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EU Preparing New Aid Package
for Displaced Karabakh Armenians

STRASBOURG — The Council
of Europe is preparing a comprehen-
sive response package to the refugee
influx in Armenia following a visit by
the Special Representative on Migra-
tion and Refugees (SRSG) Leyla
Kayacik from 11 to 13 October 2023.

This package aims to provide
support to Armenia in addressing the
issues related to hosting over 100,000
Karabakh Armenians, including some
30,000 children, who were forced to
flee in the country in recent weeks.

During her visit, the SRSG en-
gaged with relevant state authorities,
international partners, and non-gov-
ernmental organizations. She also vis-
ited two shelters in the Artashat Mu-
nicipality.

She identified specific areas for
support that are included in the Coun-
cil of Europe’s Action Plan for Arme-
nia (2023-2026) and the Action Plan
on Protecting Vulnerable Persons
within the context of migration and
asylum (2021-25), including:

Strengthening the protection of
human rights of refugees in vulnerable

situations with direct support provided
to the Migration and Citizenship Ser-
vice of the Internal Affairs Ministry
and the Office of the Human Rights
Defender, particularly on vulnerability
assessments , access to services and
raising the awareness of refugees on
their rights;

-Facilitating access to healthcare
and mental care, including psychologi-
cal support;

-Strengthening the capacities of

Continued on page4

Foreign Minister Melanie Joly
Reaffirmed Canada’s Support for Armenia’s
Territorial Integrity

YEREVAN — Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly reaffirmed Canada’s sup-
port for Armenia’s territorial integrity
when she visited Yerevan and inaugu-
rated the Canadian Embassy there on
Wednesday.

Joly hoisted a Canadian flag
outside an office building in the Ar-
menian capital that will house the
embassy. Armenian Foreign Minis-
ter Ararat Mirzoyan also attended
the ceremony.

The Canadian government an-
nounced its decision to open the em-
bassy in June 2022. It said it wants to
deepen Canadian-Armeniarelations in
view of a “profound geopolitical shift”
in the world resulting from the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. It said the diplo-
matic presence in Armenia as well as
four Eastern European states will help

Ottawa “counter Russia’s destabiliz-
ing activities.” Russia denounced that
explanation, saying that it is indicative
of the West’s “arrogant attitude to-
wards other countries and peoples.”

Mirzoyan as well as Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan welcomed the open-
ing of the Canadian mission during
their talks with Joly. Pashinyan de-
scribed it as a “remarkable event for
our bilateral relations.

“I must note with satisfaction
that the relationship between Armenia
and Canada is based on common val-
ues such as democracy, human rights
and the rule of law,” Mirzoyan said,
for his part.

The Armenian leaders also praised
the Canadian government’s recent de-

Continued on page4

PM Nikol Pashinyan Stated That Armenia Is
Striving to Diversify Its Security Policies

YEREVAN — In an interview
with the Wall Street Journal published
on Wednesday, Armenian PM Nikol
Pashinyan stated that Yerevan is now
striving to diversify its foreign and
security policies after Moscow failed
to live up to its commitment as an ally
following Azerbaijani aggression on
the territory of Armenia.

“The Collective Security Treaty
and the Charter of the Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organization clearly state
the actions to be taken when aggres-
sion against a member state occurs.
What was described did not happen,
and, of course, it is disappointing for
both the Armenian government and the
Armenian public.

Also, we have a bilateral agree-

ment with Russia in the field of secu-
rity, and the actions described in that
agreement also did not take place,
which also raised very serious ques-
tions among both the government and
the public,” the Armenian premier said.

Replying to the journalist’s ques-
tion about whether this means that
Armenia is planning to call for Russia
to withdraw its military base from its
territory, Nikol Pashinyan said:

“We are not discussing such a
question. We are now more focused
on discussing other issues, trying to
understand the cause of such a situa-
tion, and this will be the agenda of
working discussions between Arme-

Continued on page4

India Considering Supplying a New Batch
of Military Equipment to Armenia:
Media Report

NEW DELHI—Indiais consider-
ing supplying a new batch of military
equipment to Armenia after the suc-
cessful delivery of the first batch of
weapons over the past year, reports
The Economic Times. A senior Arme-
nian official recently visited Delhi and
held discussions in this regard, ac-
cording to people with knowledge of
the matter who informed ET. India has
emerged as a credible weapons sup-
plier according to Armenia’s require-

ments, they said. Details of the fresh
supplies are not yet known, but the
consignment could include equipment
that would help create a deterrence
amid the conflict with Azerbaijan, as
suggested by unidentified observers in
Armenia. The ET report described
Armenia as India’s “strategic ally in
the Caucasus.”

