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Starting at 5:00 pm

DE LUXE BANQUET HALL
237 East Olive Avenue
Burbank, CA 91502

Reserve your tickets by August 11, 2023
Call: 626+344.7321
Email: info@aebu.org

To donate, please visit us at
www.AEBU.org/donate

I * B ! or send your checks to:
Ly AEBU Scholarship Fund Committee
1060 North Allen Avenue « Pasadena, CA 91104
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Pashinyan to Agence France-Presse:
Yerevan Red Lines - Territorial Integrity and Sovereignty of Armenia,

YEREVAN -- The territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Arme-
nia, as well as the rights and secu-
rity of the Armenians in Nagorno-
Karabakh, are the red lines of
Yerevan in negotiations with Baku,
according to Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan in an inter-
view with Agence France-Presse.

“According to our position, the
issue of the rights and security of
the people of Nagorno-Karabakh
should be resolved through dialogue,
negotiations, and discussions with
the participation of representatives

Rights and Security of the

ot 1 1 i PTG
| _ 2 V 7

from Nagorno-Karabakh. We call this
the Baku-Stepanakert dialogue,”
Pashinyan noted and continued:
“However, given the imbalance of
power between Nagorno-Karabakh
and Azerbaijan, we believe thatif we
leave Stepanakert and Baku to face
each other directly, Baku might have
the opportunity to either ignore this
agenda or play the role of a dictator
instead of being a participant in the
dialogue. That is why, in our opin-
ion, this dialogue should take place
within the framework of interna-
tional mechanisms, with the interna-

Chairman Menendez Announces NDAA
Amendments to Curb Azerbaijani Aggression

WASHINGTON, DC - Today,
U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-N.J.),
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, announced the intro-
duction of key foreign policy amend-
ments to hold Azerbaijan accountable
for its aggression against Armenians
both in Armenia and Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh), pursue accountability for
alleged war crimes, and halt exports of
military equipment to Baku.

Amendment Ending 907 Waiver

“Less than a year after
Azerbaijan’s assault on eastern Arme-
nia and more than two hundred days
into the Aliyev regime’s blockade of
Nagorno Karabakh’s indigenous Ar-
menian population, it is clear that
Azerbaijan has both used offensive
force and continues to blockade vul-
nerable Armenians,” said Chairman
Menendez. “Annual use of the 907
waiver violates the spirit of the Free-
dom Support Act. Moreover, given
Azerbaijan’s aggressive behavior, it is
clear that conditions for use of the
waiver are not being met, including
certification that use of the waiver will
not enable offensive actions against
Armenia. Given this mockery of the
law, it is high time to end the waiver
through the National Defense Authori-

NDAA

NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT

zation Act process and pressure Baku
to finally end its aggressive actions
toward Armenians. [ stand with the
people of Nagorno Karabakh, who are
facing the threat of famine, and the
people of Armenia, who continue to
recover from their own trauma as a
result of Azerbaijan’s incursions into
their homeland.”

This amendment prohibits the
continued use of an exemption waiver
of Section 907 of the Freedom Sup-
port Act, which has been the law
since 1992, and bans most assistance
to the Government of Azerbaijan until
it takes demonstrable steps to cease
all blockades and other offensive uses

Continued on page4

Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh

tional community present as wit-
nesses.”

Nikol Pashinyan once again sig-
naled that a humanitarian crisis is
worsening in Nagorno-Karabakh.

The journalist asked if he be-
lieves in a lasting peace with
Azerbaijan.

“If I didn't believe in it, then it
wouldn't make sense to participate
in the negotiation process at all. How-
ever, believing doesn't guarantee that
we will achieve a result because, of
course, this depends not only on me
but also on the position of the Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan,” the Armenian
leader replied. He noted that the in-
ternational situation, the humanitar-
ian situation, various human fac-
tors, and political situations also play
a role in this process.

According to him, the most sig-
nificant obstacle to progress in the
negotiations is Azerbaijan's prolonged
aggressive rhetoric, hate speech, acts
of hatred against Armenians and ev-
erything Armenian, and the evident
policy of revenge towards the Arme-
nians, the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh, and the clear policy of
ethnic cleansing.

