January-May 2023, com-
pared with about $1.2 billion with the
European Union.

The unprecedented upward trend
is primarily driven by Armenian ex-
ports to Russia that tripled in 2022 and
January-May 2023. Goods manufac-
tured in third countries and re-ex-
ported by Armenian firms are thought
to have accounted for most of that
gain. They include consumer electron-
ics as well as other hi-tech goods and
components.

According to Armenia’s National
Statistical Committee, Armenia’s for-
eign trade turnover in January-May
2023 soared by almost 87% year-on-
year to over $7.3 billion

Prosecutors Pursue Seizure of Properties and
Assets Linked to Former President

Robert Kocharyan and His Family

YEREVAN—The Office of
Armenia’s Prosecutor General an-
nounced today its decision to con-
fiscate a string of properties and
assets owned by ex-President
Robert Kocharyan and seven in-
dividuals affiliated with him,
namely his wife, children, and
their spouses.

The Office of the Prosecutor
General stated that, based on the writ-
ten application from the Department
for Confiscation of Property of Illegal
Origin, a preliminary measure was taken
to secure the claim.

According to the preliminary in-
vestigation results, the following prop-
erties and assets were deemed illegal

and subject to confiscation:

20 pieces of real estate primarily
located in the Kentron administrative
district of Yerevan.

2 vehicles.

Shares in 18 Armenian and for-
eign legal entities.

Deposits and securities amount-
ing to over $1.5 million.

Loans of about 10 billion drams
(approximately $26 million) granted to
individuals and legal entities.

Approximately 22 billion drams
(around $57 million) representing the
total balance of funds of illegal origin,
funds transferred to third parties in
good faith, and other unidentified ex-
penditures.
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Dr. Bruce Boghosian Appointed
AUA President

YEREVAN -- After ameticulous
and intensive search process, the
American University of Armenia (AUA)
is pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Dr. Bruce Boghosian as the
next University President, effective
September 1, 2023.

Dr. Bruce Boghosian was se-
lected by the Board of Trustees from a
deep, diverse, and excellent pool. Cur-
rently a professor in the Department of
Mathematics at Tufts University with
secondary appointments in the De-
partments of Computer Science and
Physics, he previously served as Presi-
dent of AUA from 2010 to 2014, lead-
ing the University through rapid ex-
pansion, including the creation of un-
dergraduate programs. He received the
“Order of the Republic of Armenia,”
awarded by the Prime Minister, for his
service as president and continued to
be involved in the AUA community
following his departure, including at-
tending graduation ceremonies, and
collaborating with faculty on different
projects and initiatives.

An award-winning teacher, Dr.
Boghosian has been a professor at
Tufts University since 2000. He has
served in a variety of leadership roles
at Tufts, including Chair of the De-
partment of Mathematics and Co-Di-
rector of the Master of Arts Program
in Data Analytics. He was elected to
Fellowship in the American Physical
Society in 2000 and named a Distin-
guished Scholar of Tufts University in
2010, a Fellow of the Jonathan M.
Tisch College of Civic Life in 2018,
and a Fellow of Tufts’ Data Intensive
Studies Center in 2019.

Dr. Boghosian earned his degrees
from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, including a Bachelor of
Science in physics, a Master of Sci-

ence in nuclear engineering, and a
Ph.D. in applied science and engineer-
ing. His research spans the areas of
applied dynamical systems, applied
probability theory, kinetic theory,
mathematical models of the economy,
and complex systems science, among
others.

Chair ofthe AUA Board of Trust-
ees Dr. Lawrence Pitts is delighted to
welcome Dr. Boghosian back to AUA.
“The University is expanding its facili-
ties and student body to help Armenia
meet its needs for growth and prosper-
ity,” he said. “The AUA Board believes
that Dr. Boghosian is ideally suited to
help us achieve AUA’s expansion and
to guide and enhance AUA’s excellent
education of its students. There is
much to do, and Dr. Boghosian’s love
for and commitment to Armenia and
his extensive background in higher
education make him the right person
for this position.”