The latest delivery of Indian

Continued on page4
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Azerbaijan Claims No Longer Interested in
Corridor Through Armenia

BAKU — A senior Azerbaijani
official has said that Baku is no longer
in interested in a special corridor that
would connect Azerbaijan to its
Nakhichevan exclave through
Armenia’s strategic Syunik province.

Since the 2020 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh, Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev has repeatedly demanded such
a corridor and implicitly threatened to
order his troops to open it forcibly.
Armeniahasrejected his demands while
expressing readiness for conventional
transport links between the two South
Caucasus states.

Last month’s Azerbaijani mili-
tary offensive in Karabakh raised more
fears in Yerevan that Baku will also
attack Armenia to open the exterritorial
“Zangezur corridor.” A senior Arme-
nian diplomat claimed on October 8
that an Azerbaijani attack on Syunik
may be “a matter of weeks.”

Aliyev’s top foreign policy aide,
Hikmet Hajiyev, denied this in an inter-
view with Politico published late on
Wednesday. He said that the corridor
“has lost its attractiveness for us” and
that Baku is now planning to “do this
with Iran instead.”

“Our agenda was only about
building transport linkages and con-
nectivity through the framework
of bilateral engagement,” said

Hajiyev. “If this is the case, yes,
but if not then OK. It’s still on the
table but it will require from the
Armenian side to show they’re re-
ally interested in that.”

Earlier this month, Azerbaijani
and Iranian officials broke ground
on a new road that will link
Nakhichevan to mainland Azerbaijan
via Iranian territory adjacent to
Syunik. Russia’s Deputy Prime
Minister Alexei Overchuk, who has
mediated numerous Armenian-
Azerbaijani talks on transport links,
was reported to say on Thursday
that Baku and Tehran have also
agreed to build a similar rail link
bypassing Armenia.

Hungary Intends to Open a Consulate
in Yerevan

TTTTT]

YEREVAN — The Hungarian
government intends to open a consu-
late in Yerevan as the two countries try
to mend estranged ties.

“I have requested permission to
openaconsulatein Yerevan,” Hungarian
Foreign Minister Péter Szijjart6 said Fri-
day on an official visit to Armenia.

Armenia froze diplomatic rela-
tions with Hungary in 2012 after Hun-
garian authorities extradited to
Azerbaijan an Azerbaijani army officer
who hacked to death a sleeping Arme-
nian colleague in Budapest in 2004.
The officer, Ramil Safarov, whom a
Hungarian court sentenced to life im-
prisonment in 2006, was pardoned,
rewarded and promoted by Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev on his return to
Azerbaijan.

The Hungarian government
claimed to have received prior assur-
ances by Baku that Safarov would
serve the rest of his life sentence in an
Azerbaijani prison. Yerevan dismissed

that explanation.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
and his Hungarian counterpart Peter
Szijjarto reached an agreement to that
effect when they met in Poland in
December2022. Yerevan and Budapest
appointed non-resident ambassadors
to each other’s country earlier this
year.

The Armenian government de-
cided to restore the diplomatic ties last
year even though Hungary never apolo-
gized for Safarov’s release and contin-
ued to support Azerbaijan in the
Karabakh conflict.

Visiting Yerevan, Szijjarto em-
phasized the “Christian heritage and
Christian faith” shared by the two
nations.

“This is the easiest foundation
based on which we can rebuild this
relationship,” he told Mirzoyan at the
start of their talks. He also voiced
support for Armenia’s efforts to
deepen ties with the EU.
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Armenia Summons Russian Ambassador to
the Foreign Ministry and Issues a Protest Note

YEREVAN —Russian Ambassa-
dor Sergei Kopyrkin has been sum-
moned to the Armenian Foreign Minis-
try on Tuesday and handed a protest
letter.