Continued on page 4

Iran Does Not
Accept Any Border
Changes in the
Region: Ebrahim
Rais to Ararat
Mirzoyan

TEHRAN—Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan discussed Armenia’s
ongoing peace talks with Azerbaijan
and described the Islamic Republic as
his country’s “special partner” during
a visit to Tehran on Monday.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said Mirzoyan briefed Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi on the “latest de-
velopments in the process of normal-
ization of Armenia-Azerbaijan rela-
tions” and reaffirmed the Armenian
government’s position on the “estab-
lishment of lasting peace in the South
Caucasus.” The issue also topped
the agenda of his separate talks with
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian held earlier in the
day. Mirzoyan complained about
Azerbaijan’s continuing blockade of
Nagorno-Karabakh’s only land link
with Armenia, saying that it is ham-
pering a peace deal currently being
discussed by Baku and Yerevan.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran

Continued on page3

Mirzoyan Meeting with Lavrov and Bayramov:
Situation in Artsakh is Close to
Humanitarian Catastrophe

MOSCOW — Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov signaled
lingering major obstacles to an Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani peace deal late
on Tuesday after hosting fresh
talks between his Armenian and
Azerbaijani counterparts in Mos-
CoOw.

Lavrov described the trilateral
talks as “useful” but reported no
concrete agreements reached by the
three ministers.

He said he stressed the need to
end a grave humanitarian crisis in

Nagorno-Karabakh resulting from
Azerbaijan’s blockade of the Lachin
corridor supposedly controlled by
Russian peacekeepers. But he gave
no indications that Baku agreed to
unblock Armenia’s vital supplies of
food, medicine, energy and other
essential items to Karabakh.

In his opening remarks at the
talks, Armenian Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan said the “illegal”
blockade is “complicating the nego-

Continued on page4
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Armenia Says Ratification of Rome Statute
Not Aimed Against Russia

IRKUTSK — The Deputy
Speaker of Armenia’s National As-
sembly Hakob Arshakyan downplayed
Russia’s concerns that Armenia’s ac-
cession to the Rome Statute could be
directed against Russia.

“During the 37th session of the
Armenian-Russian Inter-Parliamentary
Commission on Cooperation inresponse
to the concerns expressed by the
Deputy Chairman of the Federation
Council of the Russian Federation Yuri
Vorobyov, Vice Speaker Hakob
Arshakyan stated that the issue of
Armenia’s accession to the Rome Stat-
ute is being actively discussed by ex-
perts of Armenian and Russian foreign
ministries, and it is in no way directed
against Russia, but will serve to pre-
vent Azerbaijani encroachments on the
sovereign territory of Armenia,” the
press service of the Armenian National
Assembly reported.

The Armenian parliament said
Arshakyan expressed confidence that
a legal solution of the issue acceptable
to Armenia and Russia will be found.
He also emphasized that the process of
ratification of the Rome Statute had
started much earlier than the decision
made by the International Court of
Justice against the Russian President.

“This circumstance proves that
the process could not and cannot be
directed against Russia in any way,”
the National Assembly said.

Vorobyov brought up the issue
during the meeting held in the Siberian
city of Irkutsk. He referred to the
Armenian Constitutional Court’s deci-
sion in March to give the green light for
parliamentary ratification of the treaty,
also known as the Rome Statute.

“While we proceed from the as-
sumption that this step by our Arme-

nian partners does not have an anti-
Russian subtext, in practice it is caus-
ing significant damage to Russian-Ar-
menianrelations,” Russian news agen-
cies quoted Vorobyov as saying.

“We call on our allies to once
again carefully consider the implica-
tions of joining the Rome Statute and
assess potential risks to allied relations
with Russia,” he told deputy speaker
Hakob Arshakyan and other members
of the Armenian parliament attending
the meeting.

Armenia signed the Rome Statute
in 1998, but has not ratified it after the
Constitutional Court in 2004 found
that the treaty’s obligations contra-
dicted several provisions of the Con-
stitution in effect at the time.

In late 2022, the Armenian gov-
ernment asked the Constitutional Court
to examine the constitutionality of the
Rome Statute.

According to the government,
the ratification of this document would
allow it to initiate legal proceedings
against Azerbaijan (for war crimes
committed in Nagorno-Karabakh and
Armenia) at the ICC.

On March 24, Armenia’s Consti-
tutional Court ruled that the country’s
obligations under the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court (ICC)
comply with the Basic Law.