Since December, the leadership
has been occupied by Interim Presi-
dent Dr. Der Kiureghian, who gra-
ciously accepted the temporary role
following the resignation of Dr. Karin
Markides. His prior experience as AUA
President from 2014 to 2019 allowed
him to deftly steward the University
through a critical period of transition,
allowing the Board of Trustees the
time and latitude necessary to suc-
cessfully search for a new President.

“The AUA Board of Trustees and
indeed the entire AUA community are
endlessly grateful to Dr. Der Kiureghian
for stepping in again as the University’s
President on short notice,” said Dr.
Pitts. “His experience and dedication
has allowed AUA to continue to grow
and function exceedingly well while
we appointed Dr. Boghosian. Thank
you, Armen, for your dedicated ser-
viceto AUA.”

Pashinyan, Michel and Aliyev Discuss

Continued from page 1

of Nagorno-Karabakh to the head of
the European Council, as requested by
Michel.

Prior to the meeting, Artsakh
President Arayik Harutyunyan sent let-
ters to the heads of all UN Security
Council member states, the UN Secre-
tary-General, the OSCE Chairperson-
in-Office, the President of the Euro-
pean Council, the Secretary-General
ofthe Council of Europe, as well as the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Ar-
menia. In the letters, he urged them to
fulfill their international obligations
promptly and implement effective mea-
sures to halt the illegal and complete
blockade imposed on Artsakh by
Azerbaijan, and to put an end to the
systematic mass crimes and acts of
terrorism against the people of Artsakh.

Speaking after the trilateral meet-
ing, Michel gave no indications that
Aliyev and Pashinyan narrowed their
differences on a peace treaty. He said
he urged them to “take further coura-
geous steps to ensure decisive and
irreversible progress on the normaliza-
tion track.”

“Even though our meeting took
place in the context of a worrying

increase in tensions on the ground, I
noted an important momentum in the
political discussions and efforts,”
Michel said in a statement to the press.

“The Armenian and Azerbaijani
leaders once again fully reconfirmed
the respect for the other country’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty
based on the understanding that
Armenia’s territory covers 29,800
square kilometers and Azerbaijan’s
86,600 square kilometers.”

“Real progress depends on the
next steps that will need to be taken in
the near future,” added the president
of the European Council, the EU’s top
decision-making body.

Michel stated that Karabakh’s
Armenian population “needs reassur-
ances first and foremost regarding the
rights and security.” He signaled no
further progress on this issue wasmade
in Brussels.

Turning to the Azerbaijani block-
ade and the resulting humanitarian cri-
sis in Karabakh, Michel said he dis-
cussed with Aliyev and Pashinyan “pos-
sible concrete steps to help bring the
situation back to normal.” “I empha-
sized the need to open the Lachin
road,” he said without reporting any
understandings on this score.
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NKR President Arayik Harutyunyan

Continued from page 1

practical implementation of the tripar-
tite statement, rulings of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, decisions of
the ECtHR, or calls from other actors.

He noted that this action is in-
tended to encourage Armenia, Russia,
the UN Security Council, authorized
bodies, and other actors to refrain
from endorsing or ignoring
Azerbaijan’s aggressive and criminal
actions. Additionally, they aim to en-
sure that these actors fulfill their obli-
gations to properly implement the tri-
partite statements and rulings of the
International Court of Justice.

The President of Nagorno-
Karabakh expressed confidence that
tangible results can be achieved in this
struggle through sit-in protests and
protest actions in different countries.
He stated, “The international commu-
nity should recognize the determina-
tion and support of the Armenian people
of Artsakh, as the Armenian people
hold the key to the Armenian and wor-
thy future of Artsakh.”

“Joining the sit-in protest is an
extreme step aimed at fulfilling my
constitutional, civil, and national obli-
gations. In this situation, I have not

found a more effective option,” Arayik
Harutyunyan explained, assuring that
this action will not affect the function-
ing of the state system in any way.

