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The Closure of Lachin Corridor Was
Highlighted at UN Security Council.
PM Pashinyan

N

YEREVAN — The fact of the
closure of the Lachin Corridor was
highlighted at the highest international
instance, Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said on Thursday,
summarizing the discussion on the
humanitarian situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh held at the UN Security Coun-
cil in New York the previous day.

Speaking at a weekly cabinet ses-
sion, Pashinyan said: “Of course, it
may seem strange to the Armenian
public that I am stating this as a result
of the discussion at the UN Security
Council, but we must not forget that
Azerbaijan constantly and continuously
insists that the Lachin Corridor is not
closed.”

The Armenian premier said that
the discussion atthe UN Security Coun-
cil also confirmed the existence of a
humanitarian crisis in Nagorno-

Karabakh and “the fact that the lives
and safety of 120,000 people of
Nagorno-Karabakh are in question.”
“Thirdly, it was emphasized that
the decision of the International Court
of Justice on ensuring uninterrupted
movementofpeople, vehicles and cargo
through the Lachin Corridor in both
directions has not been implemented
by Azerbaijan,” Pashinyan said.
“Now we can state that the truth
abouttheillegal blocking of the Lachin
Corridor and the resulting humanitar-
ian crisis in Nagorno-Karabakh has
been spoken about at the highest inter-
national instance. Also, the interna-
tional community has made a collec-
tive appeal to Azerbaijan to eliminate
the illegal blocking of the Lachin Cor-
ridor,” the Armenian leader concluded.

Continued onpage4

Leaked Documents Reveal Lavrov’s Proposals
for Integrating Karabakh into Azerbaijan

STEPANAKERT — Tigran
Petrosyan, head of an anti-crisis body
affiliated with the Karabakh presi-
dent, wrote on Facebook that the
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov presented a draft of propos-
als on the rights of Armenians within
Azerbaijan.

The document published today
by Petrosyan and attributed to
Lavrov is titled “The fundamental
principles and parameters of ensur-
ing the rights and security of the
Armenian population in the territory
of the former Nagorno-Karabakh
Autonomous Oblast of Soviet
Azerbaijan in accordance with the
legislation of Azerbaijan” and con-
tains 14 points.

They state that the Armenian
population should have equal legal
protection and should not be dis-
criminated against on the basis of
language, ethnicity or religion,
should not be forcibly or involun-
tarily displaced, Armenians should
not be persecuted for being part of
the local government or armed

groups, except when they are found
guilty of war crimes in a judicial
order.

The proposals state that the
Armenian population should be pro-
portionally part of the legislative,
executive and judicial branches of
power of Azerbaijan, including the
Prosecutor’s Office and the Police
of Azerbaijan, and participate in the

Continued on page4

Lemkin Institute Issues Active Genocide
Alert Azerbaijan - in Artsakh

AZERBAIJAN

The Lemkin Institute for Geno-
cide Prevention is distressed by the
news of the death of K. Hovhannisyan,
40, who died of starvation on August
15, 2023, as a direct result of the
Azerbaijani blockade of Artsakh, as
evidenced by reports from both the
coroner and the medical examiner of
the Republic of Artsakh. The Artsakh
blockade, which has been ongoing
since the 12th of December, 2022, is
the cause of increasing malnutrition,
miscarriages, and medical complica-
tions related to people being unable to
access proper food and medical care.
Now, the blockade has begun to cause
the direct death of Armenian citizens
of Artsakh through starvation.

This blockade is genocidal in its
intent, which is to eliminate the Arme-
nian population of Artsakh, either
through mass displacement or mass
starvation. Azerbaijani President [lham
Aliyev has himself said as much on
several occasions, including in his
statement on May 29th, 2023, when
he threatened: “There will be no third
invitation. Either they themselves will
come to us humbly, or events will
develop in a different direction. We
have every opportunity to carry out
any operation in that region. There-
fore, the “parliament” must be dis-
solved, the element calling itself
“president” must surrender, all “min-
isters,” “deputies,” and others must

already leave their posts. Only in this
case can we talk about any kind of
amnesty.”