On March 17 of this year, the
International Criminal Court issued an
arrest warrant for ‘war crimes’ for
Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Maria Lvova-Belova, Russia’s com-
missioner for children’s rights, who
according to an ICC statement ‘bear
individual criminal responsibility for
the abduction and deportation of Ukrai-
nian children since Russia’s full-scale
invasion began in February last year.’

US State Department: Lachin Corridor Must
Be Opened Immediately

WASHINGTON, DC — “The
United States remains deeply concerned
that Azerbaijan continues to close the
Lachin Corridor to commercial, hu-
manitarian, and private vehicles,’ said
Mathew Miller, U.S. State Department
spokesman in response to a question
from Radar Armenia.

He said stopping movement for
humanitarian purposes worsens the
humanitarian situation and undermines
confidence-building efforts in the peace
process.

‘Commercial, humanitarian, and
private vehicle movement through the
Lachin Corridor should be restored
immediately. We consistently support
the view thatpeace in the region should
include ensuring the rights and secu-
rity of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh.
We welcome the dialogue that ad-
vances this goal,” Miller was quoted as
saying.

The Lachin corridor has been
blocked by Azerbaijanis since Decem-
ber 12 last year. Some 120,000 people
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Turkey Has No Business Deciding Future of
Russian Peacekeepers Stationed in Nagorno-
Karabakh

MOSCOW — Turkey has no
business deciding how long Russian
peacekeepers should remain stationed
in Nagorno-Karabakh, the Russian
Foreign Ministry said on Thursday.

The ministry spokeswoman,
Maria Zakharova, responded to Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
who said last week that the peacekeep-
ing contingent must leave Karabakh in
2025 in line with a Russian-brokered
agreement that stopped the 2020 Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani war.

Under that agreement, the 2,000
or so Russian soldiers, deployed along
the current Karabakh “line of contact”
and in the Lachin corridor right after
the six-week war, will stay there for at
least five years. The peacekeeping
operation can be repeatedly extended
by five more years if Armenia and
Azerbaijan do not object to that.

Speaking at the end of a NATO
summit in Vilnius on July 12, Erdogan
expressed confidence that Moscow
will honor the truce accord and the
five-year timeline set by it.

“Ankara is not a party to the
statement of Russia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan dated November 9, 2020,”
Zakharova told a news briefing in
Moscow.

“It was on the basis of this docu-
ment that the Russian peacekeeping
contingent was deployed in the zone of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,” she
said. “And it is in this document that
both the terms of stay of the contin-
gent and the parameters of its possible
extension for the next five-year period
are laid out.”

Azerbaijanregularly emphasizes
that the peacekeeping forces are de-
ployed in the conflict zone on a “tem-
porary” basis. It has increasingly criti-
cized them during its seven-month
blockade of the Lachin corridor con-
demned by Armeniaand Karabakh as a
gross violation of the ceasefire.

Baku accused the peacekeepers
of supporting “Armenian army units”
in Karabakh when it rejected on July

16 Moscow’s latest calls for an imme-
diate end to the blockade. A senior
Russian diplomat strongly denied the
claim.

The Russians have also been criti-
cized by Armenia for their failure to
ensure unfettered traffic through
Karabakh’s sole land link with the
outside world envisaged by the 2020
accord.

Zakharova again defended the
peacekeepers, saying that they are play-
ing a “stabilizing role” in Karabakh.
“Maintaining peace in the South
Caucasus is in the interests of both
Azerbaijan and Armenia, and, I think,
all countries of the region, including
Turkey,” she said.

Maria Zakharova refused to say
whether Russian peacekeeping con-
tingent could use helicopters and air-
craft to deliver food, medicines and
othernecessities to Nagorno-Karabakh
that has been blocked by Azerbaijan
since last December.

“We work with all sides not only
in the public plane — this is to the
question of methodology. As for the
delivery of humanitarian aid, we un-
derstand that individual countries and
international structures are currently
working on various options to resolve
this issue,” Zakharova said.

Canada to Contribute to EU Monitoring
Mission in Armenia

YEREVAN — Canada will con-
tribute to the EU Mission in Armenia
(EUMA). EU’s Political and Security
Committee has decided that the contri-
bution of Canada to the Mission is
acceptable and significant.

The decision was made on the
basis of the recommendation of the
leadership of the EU monitoring mis-
sion.