On October 23, 2023, Russia’s
Channel One TV broadcasted “Dolls

of Tutti’s Heir” program during which
insulting and completely unacceptable
statements were made against high-
ranking officials of the Republic of
Armenia with the participation of Ar-
menian opposition politician Andranik
Tevanyan and Russian journalists

Armenia Commemorates Victims of
October 27, 1999 National Assembly Attack

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and National
Assembly Speaker Alen Simonyan laid
flowers today at a Yerevan memorial
to mark the anniversary of the October
27, 1999, attack on the National As-
sembly, which killed eight officials,
including then-Prime Minister Vazgen
Sargsyan and National Assembly
Speaker Karen Demirchyan. Scores
were wounded when five gunmen
broke into the parliament and opened
fire with Kalashnikov AK-47s hidden
under their coats.

The attackers, led by former ARF
member Nayri Hunanyan, claimed they
were carrying out a coup d’état, de-
scribing their act as “patriotic” and
“necessary for the nation to regain its
senses.”

Several investigative versions
have been put forward, and several

dozen people have been questioned in
2022 and 2023 after Armenian pros-
ecutors resumed the investigation into
the terrorist act committed in the Ar-
menian Parliament on October 27,
1999, as stated by the Armenian Pros-
ecutor General’s Office. It noted that,
based on the decisions of the body
handling the proceedings, personal files
of many officials have been seized, and
criminal proceedings of special interest
as part of the case have been carried out.
During the preliminary investigation,
many video and audio recordings have
also been seized, and expert examina-
tions are still underway.

The Prosecutor General’s Office
emphasized that appropriate actions
are being taken to clarify all the cir-
cumstances of the terrorist act and to
ensure a comprehensive, complete,
and objective investigation of the case.

Armenia Remains a Beacon of Democracy
in the South Caucasus. Us Ambassador

With the launch of the new patrol
police, the residents of Syunik will
have an opportunity to collaborate more
closely with representatives of the law
enforcement and justice system,
thereby fostering a greater sense of
security. The US Ambassador to the
Republic of Armenia, Kristina Kvien
said during her attendance at the event
dedicated to the inauguration of the
Syunik Police Patrol Service division.

"On behalf of the United States
government, I am honored to join you
today for this important event. I am
aware that following this solemn cer-
emony, the patrol officers of Syunik
will officially commence their duties
throughout the entire region. This
marks a significant milestone in the
establishment of patrol police across
the entire territory of the Republic of
Armenia.

Given the opportunity that I am
here in Syunik, [ want to tell you about

the important work that you will carry
out in Syunik. In the recent letter
addressed to the Prime Minister of
Armenia, President Biden reaffirmed
the United States' unwavering support

Continued onpage3
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Armenia’s Economic Activity in the First
9 Months of 2023 Up 9.7%

JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 2023 COMPARED TO JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 2022
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YEREVAN — Armenia’s eco-
nomic activity in the first 9 months of
2023 was up 9.7% when compared to
the same time span 02022, the National
Statistical Committee (NSC) said today.

The growth in September 2023 as
opposed to 2022 September was up
5.6% and up 3.7% compared to August
this year. According to the official data,
all economic sectors saw growth, ex-
cept for production of industrial goods
and electricity generation.

The industrial output was down
0.6% to over 1.8 trillion drams. It was
also down 4.3% in 2023 September
compared to 2022 September. The agri-
cultural gross output amounted to about
619.7 billion drams, up 1.7% as opposed
to the first 9 months of 2022.

The construction sector grew by
17% year-on-year to 349.3 billion drams.
In September 2023 it was up 15.7%
from 2022 September.

According to the statistical data,
the domestic trade grew to over 3.2
trillion drams, up 23.1% from the same
period of 2022. In September 2023 it
was up 23.5% when opposed to 2022
September.

The services sector (without trade)
grew to over 3.7 trillion drams, up 23.3%
from the same period of 2022. In Sep-
tember of the current year compared to
September of the last year, the sector
grew by 24.2%. No data was available
on average monthly gross salary.

Armenian government’s growth
projection for 2023 is 7%; the inflation is
expected to be 4% (£1.5%). The Central
Bank’s growth forecast is 6.9%, with

12-month inflation expected to be slightly
below the 4% target.