The Lemkin Institute wants to
make clear that leaders such as Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Russian President Vladimir Putin, Eu-
ropean Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen, European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel, French President
Emmanuel Macron, German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz, U.S. President Joe
Biden, U.S. Secretary of State An-
thony Blinken, and all other leaders
who have created the impunity with
which President Aliyev now operates,
are directly responsible for the death
of this man, as well as any others who
may die as a result of this blockade.
They also may be complicit in the
crime of genocide.

The Lemkin Institute for Geno-
cide Prevention wants to once again
make clear that any individual and/or
state enabling Azerbaijan in the block-
ade of Artsakh, whether directly
through foreign aid or indirectly by
refusing to use all the diplomatic tools
at their disposal, is complicit in this
genocide of the 120,000 citizens of the
Republic of Artsakh, and could be held
responsible for complicity in a court of
law. Itis urgent that international lead-
ers take immediate action against
Azerbaijan to prevent further deaths in
the Republic of Artsakh.

Armenian PM Welcomes Belgian Government’s
Decision to Open Embassy in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyanreceived Hadja Lahbib,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the King-
dom of Belgium.

The Prime Minister emphasized
the importance of Mrs. Lahbib’s visit to
our country and expressed confidence
that it will give a new impetus to the
further development and strengthening
of Armenian-Belgian relations. Nikol
Pashinyan welcomed the decision of the
Belgian government to open an embassy
in Armenia, which will contribute to the
expansion of cooperation not only in the
political, but also in the economic and

cultural spheres, as well.

According to Hadja Lahbib, de-
spite the intense bilateral relations, no
Belgian Foreign Minister has visited
Armenia in the last eight years, and the
purpose of his visit is to give new
energy to Armenian-Belgianrelations,
including in the field of economy and
investments. He added that among
Belgian businessmen there is a great
interest in implementing investment
projects in Armenia and deepening
business ties.

Continued on page4
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NKR Foreign Minister: Agreeing to the
Opening of an “Alternative Road” Will
Legitimize the Blockade of Lachin Corridor

STEPANAKET — Nagorno-
Karabakh Foreign Minister Sergey
Ghazaryan has thanked the countries
that called out Azerbaijan during the
August 16 UN Security Council meet-
ing for blockading Lachin Corridor,
but at the same time expressed con-
cern about the positions of some other
countries.

“I’d like to take this opportunity
to thank the representatives of those
countries that have given clear word-
ings to Azerbaijan’s policy and the
illegal blockade of the Lachin Corri-
dor,” Ghazaryan said at a press con-
ference on Friday.

“At the same time, we are con-
cerned about the attempts of a number
of countries to equalize the Lachin
Corridor with some other roads and
transport connections, which is inad-
missible and doesn’t match the param-
eters of the Lachin Corridor defined
under the 9 November 2020 docu-
ment. I have to note that convening
this emergency meeting of the UNSC
is just the beginning, and this process
will continue. In terms of capabilities,
indeed, the UNSC is the body that has
both the jurisdiction and powers to pre-
vent the kind of genocidal policy we see
from Azerbaijan,” Ghazaryan said.

The international community
must take clear steps to suppress the
Azerbaijani side, which has deliber-
ately chosen the method of starvation
to commit genocide in Nagorno-
Karabakh, Ghazaryan warned citing
the report by former ICC chief pros-
ecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo.

Ghazaryan emphasized that
Nagorno-Karabakh is most eager to
achieve a comprehensive settlement to
conflict with Azerbaijan through peace-
ful negotiations.

“We must note a few important
facts here. Firstly, such talks must
proceed as part of an international
format, which would allow the parties
involved to see that the negotiations
are proceeding in line with norms and
requirements of international law. Sec-

ondly, clear guarantees must be stipu-
lated that the parties shall implement
their obligations, given that we have
the 9 November document which in-
cludes the signature of Azerbaijan’s
President, which doesn’t function,”
Ghazaryan said.

He said that he received an offer
to meet with Azeri representatives in a
third country planned for early Au-
gust, but Azerbaijan cancelled its par-
ticipation.