“The contribution from Canada
to the European Union Mission in Ar-
menia (EUMA) is accepted and is con-
sidered to be significant. Canada is
exempted from financial contributions
to the budget of EUMA?”, the decision
reads.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
commended the decision, saying “it as
an important contribution for the

Mission’s role in enhancing stability
and peace in the South Caucasus.”

Canada will be exempted from
financial contributions to the budget of
EUMA.

EUMA is a non-armed civilian
Common Security and Defense Policy
(CSDP) Mission. EUMA observe and
reports on the security situation along
the Armenian side of the border with
Azerbaijan. It aims to contribute to
human security in conflict-affected
areas in Armenia and help build confi-
dence between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The Mission has a two-year man-
date and involves up to 100 staff,
including EU experts and monitors.
The Operational Headquarters of the
mission is in Yeghegnadzor, in
Armenia’s Vayots Dzor province.

in Nagorno-Karabakh are facing a hu-
manitarian crisis, including 30,000

children, 20,000 elderly people and
about 9,000 people with disabilities.
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Armenian Ministry of Environment
Denies Azerbaijani Claims About
Alleged Environmental Threat Caused by
Mining Companies in Armenia

YEREVAN-The Armenian Min-
istry of Environment said it takes note
of the open letter sent by a number of
alleged Azerbaijani “civil society orga-
nizations” referring to an alleged “seri-
ous environmental crisis caused by the
regional and global environmental im-
pact of the activities carried out in the
mining industry of the Republic of
Armenia”.

The Armenian ministry’s re-
sponse reads as follows, ‘The allega-
tions in the letter are manifestly false.
This is not the first time that
Azerbaijan—whose own record on
environmental issues is notoriously
poor—has sought to use alleged “civil
society organizations” to make false
accusations against Armenia for pub-
lic relations purposes. Just last De-
cember, Azerbaijan organized and di-
rected many of the very same types of
organizations to hold so-called envi-
ronmental “protests” blocking the
Goris-Stepanakert highway, thereby
cutting off the 120,000 ethnic Arme-
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh from the
outside world and causing serious con-
sequences to the environment in
Artsakh.

That such “protests” were
pretextual and in reality led by
Azerbaijan can be seen from the fact
that the “protesters” dispersed as soon
as Azerbaijan was able to replace them
with a Government checkpoint imped-
ing traffic along the same road.

The claims made in the open letter
are entirely without foundation and are
unworthy of a response. The Ministry of
Environment nonetheless wishes to
briefly make the following points:

— With respect to the alleged
pollution of water resources (men-
tioned in the preface of the open letter
and its points 1-3), the Ministry notes
that there are water quality monitoring
points in all transboundary sections of
rivers in Armenia, where the monitor-
ing of all water quality parameters,
including heavy metals, is carried out
at monthly intervals. According to the
law, mining enterprises monitor water
quality and atmospheric air and soil
pollution, and the results are submitted
to the Ministry in the form of quarterly
and annual reports, which are then
published. At the same time, Armenia
is the only member country of the
“Extractive Industries Transparency
Initiative” in the Caucasus region,
which proves the importance Armenia

T

accords to open and accountable man-
agement of natural resources.

—Inresponse to point 4 of the open
letter, the Ministry observes that the
”Sotk” gold mine was lawfully assigned
to the Armenian Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic in 1964, and so it now belongs to the
Republic of Armenia on the basis of
succession. The open letter is simply
wrong that the European Court of Hu-
man Rights has ruled that Armenia has
violated “rights to ecological balance”;
no such decision exists.

— Point 5 of the open letter mis-
represents the judgments of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights of 14
February 2019. In those judgments,
the Court accepted that the implemen-
tation of the Teghout copper-molyb-
denum deposit exploitation project was
in the public interest. It granted com-
pensation to Armenian nationals only
because their properties had been ex-
propriated for this project. Contrary to
what the open letter states, the Court
did not consider the mining activities in
question to be illegal.

-The mine with the name men-
tioned in point 6 of the letter is neither
located in nor operated by the Republic
of Armenia.

— As for the Akhtala Ore Pro-
cessing Combine mentioned in point 7
of the letter, it is being operated with a
new technology, which does not pro-
vide for the use of tailings.

-The factory with the name men-
tioned in point 8 of the open letter is
neither located in nor operated by the
Republic of Armenia.