Armenia’s foreign trade in the first
9 months of 2023 amounted to over
$13.7 billion, surging by 47.2% from the
same time span of 2022, according to
the National Statistical Committee.

Itsaid in September 2023 alone the
foreign trade when compared to Sep-
tember last year, was up 15.9%, and up
7.3% when compared to August 2023.
The foreign trade turnover in Armenian
drams was worth over 5.3 trillion drams.

According to the statistics, Arme-
nian exports soared by 48.5%, to over
$5.2 billion. In September, 2023 alone
compared to September last year, they
were up 31.5% and compared to August
this year they were up 29.5%. In AMD
equivalent, exports in January-Septem-
ber 2023 amounted to over 2 trillion.

Imports during the reporting pe-
riod totaled about $8.5 billion, recording
a 46.4% increase compared to January-
September 2022.

In September of the current year
alone, imports grew by 5.6% year-on-
year and decreased by 6% from the
previous month of August. In AMD
equivalent, imports totaled about 3.3
trillion.

Fitch predicted for the Armenian
economy 6.1% growth in 2023,
Moody’s forecast is 7%, and that of
S&P is 7.5%.

The World Bank estimates that
Armenia’s GDP growth will be 4.4%
this year, the EDB expects it to grow
by 7.5%, the EBRD’s growth fore-
cast is 5%.

Armenia Remains a Beacon of Democracy

Continued from page 2

for Armenia's sovereignty, indepen-
dence, territorial integrity, and democ-
racy.

First of all, this obligation is ap-
plicable and refers to the Syunik region
itself, which has been particularly af-
fected by the regional conflict and
external aggression and the region of
Syunik has recently received more
than 100,000 ethnic Armenians dis-
placed from Nagorno-Karabakh.

However, despite these difficul-
ties and problems, the commitment of
Armenia and Syunik region to
strengthen the rule of law has re-
mained unwavering.

It is due to this commitment that
Armenia continues to be a beacon of

democracy in the South Caucasus,"
The US Ambassador emphasized.

The US Ambassador noted thatit
was a great honor for the United States
to collaborate with the Republic of
Armenia in the implementation of this
ambitious police reform program.

"l would like to commend the
efforts of the Prime Minister and the
Ministry of Internal Affairsin leading the
reform processes within the country.

The United States is allocating an
additional $1 million, in addition to the
$15 million already provided by the
United States to date, in support of
police reforms."

This additional funding will be
used to conduct the next patrol police
academy scheduled for 2024," Kvien
said.

November 4, 2023

Syunik Is a Symbol of Armenia’s Resistance
and Strength: EU Ambassador

he European Union has extended
its support for the establishment of a
patrol service throughout Armenia by
providing both technical assistance and
expertise.

The Head of the Delegation of the
European Union to Armenia, Ambas-
sador Vassilis Maragos, who partici-
pated in the event dedicated to the start
of the work of Syunik division of the
Police Patrol Service said: "On behalf
of the European Union, [ would like to
reaffirm our strong commitment and
support in the framework of reforms
that have been a cornerstone of demo-
cratic governance and the effective
execution of the Comprehensive and
Enhanced Partnership Agreement over
recent years.

The rule of law and fundamental
rights within the European Union will
remain the foundation of our union.

As a noteworthy testament to
this commitment and the advancements
in these reforms, I would like to em-
phasize the launch and full operation of
the patrol service, with the final phase
of implementation taking place today
in Syunik, and, of course, the creation
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in
January 2023.

The European Union has pro-
vided support for the establishment of
a patrol service across Armenia, sup-
porting its implementation and opera-
tion through the provision of technical
assistance and expertise. Today, we
are proud to present the integration of
75 newly purchased vehicles into the
patrol service," said the EU Ambassa-
dor.

Vassilis Maragos emphasized and
welcomed the involvement and par-
ticipation of the Government in all
areas of the Ministry of Interior.

"Of course, challenges exist, and
I am confident that they will be effec-
tively addressed through enhanced ca-
pacity building, ongoing education,

heightened transparency, and increased
accountability. This way, the new,
reformed police service system can
better meet the needs of citizens, "the
EU Ambassador said.