Another offer was made to meet
in Yevlakh. “Wereceived a proposal to
meet in Yevlakh. But as you know, our
countryman, Vagif Khachatryan, was
kidnapped by the Azerbaijani forces
while being transported by the ICRC to
Armenia. In this logic, any meeting,
especially without international media-
tors and the presence of a third party,
in Azerbaijani territory, is impossible.
Letme add that the Nagorno-Karabakh
side isregularly conveying through the
Russian peacekeepers proposals to hold
meetings, which are ignored by
Azerbaijan. The latest such meeting
took place on March 1, when technical
and humanitarian issues were dis-
cussed, but the Azerbaijani side at-
tempted to distort the content of that
meeting, and on March 5 we saw the
Azerbaijani side’s raid, when three
police officers were killed and one was
wounded,” the foreign minister of
Artsakh said.

Armenia Posts Highest Retail Trade Growth
Rate in EEU

In the first six months of 2023
Armenia was ahead of all Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU) member coun-
tries in terms of retail trade growth,
according to an EEU review on the
main socio-economic indicators.

Thus, in January-June this year,
Armenia’s retail trade upped 9.9%
compared to the same period last year.
In Belarus the growth was 4.6%, in
Kazakhstan - 8.8%, in Kyrgyzstan -
6.1% and in Russia - 1.1%.

EEU member states’ overall re-
tail trade was up 1.7% in January-June
2023 compared to January-June 2022.

According to Armenia’s National
Statistical Committee, the country’s
domestic trade in the first half of this
year amounted to about AMD 2.3 tril-
lion (in current prices), increasing by
23.6% compared to the same period of
2022.

Wholesale trade turnover

amounted to 61.1% ofthe total worth
AMD 1.4 trillion, while retail trade’s
share grew to 33.8% worth AMD
770.8 billion. Also, sales of vehicles
raised AMD 115.8 billion (share -
5.1%).

Armenia was ahead of all EEU
member countries in terms of growth
of the construction sector and housing
commissioning.

According to an EEU review on
the main socio-economic indicators of
member countries, in the first half of
this year, the construction sector of
the EEU member countries increased
overall by 9.7% compared to the same
period last year amounting to almost
6.3 trillion Russian rubles.

Growth was observed in all EEU
countries: in Armenia - 48.9%, in
Belarus-12.1%, in Kazakhstan - 12.3%,
in Kyrgyzstan - 22.9% and in Russia -
9.2%.
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Armenia and China Have Great Potential for
Military Cooperation — PRC Embassy

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — Ar-
menia and China have great potential
for cooperation in the military sector,
the military attaché of the Chinese
embassy, Senior Colonel An Qiang
said at a press briefing on August 17.
He said he’d do everything to achieve
success in the area.

“As military attaché, my priority
is to develop cooperation between the
two countries in the military sector.
Both Armenia and China have cultural
similarities. Both Armenia and China
went through many difficulties
throughout history. And both coun-
tries were able to overcome these dif-
ficulties. And all of this is the founda-
tion for us to develop cooperation in
various areas, including in the military
sector. Of course, there’s a lot of
work to be done. We can cooperate in
international peacekeeping, humanitar-
ian de-mining, military education, mili-
tary reforms and technologies as well.
These areas of cooperation have great
potential for development. I will do
everything for the Armenian-Chinese
relations in the military area to de-
velop,” the military attaché of the
People’s Republic of China said.

Speaking about the visit of a del-
egation led by the Director of the Inter-
national Research Center of the Chinese
defense ministry, An Qiang said that
he’s personally organized the visit in
order to strengthen cooperation.

“The delegation that visited Ar-
menia was very pleased with the re-
sults of the meetings. I am sure that
cooperation in the military sector be-
tween the two countries will be very
successful. I will do everything for
that,” he added.

China’s Ambassador to Armenia
Fan Yong said that China is constantly
paying attention to the latest develop-
ments around the Lachin Corridor and
expresses concern about the current
situation and its consequences.