-What is mentioned in point 9 of
the open letter does not correspond to
reality, because there is no factory
engaged in the production of copper,
zinc and lead in the Kotayk region of
the Republic of Armenia.

-Point 10 of the open letter is also
not true, because there is no copper
smelter in the Gegharkunik region of
the Republic of Armenia.

— As for the Yeraskh factory, it
fully complies with international envi-
ronmental standards.

— As for the Amulsar mine, it has
not yet entered the operational phase,
so there is no question of any contami-
nation. And when it begins operation,
the highest international benchmark of
environmental risk management will
be followed, and its implementation
will be strictly monitored, including by
international organizations.
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Armenia’s Job Market Soars:
Over 719,000 Jobs Created, a Remarkable
5.6% Surge from Last Year
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YEREVAN - Armenia’s State
Revenue Committee informs that, ac-
cording to the data of income tax and
social contribution calculations sub-
mitted by taxpayers for the month of
June 2023, the number of income-
earning workplaces was 719,274.
This figure exceeded the number from
the nine months of the previous year
by 38,224, representing a growth of
5.6%.
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Simultaneously, the committee
reports that, based on accounting docu-
ments (including cash register receipts)
issued by taxpayers during June 2023,
there were 55.4 million transactions
with a total value of 1044.5 billion
AMD. These numbers surpassed the
indicators for the same period of the
previous year by 2.6 million transac-
tions or 5.0% in quantity and by 204.7
billion AMD or 24.4% in value.

Armenia to Host 2024 World Conference on
Information Technologies

YEREVAN — The §
2024 World Conference on
Information Technologies
(WCIT), will be held in
Yerevan, Chief of Staff of
the Prime Minister Arayik [
Harutyunyan has in-
formed.

Armenia last hosted
the event in October2019.
More than 2500 people

from 70 countries attend \ A ?

the Congress.

The World Congress on Infor-
mation Technology (WCIT) is one of
the largest & most prestigious ICT
events in the world. It features discus-
sions related to the evolution of the

CIT 2019

YEREVAN

Includes sessions on

Digital Age.
topics ranging from artificial intelli-
gence, virtual reality, smart cities to
cybersecurity, climate change, and
more.

Iran Does Not Accept Any Border Changes

Continued frompage 1

does not accept any geopolitical
changes, changes in the borders of the
countries in the region, and supports
the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of all the countries in the region,”
Ebrahim Raisi said, according to the
press service of the President of Iran.
Raisi also emphasized the importance
of improving Armenian-Iranian rela-
tions and added that Tehran does not
see any obstacles in this regard.

“Armenia’s Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan, assessing Iran’s po-
sitions on the developments in the
Caucasus region, stated that Armenia
will never become a platform for anti-
Iranian actions and always emphasizes
the expansion of regional security and
peace,” said the official statement from
the Iranian side.

Mirzoyan praised Tehran’s stance
on the “inviolability of our state bor-
ders” during a joint news briefing
with Amir-Abdollahian. “For us, Iran

has always been and remains and will
continue to be a special partner, in-
cluding in overcoming the challenges
in the current difficult conditions,”
he said.

“The South Caucasus region is
of great importance for Iran,” Amir-
Abdollahian said during the press con-
ference. “Iran welcomes the conver-
gence between the countries of the
region and the progress in the peace
talks between Armeniaand Azerbaijan,”
he added. “Iran is focused on estab-
lishing peace in the Caucasus region,”
he said, adding that his recent meeting
with Azerbaijani President Aliyev, his
meeting with the Prime Minister of
Armenia in recent months, and today’s
meeting with the Foreign Minister of
Armenia can be considered as Iran’s
endeavors to establish stable peace
and security in the region. According
to him, Tehran believes that peace and
security among its neighbors corre-
spond to the common interests of the
countries in the region.
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Armenian Owned AJR Trucking Company
Receives Awards in National Postal Forum

Armenian owned AJR Trucking,
one of the leading carriers of the United
States Postal Service, was honored to
be among the award winners at the
National Postal Forum (NPF) confer-
ence this year. The company was
awarded in the ‘Transportation Part-
ner of the Year’ and ‘Supplier Excel-
lence’ categories.

The first award presented to AJR
Trucking was Transportation Partner
of the Year 2022. The award is handed
out in recognition of postal service
vendors who demonstrate outstanding
performance in transportation and de-
livery.