The Karabakh leader emphasized
that Karabakh is fighting for the in-
alienable realization, recognition, and
protection of the right to self-determi-
nation. Harutyunyan highlighted the
obstacles faced, including the obstruc-
tion of movement of Artsakh’s popu-
lation, a complete ban on humanitarian
supplies, restrictions on gas and elec-
tricity, and military aggression and
provocations. These actions are aimed
at suppressing the free will and the
rightto self-determination of the people
of Artsakh, ultimately leading to forced
enslavement and ethnic cleansing.

“We are fighting for our home-
land and the inalienable realization, rec-
ognition, and protection of the right to
self-determination. This right is natu-
ral and cannot be subject to bargaining
or concessions. Under the prevailing
systemic policy of ethnic hatred and
discrimination against the Armenian
people in Azerbaijan, the Armenians of
Artsakh face a real threat of physical
destruction,” Arayik Harutyunyan con-
cluded.

Meeting Between President Vahagn
Khachaturyan and SDHP

Continued from page 1

representatives of our community, and
I notice that one of the main issues is
the lack of information, as well as
disinformation. You are doing an im-
portant job in that context by passing
on the information. It is difficult for a
person living abroad to find the truth in
this endless flow of information, and
in many cases, it is even impossible to
find it,” President Khachaturyan noted.

The President assured that the
Government of the Republic of Arme-
nia, admitting and understanding all
the vulnerabilities and difficulties, fol-
lows the path it has embarked on. “We
believe that the solution to the existing
situation should be sought solely around
the negotiation table, and we should
bring the idea of peaceful coexistence
with our neighbors to life. However,
this does not imply that it should be
done at the expense of our dignity or
the territories of the Republic of Arme-
nia. We all have to assess our further
actions and move forward,” the Presi-

dent noted.

Hambik Sarafian, the Chairman
ofthe Central Committee of the SDHP,
expressed his gratitude for the recep-
tion. “We agree with your observa-
tions. We need an open dialogue with
the people both in Armenia and the
Diaspora... We are in a difficult situa-
tion, and people need to be provided
with accurate information, free from
political manipulation and non-mislead-
ing. We have always expressed will-
ingness and approached this matter
with determination, and we always
talk about the difficulties as well as the
successes,” Hambik Sarafian noted.

During the meeting, the sides
touched upon the existing challenges,
priorities, and security issues. The
members of the Central Board of the
Social-Democratic Hunchakian Party
reaffirmed their willingness to be ac-
tively involved and provide support in
the search for solutions to the prob-
lems facing our country and to join
efforts in addressing pan-Armenian
issues.

PM Pashinyan Congratulates
President Macron

Continued frompage 1

Armenia greatly values the privi-
leged relations established between our
two nations, as exemplified by our
close high-level political dialogue and
dynamically developing cooperation
across all spheres.

We are thankful for your signifi-
cant and ongoing efforts in the pro-
cess of achieving a just and lasting
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, as well as your vital support
in addressing the security challenges
facing Armenia. We particularly ap-

preciate France’s attention and en-
deavors in safeguarding the endan-
gered historical and cultural heritage
of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Once again, I extend my con-
gratulations on the occasion of the
National Day of the French Republic,
and I wish you success in your impor-
tant mission. I also reiterate my invita-
tion to you for a state visit to Armenia
in the near future.

With warm regards,

Nikol Pashinyan

Prime Minister of the Republic of
Armenia”
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Trip Includes

Transportation in Armenia

6 lunches/2 dinners

Entrance fee to all sightseeing destinations

$3,099 per person

with flight

Guided Trip Led by
Norayr Daduryan

Roundtrip airfare from LAX via Lufthansa Airlines

Hotel accommodation at Marriott Hotel (double occupancy)

Single Occupancy available for an additional $600

$1 ,6 99 per person

land only

DADUR TRAVEL

Blessing of Holy |
Oil at Etchmiadzin |

2023

AUTUMN TRIP TO ARMENIA
SEPT25-0CT5 A

Book Now
(626) 660-9443
norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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