“We always follow the news,
and this issue is also very important to
us. I think dialogue is the only way to
resolve this issue, the two countries
should speak and resolve this issue
peacefully. We hope Armenia and
Azerbaijan would strengthen dialogue
and communication, with participa-
tion of respective parties, and will
persistently solve the existing dispute
between the two countries,” the
ChinThe Ambassador added that the
issue must be resolved in line with
internationally recognized laws and
norms of international relations, by
maintaining regional peace and stabil-
ity, as well as prosperity of the people.
He said that China supports every dip-
lomatic effort aimed at reaching this
goal and is ready to have its construc-
tive contribution in it.

Yerevan-Kapan Passenger Flights
Officially Launched

KAPAN—NovAir Armenian air-
line began regular commercial flights
between Yerevan and the south Arme-
nian town of Kapan, the administrative
center of Syunik province.

The inaugural 50-minute flights
went ahead as planned on Monday
morning, with NovAir using small L-
410 aircraft capable of carrying up to
17 passengers.

A spokeswoman for the Armenian
government’s Civil Aviation Committee
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service that
there were only two passengers on each
of those flights. They included Syunik
Governor Robert Ghukasian’s deputy
and adviser, according to the provincial

administration.

The private carrier plans to carry
out such flights twice a week.

The Kapan airport came under
fire on Friday less than 24 hours after
a plane carrying Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan landed there. According to
Armenia’s state border guard service,
three gunshots were fired from
Azerbaijani army positions overlook-
ing the facility, damaging its roof and
one of the windows.

Another shooting incident was
reported on Saturday, several minutes
after a plane carrying other senior
officials from Yerevan touched down
on the runway.
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US Can Help Ease the Humanitarian Crisis
in Nagorno-Karabakh

A clear message needs to be sent to Azerbaijan

Ardem Patapoutian is professor of neuroscience at Scripps Research and
a 2021 Nobel Prize laureate in medicine. Vicken Cheterian, a lecturer in history
and international relations at the University of Geneva, is author of “Open
Wounds: Armenians, Turks and a Century of Genocide.”

By Ardem Patapoutian and
Vicken Cheterian
GENEVA, Switzerland

We are both Armenians born in
Beirut who met some 50 years ago in
kindergarten. We grew up in war-torn
Lebanon, embedded in a bubble of
Armenian language, school, and cul-
ture. We immigrated to the West (the
United States and Switzerland), built
careers as a scientist and a lecturer/
columnist, and managed to stay in touch.

The last time we saw each other
was last summer in Armenia. We fondly
remember sitting together in a loud
jazz club in Yerevan, Armenia’s capi-
tal, entertained by the proprietor who
presented us with a 15-year-old Arme-
nian brandy from Nagorno-Karabakh,
a disputed enclave to the east of Arme-
nia mainly populated by Armenians.
We were there because the govern-
ment of Armenia was celebrating one
of us winning the Nobel Prize in Medi-
cine, a first for an Armenian. A few
months later, on Dec. 12, 2022,
Azerbaijan imposed a blockade on
Nagorno-Karabakh. The painful dis-
connect between the Europe-like
scenes in the capital, the celebration of
scientific discovery, and the struggles
of the persecuted population in
Nagorno-Karabakh have become ur-
gent anguishes we share today.

The blockade of the 120,000 eth-
nic Armenian residents has caused a
humanitarian crisis. Azerbaijan has
blocked access to essential commodi-
ties such as food, medicine, electric-
ity, and gas, bringing daily life to a
standstill. Azerbaijani military person-
nel regularly open fire on agricultural
workers, effectively prohibiting them
from cultivating their own food; the
intent seems clear: to slowly starve
them into submission. We, the diaspora
Armenians, are anxiously watching the
unfolding of this humanitarian crisis
that seeks to force Armenians from
their ancestral lands. Armenians expe-
rienced genocide at the hands of the
Ottoman Turks in the early 20th cen-
tury, a horror that feels all too familiar
to us now. The UN Security Council is
scheduled to meet Wednesday to dis-
cuss this crisi.

The Armenian presence in the
Caucasus is challenged by Azerbaijan,

a state with a population several times
larger than Armenia. Caspian oil has
permitted Azerbaijani rulers to invest
heavily in military equipment. More-
over, Azerbaijan has the unconditional
support of Turkey, which provides
political and military aid to Azerbaijan.