The second award to go to AJR
Trucking was in the ‘Supplier Excel-
lence’ category. This award is pre-
sented to companies that excel in vari-
ous quality and performance measure-

ments.

AJR Trucking was founded in
1984 by the Khudikyan family, back
when it was known as A&J Trucking.
It entered into a partnership with the
postal service in the 1990s.

After graduating from business
school in 2007, Jack Khudikyan took
over the family business and cur-
rently serves as the CEO of AJR
Trucking.

What started with eight trucks
and $940,000 in revenue 15 years ago
has now transformed into a fleet of
over 500 trucks thanks to his
dedication.Along with his father, Chris
Khudikyan, Jack is committed to cre-
ating a greener future in the trucking
industry and has built the company’s
culture around innovation and
sustainability.

Pashinyan to Agence France-Presse

Continued from page 1

At the same time, Yerevan is
convinced that negotiations are the
only way to solve the problem. “But,
on the other hand, if the issues are
not resolved through negotiations,
then these negotiations can also be
perceived by the public as simply a
waste of time or simply creating the
impression in the media that some-
thing is being done,” he added.

“In general, until a peace treaty
is signed and this treaty is not
ratified by the parliaments of both
countries, war is, of course, very
likely. And in general, in any place
on Earth where there is a conflict
situation thatis notresolved within
the framework of an agreement,
there can be war anywhere and at
any time, and this needs to be ac-
knowledged,” the Prime Minister
of Armenia said.

According to him, there are
violations of the ceasefire on the
border between Armenia and
Azerbaijan almost every day.

“It is evident that Russia did
not meet Armenia's expectations
during or after the war. How do
you justify close ties or trust in
Russia?” the journalist asked
Pashinyan.

The Armenian prime minister
replied that the same question could
be asked of any country: how do
they justify good relations with any
other country when human rights
are violated in Nagorno-Karabakh,

there is a humanitarian crisis, and
ethnic cleansing is being prepared,
and these countries do not respond
adequately? Nikol Pashinyan
stressed that even countries with
which Armenia has good relations
are not doing their best to over-
come the humanitarian crisis in
Nagorno-Karabakh for various rea-
sons.

“One buys gas, the other buys
oil, the third thinks about their bank-
ing system, the fourth has other
problems, but, on the other hand,
to say that they do nothing is also
not true,” he added.

Today, Azerbaijan is creat-
ing a ghetto in Nagorno-Karabakh,
the Prime Minister of Armenia
stressed. “What is the reaction of
the international community? In
Russia, we are told: how do you
justify your good relations with the
West? Do you expect them to make
some kind of hesitant statement
that the Lachin corridor should be
opened? Yes, the Lachin corridor
should be open. [...] Russia tells
us: did you expect this from the
West when you established such
close relations with the European
Union and other partners? Did you
expect them to say once a week
that “Lachin corridor should be,
thank you, goodbye”? Just as we
justify our relations with the West,
we justify our relations with Rus-
sia. However, according to the logic
of some Western circles, our rela-
tions with Russia are unjustified.
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Chairman Menendez Announces

Continued from page 1

of force against Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh.

Amendment Calling Out
Azerbaijan’s Human Rights Viola-
tions

“Security guarantees for the
people of Nagorno Karabakh are es-
sential for any lasting peace in the
South Caucasus,” said Chairman
Menendez. “Without justice, there
can be no peace. That is why I
firmly believe we must pursue in-
vestigations into all alleged war
crimes. Moreover, we need to apply
pressure to the Aliyev regime to pre-
vent future war crimes, including
through sanctions for those respon-
sible.”

This amendment urges an end
to Azerbaijan’s blockade of Nagorno
Karabakh, calls for security guaran-
tees for Nagorno Karabakh, calls for
investigations into Azerbaijani war
crimes, and expresses support for
sanctions as a tool to hold account-
able those complicit in human rights
violations against Armenians.

Amendment Prohibiting New
Export Licenses for Military Equip-
ment for Azerbaijan

“Earlier this year, I expressed
deep concern as the Department of
Commerce considered the export of
rifles to Azerbaijan,” said Chairman
Menendez. “Amidst Azerbaijan’s on-
going aggression, consideration of
this type of export is unacceptable.
It is time to remove ambiguity from
the equation, and make it clear that
these types of exports are not al-
lowed while Azerbaijan’s aggressive
behavior continues.”