Vassilis Maragos in his speech
mentioned that Syunik is a symbol of
Armenia's resistance and strength.

"I would like to quote the words
of the President of the European Com-
mission, Ursula von der Leyen, during
her statement following the meeting in
Granada: 'The European Union stands
by Armenia and is fully committed to
supporting the negotiations,' " stated
the EU Ambassador.

Vassilis Maragos emphasized
that, in addition to this project, the
European Union supports the enhance-
ment of resilience in the Syunik region
through various other initiatives.

"And one of those initiatives is
the "Team Europe" initiative, within
the framework of which more than
100 million euros have already been
allocated for the development of the
Syunik region. We expect to imple-
ment these projects and programs for
the residents of this region, together
with the government," the EU ambas-
sador concluded.

Council of Europe Congress Condemns
Military Operation Carried Out by Azerbaijan
in Nagorno Karabakh

STRASBOURG — On 26 Octo-
ber 2023, during its 45th Session in
Strasbourg, the Council of Europe’s
Congress of Local and Regional Au-
thorities held a debate on the humani-
tarian situation following the flight of
more than 100,000 Karabakh Arme-
nians.

In the adopted Declaration pre-
sented by Bernd Vohringer (Germany,
EPP/CCE), the Congress strongly
condemned the military operation
carried out by Azerbaijan in Karabakh
on 19-20 September 2023 and the
preceding ten-month-long blockade
oftheregion, which have led to a dire
humanitarian situation. While recog-
nizing the territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan, the Congress deplored
the serious humanitarian conse-
quences of the situation and called
on Azerbaijan to refrain from any
action that may lead to its further
deterioration, and to release all de-
tained representatives of Karabakh,
including at local level.

The Congress expressed its soli-
darity with Armenian local authorities
hosting Karabakh Armenians, wel-
comed the support already provided to
local communities by the Armenian
government, and affirmed its readi-
ness to assist Armenian national and
local authorities, including through co-
operation activities on the ground, in
addressing the consequences of the
situation.

Noting the promises made by
Azerbaijan’s authorities that the rights
and freedoms of Armenian residents
will be ensured and the announced
plans for their reintegration, the Con-
gress reaffirmed Azerbaijan’s respon-
sibility to guarantee the safety of
Karabakh Armenians remaining in the
region and ensure protection of their
rights, including the right to establish
local self-government institutions in
conformity with the European Charter
of Local Self-Government, and to al-
low a safe return to the region of those
who so wish.
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Sigma Acknowledges
Dr Rosine Der-Tavitian’s Leadership and
Dedication to the Nursing Field

LOS ANGELES -- Rosine Der-
Tavitian was featured on the cover of
Sigma’s Chapter Leader Emphasis an-
nual publication of September 2023.
Dr. Der-Tavitian’s role as the Presi-
dent of the Gamma Tau Chapter at-
large (GTAL) from 2019-2021 is cer-
tainly a significantachievement. GTAL
is an at-large chapter that encompasses
three nursing schools: California State
University, Northridge (CSUN), Cali-
fornia State University Channel Is-
lands (CSUCI), and the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA). This
demonstrates Dr. Der-Tavitian’s lead-
ership and dedication to the nursing
field and her commitment to promot-
ing excellence within these institu-
tions.

Rosine Der-Tavitian’s leadership
during the global COVID-19 pandemic
is certainly commendable. The pan-
demic brought about significant
changes and challenges, particularly in
the realm of remote communication
and activities. Her efforts in adapting
to these seismic shifts by organizing
virtual meetings, adjusting member-
ship recruitment and inductions, and
enhancing activities to engage mem-
bers are essential in maintaining the
chapter’s vitality and ensuring that its
members continue to receive the sup-
port and resources they need during a
challenging time.

Ensuring that Sigma board mem-
bers continued to deliver and improve
chapter services throughout the pan-
demic shows her commitment to the
organization’s mission and her dedica-
tion to serving its members. It’s clear
that Dr. Der-Tavitian played a crucial
role in keeping the chapter active and
vibrant during a period when many
organizations faced disruptions and
uncertainties. Her leadership in navi-
gating these challenges is truly com-
mendable.