During the Second Nagorno-
Karabakh War in 2020, it was Turkish
aviation including US-made F-16s and
Bayraktar TB2 attack drones — that
pulverized Armenian defenses, while
Turkish generals overlooked
Azerbaijani military operations. Arme-
nia is left alone against this powerful
alliance. Russia, which on paper has a
security alliance with Armenia, has
been preoccupied with its war in
Ukraine or unwilling to intervene.

Armenia, ademocratic nation with
a thriving technology sector, finds it-
self in a region largely dominated by
autocratic regimes. We have been
heartened to see the international sup-
port for Ukraine, another democratic
nation that has also endured a
neighbor’s aggression. However, we
also feel a sense of abandonment as
our Western friends have given scant
attention to the plight of our compatri-
ots. Our concerns extend beyond
Nagorno-Karabakh and its population;
even the existence of the fragile state
of Armenia seems to be threatened by
its hostile neighbors.

Nevertheless, our states, particu-
larly the United States, have the power
to alleviate this suffering. In the early
1990s, during the First Nagorno-
Karabakh War, when Azerbaijan im-
posed a crippling blockade against
Armenia, the United States adopted
Section 907 of Freedom Support Act
that banned any US government aid to
Azerbaijan. A clear message is neces-
sary to stop Azerbaijan and put Aliyev
on notice that the country’s oil exports
and bank accounts could be sanc-
tioned if he persists in his crimes against
humanity. We urge the US and Euro-
pean governments to respond effec-
tively and efficiently. The United States
should lead the democratic world by
threatening severe sanctions against
Azerbaijan’s hydrocarbon exports, and
by freezing its bank accounts if it
continues its blockade. An emergency
airliftlike in the times of the Berlin Wall
is another step to be considered. The
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A Group of Turkish Intellectuals Call for an
End to the Blockade of Artsakh

Call by Citizens of Turkey to International Community to End the
Blockade of Karabakh

For months, the Baku regime,
backed by the Ankararegime, has been
imposing a blockade on the Armenian
population of Nagorno-Karabakh that
raises the possibility of genocide. The
Stepanakert-Goris road, which should
have been open for humanitarian aid,
emergency services and peacekeepers
after the last Karabakh war in which
the Turkish Armed Forces were in-
volved, has been under siege and closed
since December 12, 2022.

For months, the United Nations,
European Union and the Council of
Europe have called on Azerbaijan to end
the blockade 0f 120,000 people living in
Karabakh, but the Baku regime has
ignored, rejected or denied the block-
ade. Yet everyone knows that no basic
necessities can enter Karabakh and no
Karabakh resident can leave the region,
even to meet the urgent health needs.

In the face of the deepening cri-
sis and confirming the concerns of the
international community, Baku dicta-
tor [Tham Aliyev continues to publicly
and repeatedly threaten Karabakh resi-
dents. So much so that the former
chief prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court, Luis Moreno Ocampo,
published an important report charac-
terizing Aliyev’s actions in Karabakh
as conducive to genocide.

We, the undersigned from Tur-
key, see that the international commu-
nity is not sensitive enough to the
developments and we are watching the
situation with concern. Preventing
genocides does not mean waiting for
them to happen and then intervening.
It means taking active steps to prevent
such a danger now!

We call on all states, international
organizations, especially the United
Nations and the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, and international
public opinion to take an active stand.

Just as the Berlin blockade was
broken in 1948-49, we call for break-
ing the blockade of Karabakh through
airlift and thus putting an end to this
human tragedy.