This amendment prohibits the
authorization of any new export li-
censes for firearms or other offen-
sive security or military equipment
for the Government of Azerbaijan
until presidential certification that
Azerbaijan has ended offensive use
of force against Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh.

ACA Chairman Sevak

Khatchadorian expressed deep ap-
preciation for Chairman Menendez’s
introduction of these significant
amendments. Khatchadorian pointed
out that Azerbaijan has persistently
launched attacks on Armenia, com-
mitted war crimes, and is currently
imposing an unlawful blockade on
Artsakh for more than 222 days.
This blockade, enforced by the Aliyev
dictatorship directly violates the In-
ternational Court of Justice’s ruling
from February 2023, which man-
dated Azerbaijan to ensure free move-
ment along the corridor. “Hence, it
is crucial for the United States Ad-
ministration and Congress to stand
in support of the citizens of Artsakh
and demand that Azerbaijan’s lead-
ership immediately open the Lachin
Corridor, halt its ongoing ethnic
cleansing program and human rights
violations in the region.”

The Lachin Corridor, connect-
ing Artsakh with Armenia, serves as
a vital lifeline for the more than
120,000 indigenous Armenian resi-
dents of the region. It has been a
critical artery for the movement of
goods, services, and humanitarian
aid. The blockade of this corridor
not only poses severe challenges to
the daily lives of the inhabitants, but
also restricts their access to essen-
tial resources, medical supplies, and
life-saving medical services. The
blockade has already contributed to
the civilian deaths of Artsakh’s eld-
erly and children. To date, more
than 1,610 citizens have been de-
prived of necessary medical treat-
ment due to the suspension of
planned surgeries in all medical fa-
cilities in Artsakh. Around 3,900
people including 550 children have
been separated from their homes
due to the blockade, around 11,000
people have lost their jobs and in-
come due to the economic impacts
of the blockade, and it is estimated
that the Republic of Artsakh’s
economy has lost more than $409
million marking a 45% decline in its
annual GDP.

Mirzoyan Meeting with Lavrov and Bayramov

Continued from page 1

tiation process.” Speaking at a sepa-
rate meeting with Lavrov held earlier
in the day, Mirzoyan expressed hope
that “some solutions” to the crisis
will be found during their discussion
with Azerbaijani Foreign Minister
Jeyhun Bayramov.

The situation on the ground, in
particular, Azerbaijan’s illegal clo-
sure of the Lachin corridor and
blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh com-
plicate the process of negotiations,
Mirzoyan said at the start the trilat-
eral meeting.

“Now there is a serious hu-
manitarian crisis in Nagorno-
Karabakh. As I have already had the
opportunity to notice — the situation
is close to a real humanitarian catas-
trophe, and the situation is getting
more serious by the hour,” he said.

Mirzoyan noted that neither
food nor medicines are delivered to
Nagorno-Karabakh, natural gas and

electricity supplies have been dis-
rupted for months.

“If we fail to find a solution
and Azerbaijan does not stop the
blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh,
the humanitarian disaster on the
ground will have its negative con-
sequences on the negotiation pro-
cess,” Mirzoyan said.

According to Armenia’s For-
eign Minister, meetings and negotia-
tions on all issues on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani settlement agenda are
quite intensive; on some issues there
are concrete results, on some issues
some prospects are visible, where
the parties can come to a mutual
agreement.

“But there remain, of course,
problematic issues where the posi-
tions of the sides are still far from
each other,” he said.

“We are in a constructive mood,
we are negotiating on all platforms
and in all directions,” Mirzoyan
added.
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Trip Includes

Transportation in Armenia

6 lunches/2 dinners

Entrance fee to all sightseeing destinations

$3,099 per person

with flight

Guided Trip Led by
Norayr Daduryan

Roundtrip airfare from LAX via Lufthansa Airlines

Hotel accommodation at Marriott Hotel (double occupancy)

Single Occupancy available for an additional $600

$1 ,6 99 per person

land only

Blessing of Holy |
Oil at Etchmiadzin ¢ |

2023

P =

AUTUMN TRIP TO ARMENIA
SEPT25-0CT5 A

Book Now
(626) 660-9443
norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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