Sigma Theta Tau International

CHAPTER LEADER S'8ma

EMPHASIS
: I

Honor Society of Nursing, commonly
known as Sigma, is a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to nurturing nurse
leaders and improving healthcare on a
global scale. Founded in 1922 at Indi-
ana University, Indianapolis, Sigma has
grown to encompass a substantial and
diverse membership base, with over
100,000 active members. These mem-
bers are spread across 600 chapters,
which are affiliated with various insti-
tutions of higher education and
healthcare partners in countries rang-
ing from Armenia, Australia, Lebanon,
and Botswana to Thailand, the United
States, and Wales.

Sigma’s membership includes a
wide range of professionals within the
field of nursing, such as clinical nurses,
administrators, academic nurse edu-
cators, researchers, policymakers, en-
trepreneurs, and others. These indi-
viduals work collectively to realize
Sigma’s overarching vision, which
revolves around connected and em-
powered nurse leaders who can drive
transformative changes in global
healthcare.

More than 100,000 nurse leaders
from around the world are proud to
call themselves a Sigma Nurse.

Foreign Minister Melanie Joly Reaffirmed

Continued from page 1

cision to join a monitoring mission
launched by the European Union along
Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan in
February. Ottawa said in July that two
Canadian experts will be sent to the
South Caucasus country in the coming
months to act as a “third-party con-
tributor to the mission.”

“Canada calls for the full respect
of the territorial integrity of Armenia
and reaffirms the importance of strict
adherence to the principle of non-use
of force or threat of'it,” Joly told a joint
news conference with Mirzoyan ear-
lier on Wednesday.

Joly alluded to the risk of an
Azerbaijaniinvasion of Armenia which
Armenian officials as well as some
analysts believe increased after
Azerbaijan’s September 19-20 military
offensive in Karabakh. She did notrule
out the possibility of Canadian sanc-
tions against Baku in the event of the
invasion.

“When it comes to sanctions ... |

have said that everything is on the
table,” stressed the top Canadian dip-
lomat.

Joly alsoreiterated Canada’s con-
demnation of the Azerbaijani offensive
which forced Karabakh’s virtually en-
tire Armenian population to flee to
Armenia. Baku must respect “the right
to return of the recently displaced
Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh,”
she said, adding that Ottawa has ap-
proved additional humanitarian aid to
those refugees.

Just days after the outbreak of
the 2020 Armenian-Azerbaijani war in
Karabakh, Canada suspended the ex-
port of drone technology to Turkey. It
banned such exports altogetherin 2021
after investigating and confirming re-
ports that Turkish-manufactured
Bayraktar TB2 combat drones, heavily
used by the Azerbaijani army, are
equipped with imaging and targeting
systems made by a Canada-based firm.
Ankara criticized the embargo and
urged the Canadian government to re-
consider it.

November 4, 2023

PM Nikol Pashinyan Stated That

Continued from page 1

nia and Russia, as well as Armenia and
the Collective Security Treaty Organi-
zation.” Pashinyan responded.

In response to another question
about whether Russia’s military pres-
ence in Armenia is an asset or a liabil-
ity, Pashinyan said:

“At least at this moment, I have
already stated that, unfortunately, we
have not seen the advantages in the
context of the cases I have described.

“In general, after the failure of
the peacekeeping contingent of the
Russian Federation in Nagorno-
Karabakh, many questions arise. These
questions are legitimate because, by
saying ‘failure,” [ mean that it is a fact
that the peacekeeping troops of the
Russian Federation were unable or
unwilling to ensure the safety of the
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh,” the
Armenian premier noted.

PM Pashinyan was asked
whether he had concerns that a full-
scale war with Azerbaijan could spread
to the territory of sovereign Armenia
and what Armenia’s allies and partners
should do to prevent it.

“I would, however, separate the
issue of ethnic cleansing in Nagorno-
Karabakh and the issue of more than
100 thousand new refugees and mili-
tary operations against Nagorno-
Karabakh from the question of
Azerbaijan’s possible aggression
against Armenia. Of course, [ will not
say that there are no correlations be-
tween these issues, but they are sepa-
rate issues.