Abdullah Demirbas, Abdiilhakim
Das, Adnan Cangiider, Adnan Celik,
Ahmet Aykag, Ahmet Konuk, Akin
Atauz, Akin Birdal, Alev Er, Alex
Koskeryan, Ali Gokkaya, Ari Giinter,
AsliErdogan, Attila Tuygan, Ayse Hiir,
Ayse Yildirim, Aysegiil Devecioglu,
Baskin Oran, Bayram Kaya, Celal
Baslangic, Cengiz Aktar, Cengiz Arin,
Denis Dreisbusch, Dogan Ozgiiden,
Emrah Cilasun, Erdal Dogan, Erdogan
Kahyaoglu, Eren Keskin, Ergun
Babahan, Erol Ercan, Eser Budak, Esra
Mungan, Fatime Akalin, Fikret
Baskaya, Garo Kaprielyan, Gencay
Giirsoy, Gling6r Senkal, Giirhan Ertiir,
Hacer Ansal, Hasan Burgucuoglu,
Hatice Yildiz, Hidir Celik, Hovsep
Hayreni, Hiiseyin Habip Taskin, Ibrahim
Seven, Inan Gedik, Inci Tugsavul, Ira
Tzourou, Kemal Bilget, Kemal Hiir,
Kemal Yal¢in, Kenan Yenice, Mahmut
Konuk, Mahmut Uzun, Mehmet Ali
Balta, Nafiz Ozbek, Necati Abay,
Nedim Kibar, Nesim Ovadya Izrail,
Nesrin Nas, Nevzat Onaran, Nurcan
Baysal, Nurten Kirmizigil, Okan
Kigiikersan, Osman Okkan, Oya
Baydar, Omer Faruk Gergerlioglu,
Omer Madra, Racho Donef, Ragip
Duran, Ragip Zarakolu, Ramazan
Gezgin, Recep Marasli, Sait Cetinoglu,
Sait Oral, Selahattin Kocak, Selay
Ertem, Selma Kogiva, Serdar Ko¢gman,
Sibel Yigittekin, Saban Iba, Sakir Bilgin,
Samil Altan, Sanar Yurdatapan, Stikriye
Ercan, Taner Ak¢am, Ulkii Cevik,
Viktorya Ciprut, Yal¢in Ergiindogan,
Yasemin Gedik, Yasar Kiigiikaslan,
Yavuz Aydin, Yavuz Baydar, Yetvart
Danzikyan, Yildiz Aydin, YusufKése,
Zarife Atik, Ziya Ozder.

Nagorno-Karabakh Denies Reports on
Accepting Aghdam Road Offer for Commerce

STEPANAKERT -- The
Nagorno-Karabakh presidency has
denied media reports claiming that
President Arayik Harutyunyan has
decided to accept Azerbaijan’s pro-
posal to use the Aghdam road for
commercial transit.

According to Hraparak newspa-
per, Harutyunyan convened on August
22 a Security Council meeting and told
the officials that a decision has been
made to start trade of fuel, medica-
tions and other goods through the
Aghdam road while food will be sup-
plied through the Lachin Corridor by
the Russian peacekeepers.

President Harutyunyan’s spokes-
person Lusine Avanesyan told
ARMENPRESS that Harutyunyan in-

deed held closed meetings with offi-
cials on August 22 but no such deci-
sion was made.

She said that Harutyunyan held
meetings on August 22 and 23 with
various politicians and public figures
to discuss the humanitarian and se-
curity issues resulting from the
Azerbaijani blockade, the Nagorno-
Karabakh government’s upcoming
actions and the proposals received
from various mediators aimed at re-
solving the situation.

“No decision was made, and
the discussions continue, and soon
President Harutyunyan will person-
ally present the information on the
situation and the approaches of the
authorities,” Avanesyan added.

UN Security Council is one arena where
multilateralism and international law
can be put into a new test.

At this stage of global geopoliti-
cal upheaval and reshuffling of alli-
ances, the survival of a small democ-
racy in the Caucasus very much de-

pends on whether Western states de-
cide to act instead of expressing their
“concern” while watching this hu-
manitarian crisis unfold in slow mo-
tion from afar.

The Bostone Globe

August 16, 2023
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“Aurora’s Sunrise” to Screen at Fresno State

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program and CineCulture present
the Fresno premiere of “Aurora’s Sun-
rise” at 5:30PM on Friday, September
1,2023, in the Leon S. and Pete Peters
Educational Center Auditorium (5010
N. Woodrow Ave.), on the Fresno
State campus. Following the screen-
ing, which is part of the Armenian
Studies Program Fall 2023 Lecture
Series, the audience will have the op-
portunity to discuss the film with di-
rector Inna Sahakyan.

“Aurora’s Sunrise” is Armenia’s
official entry to the 95th Academy
Awards and is a “Critic’s Pick” of the
New York Times. The film was made
possible with the academic contribu-
tion of the Zoryan Institute and is
based on its Oral History Archive.

At only 14 years old, Aurora
Mardiganian lost everything during the
horror of the Armenian Genocide. Two
years later, through luck and extraor-
dinary courage, she escaped to New
York, where her story became a media
sensation. Starring as herself in “Auc-
tion of Souls,” an early Hollywood
blockbuster, Mardiganian became the
face of one of the largest charity cam-
paigns in American history. With a
blend of vivid animation, interviews
with Mardiganian herself, and 18 min-
utes of surviving footage from her lost
silent epic, “Aurora’s Sunrise” revives
a forgotten story of survival.

For over fifteen years, Inna
Sahakyan has directed and produced
feature-length documentaries, doc se-
ries, and shorts that have been broad-

§ A film by lnn:

RA MﬁRDIEANIAN\'-

RAS SuRisE

A surviver's journey from
3y bloodshed to the red carpet

cast internationally. She focuses on
uncovering untold and forgotten sto-
ries while exploring the nature of hu-
manity through intimate and innova-
tive filmmaking. In 2022, her animated
documentary about Armenian Geno-
cide survivor and early Hollywood star
Aurora Mardiganian, “Aurora’s Sun-
rise,” became a festival favorite and
screened at over 40 festivals, winning
several awards. Sahakyan has also
worked as a producer on documenta-
ries such as “One, Two, Three” and
“Donkeymentary.”

Admission for the film screening
and discussion is free and free parking
is available near the west entrance of
the SaveMart center. A parking pass is
not required for the Friday evening
presentation.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

The Closure of Lachin Corridor

Continued from page 1

Pashinyan reiterated that the best
way out of the situation is the estab-
lishment of Stepanakert-Baku dialog
and reiterated his commitment to the
peace agenda.

During the UN Security Council
meeting on August 16, U.S. Ambassa-
dorto the UN Linda Thomas-Greenfield,
who presided over the meeting, urged
the government of Azerbaijan to restore
free movement through the Lachin Cor-
ridor “so that commercial, humanitar-
ian, and private vehicles can reach the
population of Nagorno-Karabakh.”

“We also note the possibility of
compromise on additional routes for

humanitarian supplies,” she said.

Edem Wosornu, Director of
OCHA’s Operations and Advocacy
Division, told the Security Council that
the delivery of humanitarian relief to
Nagorno-Karabakh by the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
must be allowed to resume through
any available routes.

Wosornu said the ICRC is doing
everything it can but can only cover
the most urgent needs.

“Other impartial humanitarian
relief must also be allowed to reach
civilians who need it, and a sustainable
solution for safe and regular transit of
people and goods must be found,”
Wosornu said.

Armenian PM Welcomes Belgian Government

Continued from page 1

The interlocutors referred to the
developments taking place in the re-
gion, in particular, the deepening of the
humanitarian crisis in Nagorno-
Karabakh as aresult ofthe illegal block-
ing of the Lachin Corridor by
Azerbaijan. The Prime Minister em-
phasized that the purpose of
Azerbaijan’s actions is to carry out
ethnic cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh.
Nikol Pashinyan highlighted the urgent
discussions held in the UN Security
Council regarding the situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh and the appropri-
ate response of international partners
to Azerbaijan’s steps.

The Prime Minister emphasized
the need to take active steps to change
Azerbaijan’s way of action. At the
same time, Nikol Pashinyan empha-
sized the need for consistency in the
implementation of the agreements
reached so far in the negotiation pro-
cess between Armenia and Azerbaijan
in Brussels.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Belgium emphasized his country’s
support for the position of the Euro-
pean Union, according to which
Azerbaijan should ensure the free move-
ment of people and goods through the
Lachin Corridor and implement the
decision made by the UN International
Court of Justice.