“Of course, we hope that in the
near future, the agreements reached
atthe quadrilateral meeting in Prague
on October 6, 2022, at the trilateral
meeting in Brussels on May 14,2023,
and at the trilateral meeting in Brus-
selsonJuly 15,2023, will be formal-
ized, reaffirmed, and become the
basis for the peace treaty. I want to
remind you of the agreements ex-

pressed in the statement of the Presi-
dent ofthe European Council and the
Prague statement.

“The first principle is that Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan mutually rec-
ognize each other’s territorial integ-
rity. This provision was agreed upon
at the Prague meeting, and on May
14, 2023, another step was taken in
Brussels, where it was recorded that
Azerbaijan recognizes the territorial
integrity of 29,800 square km of
Armenia, and Armenia recognizes
the territorial integrity of 86,600
square km of Azerbaijan.

“The second principle is that
the delimitation process between
Armenia and Azerbaijan should take
place on the basis of the 1991 Alma-
Ata Declaration.

“What is special about it? Its
peculiarity is that at the time of
signing, the countries of the Soviet
Union were already becoming or had
become de facto independent coun-
tries, and with the Alma-Ata Decla-
ration, they recorded that they rec-
ognized the existing Soviet adminis-
trative borders between the repub-
lics as state borders, recognizing the
inviolability and territorial integrity
of these borders. When we say that
the delimitation of the borders should
take place on the basis of the 1991
Alma-Ata Declaration, it means that
the state maps existing at that time
should be used as the basis for bor-
der delimitation.

“The third principle is that the
opening of communications in the re-
gion, including the opening of roads
and railways between Armenia and
Azerbaijan for mutual and interna-
tional trade, should take place on the
basis of the principles of sovereignty,
jurisdiction, equality, and reciprocity
between the countries. These prin-
ciples are practically agreed upon,
and it remains to conclude a peace
treaty based on these agreed prin-
ciples and move forward.”

EU Preparing New Aid Package

Continued from page 1

professionals working with vulner-
able people;

-Addressing educational
inclusivity and revising vocational
curricula;

-Safeguarding children’s rights;

-Enhancing the resilience of local
authorities.

“Through this dedicated and tar-
geted package we will support our
member state Armenia and its people,
as they face these unprecedented hard-
ships and challenges”, said Secretary
General Marija Pejcinovic Buric.

India Considering Supplying a New Batch

Continued from page 1

weapons to Armenia included Pinaka
multi-barrel rocket launchers, anti-tank
missiles, and ammunition. The arms
shipments were reportedly routed
through Iran, which has historical ties
with Armenia, leading to protests from
Azerbaijan.

Earlier this year, India, Iran, and
Armenia teamed up to explore a trans-
portation corridor during a meeting in
Yerevan in April. The three sides dis-
cussed economic projects, regional
communication channels, prospects
for deepening cultural and people-to-
people contacts, and trilateral coop-
eration in various fields. It was de-

cided to “continue consultations” in
this format. The trilateral meeting also
discussed the use of the North-South
transport corridor.

The new weapons brought to
Armenia are currently being tested
by the Armenian military, and the
results are “very satisfactory,” ac-
cording to the chairman of
Armenia’s Parliamentary Commit-
tee on Defense and Security Af-
fairs, Andranik Kocharyan. Details
of the fresh supplies are not yet
known, but anonymous analysts in
Armenia suggested that the cargo
might comprise tools that could
act as a deterrent amid the hostile
environment with Azerbaijan.
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= Armenia

Guide & Director: Norayr Daduryan

’
> What's Included
— 11 nights In Yerevan and 73N
(\Q 2 nights In Lori Y
Bus transfers to and from (o
the airport & hotel Ay
Guided tours In Sevan, N
G) Gyumri, Lori, and Yerevan G/‘
@ Day trip in Vienna, Austria @
o o
Pricing
Flight + Land

Land Only

s il
P oo o o 68 @WEn

Summer Trip

Double Occup. $4,699 pp

Double Occup. $2,799 pp

July 2-16

¥20¢

5 lunches and 2 dinners
(including farewell dinner)

Wine tour and lunch In Van
Ardi Winery

Monasteries, historic, and
major UNESCO sites

Entrance fees to museums
and monuments

Book Your
Vacation Now! §
Norayr Daduryan |

norayrdaduryan@gmail.com w

(626) 660-9443

Massis Weekly.com
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