August 26, 2023

First Armenian Cross-Stone Consecrated and

On August 19, the consecration
and opening ceremony of the first
Armenian khachkar in Finland took
place at St. Herman Church of Alaska
in Espoo, the second most populous
city of Finland. The erection of cross-
stone was initiated by the Armenia-
Finland union. The khachkar was cre-
ated by Armenia-based sculptor
Hovhannes Stepanyan.

Hayarpi Drmeyan, representative
of the Embassy of the Republic of
Armenia, delivered remarks at the event.
She stressed the importance of unveil-
ing the khachkar dedicated to the Ar-
menian-Finnish friendship and noted
that henceforth it will become a unique
symbol of the presence of the Arme-
nian community in Finland. Underlin-
ing that this cross-stone is a replica of
one of the khachkars destroyed by

Finland

LY

Azerbaijanin Old Jugha (Nakhichevan),
she spoke of the risk of destruction of
the Armenian heritage in Nagorno-
Karabagh, if the international commu-
nity does not react decisively to relieve
the plight of the Armenian people living
in continued blockade there.

Mr Daniel Davtyan, the President
of the Armenia-Finland Union,
Finland’s Ambassador Kirsti Narinen,
Leo Makkonen, Archbishop of Helsinki
and all Finland, Father Petri Korhonen
of St. Herman Church, also delivered
remarks at the event.

Bishop Tiran Petrosyan, Pontifi-
cal Legate of Central Europe and Swe-
den ofthe Armenian Apostolic Church,
consecrated the khachkar.

After the ceremony, the Arme-
nian-Finnish “Luys” (Valo) choir per-
formed national Armenian songs.

Leaked Documents Reveal Lavrov’s Proposals

Continued from page 1

decision-making concerning the Ar-
menian population.

According to the proposals as-
cribed to Lavrov, the Armenian lan-
guage should be freely used along
with the Azerbaijani language in of-
ficial writing and in public places.
The inviolability of Armenians’ pri-
vate property must be guaranteed,
the religious freedom of Armenians
must be ensured, education in Ar-
menian from elementary grades to
university, Armenian cultural and
national identity must be preserved,
the published document says.

Itis stated that a separate agree-
ment should be signed between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, according to
which close ties between the Arme-
nian population of the former
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous
Oblast of Soviet Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia will be ensured, and the unim-
peded receipt of humanitarian and
economic aid for the Armenian popu-
lation from outside should be en-
sured.

Petrosyan accompanied the
publication of the document on
Facebook with the following post: “I
have to publish it so that the public
understands what is really happen-
ing... Today, [Russian President

Vladimir] Putin has the opportunity
to change his attitude and plans at
the UN Security Council session...
Let’s wait.”

The proposals were made by
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrovregarding Nagorno-Karabakh
late last month. On July 25, Lavrov
met separately with the foreign min-
isters of Armenia and Azerbaijan,
Ararat Mirzoyan and Jeyhun
Bayramov, in Moscow, and then the
three ministers’ tripartite meeting
was also held. Receiving Bayramov
in Moscow, Lavrov announced that
in addition to the already signed state-
ments, a number of documents were
being prepared for discussion by the
leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Russia, without providing details
about their content.

Political commentator Hakob
Badalian voiced doubts regarding
whether the revealed document was
a submitted proposal or just a draft.
He said that in any case the content
of the presented proposals was un-
acceptable to both Yerevan and
Stepanakert as it meant Nagorno-
Karabakh’s dissolution. He, how-
ever, considered remarkable the tim-
ing of the leak — hours before the
expected discussion at the UN Secu-
rity Council and after a phone call
between Lavrov and Bayramov.
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SEPTEMBER

STARTING AT 11:00AM |
VERDUGO PARK / GLENDALE

1621 GANADA BLVD, GLENDALE, GA 94208

ORGANIZED BY

NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
GENERAL SPONSOR

AURG:

BA [l{‘ngTH IL

SPONSORS

L1y

LILIT BAKERY
~CAFE-

FREE

UnhsSep ART

u2us EXHIBITION

To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
2tn Ypwwlbbpp wwwhnybpnt hwdwn, hGnwdw)bbgtp Lnn Utinnitln Uhniphtl

(818) 391-7938




