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EU Foreign Ministers Approve Expansion
of Border Monitoring Mission In Armenia

BRUSSELS — The European
Union’s Foreign Ministers have ap-
proved the proposal to expand the
border monitoring mission deployed in
Armenia and to activate discussions on
visa liberalization with Armenia, EU
High Representative for Foreign Af-
fairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell
said in Brussels on Monday.

The decisions were taken at the
session of the Foreign Affairs Council,
which also had the issue of Armenia-
Azerbaijan relations on its agenda.

“The Council discussed how to
strengthen cooperation with Armenia
and support its democratically elected
authorities, its resilience, its security
and the continuation of reforms in the
country. We decided to beef up our
mission in Armenia with more ser-
vants and more patrols in the sensitive

areas of the border. And we will ex-
plore a possible support to Armenia
under European Peace Facility and an
option for visa liberalization for Arme-
nia,” Borrell said after the meeting.

The European Peace Facility is
an instrument by which Brussels pro-
vides means to increase the defense
capacity of countries that are not mem-
bers of the Union, prevent conflicts,
and strengthen peace. It is through this
facility that Ukraine, Georgia and
Moldova have beenreceiving aid from
the European Union.

Borrell also said that the EU has
to be “very much vigilant for any
attempt of destabilization of Armenia
internally and externally.”

“Our message to Azerbaijan has

Continued on page4

CFPB Orders Citi to Pay $25.9 Million
for Intentional, Illegal Discrimination
Against Armenian Americans

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau (CFPB) ordered Citi to pay
$25.9 million in fines and consumer
redress for intentionally and illegally
discriminating against credit card ap-
plicants the bank identified as Arme-
nian American. From 2015 through
2021, Citi singled out for discrimina-
tion applicants for certain credit card
products, based on their surnames,
whom it suspected of being of Arme-
nian descent. Citi supervisors con-
spired to hide the discrimination by
instructing employees not to discuss
the discriminatory practices in writing
or on recorded phone lines. Citi em-
ployees also lied about the basis of
denial, providing false reasons to de-
nied applicants. Under today’s order,
Citi will pay $1.4 million to harmed
consumers along with a $24.5 million
penalty.

“The CFPB found that Citi pur-
posefully discriminated against appli-
cants of Armenian descent, primarily
based on the spelling of their lastname,”
said CFPB Director Rohit Chopra. “Citi
stereotyped Armenians as prone to
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crime and fraud. Inreality, Citiillegally
fabricated documents to cover up its
discrimination.”

Citibank, N.A. is a national bank
with headquarters in New York City
that issues consumer credit cards, in-
cluding retail services credit cards for
companies like Home Depot and Best
Buy. Citi’s parent company is Citigroup
(NYSE: C), a global financial services
holding company. As of June 30,2023,
Citi had $1.7 trillion in total assets —

Continued on page 2

Prime Minister of Armenia, President of
France Meet in Paris, Discuss Bilateral
Cooperation Regional Security

PARIS — Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron held a meeting
atthe Elysee Palace in Paris on Wednes-
day.

The President of France first
expressed his condolences to the Prime
Minister on the death of Christian Ter-
Stepanyan, Permanent Representative
of the Republic of Armenia to
UNESCO, Personal Representative of
the Prime Minister of Armenia to the
International Organization of La
Francophonie. Emmanuel Macron once
again emphasized France’s support to
Armeniain its further development and

in overcoming of existing challenges.

Nikol Pashinyan thanked for the
warm hospitality and condolences. The
Prime Minister emphasized the devel-
opment of Armenian-French coopera-
tion in all fields, stressing the interest
of the Armenian government in this
matter.

The interlocutors discussed is-
sues related to the process of normal-
ization of Armenia-Azerbaijanrelations.
The importance of the principles set
down in the four-sided Granada decla-
ration of the Prime Minister of Arme-

Continued on page4

“Armenia Has Never Agreed for a Third
Country to Control Any Part of It’s Sovereign
Territory” FM Spokesperson

YEREVAN — No third country
can establish control over any part of
Armenia’s sovereign territory, Spokes-
person for the Armenian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Ani Badalyansaidina
statement.

The comments come after Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry’s official repre-
sentative Maria Zakharova said that
under the tripartite statement dated
November 9, 2020, the Russian border
guards must control transport com-
munications between Azerbaijan and
Nakhichevan through the territory of
Armenia.

Zakharova said that a Russian-
Armenian-Azerbaijani task force came
close to working out all practical mo-
dalities of the transport links during
over a dozen meetings held in Mos-
cow. The process was not completed
because “somebody simply lacks the
political will to do this,” she told a
news briefing.

Zakharova also commented on
the recent creation of a special unit of
Armenia’s National Security Service
(NSS) tasked with ensuring the safe
transit of people, goods and other cargo
through the country. Citing the
ceasefire agreement that stopped the

2020 war in Nagorno-Karabakh, she
said that it is Russian border guards
that should exercise “control over
transport communications” between
Nakhichevan and the rest of Azerbaijan.

‘The Government of the Repub-
lic of Armenia recently published the
“Crossroads of Peace” project, the
basic principles of which make it clear
that in case of the opening of regional
communications, the Republic of Ar-
menia should implement border and
customs control in its territory through

Continued on page4
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Georgian Port Authorities Confirmed the
Transit of French Bastions to Armenia

TBILISI — The APM Terminals
Poti company confirmed to the Geor-
gian service of Radio Liberty the tran-
sit of French weapons to Armenia
through the port of Poti. According to
media reports, the shipment includes
Bastion multi-purpose armored ve-
hicles.

“In this particular case, the cargo
arrived from an EU country — France
and was sent to Armenia — a country
that is not subject to sanctions,” the
company operating the port of Poti
said in a statement. “In addition, in the
absence of clear instructions from the
Government of Georgia and restric-
tions imposed by international regula-
tors, APM Terminals Poti is deprived
of'the ability to unreasonably refuse to
accept cargo that is not sanctioned.”

Earlier, Azerbaijan “strongly con-
demned” France’s shipment of Bas-
tion armored vehicles to Armenia, said
Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Aykhan Hajizadeh. The Azerbaijani
portal Caliber.Az reported that on the
night of November 11-12, Bastion ar-
mored vehicles manufactured by
ACMAT were shipped to the port of
Poti. “Components for Bastion have
also been sent — the sender is the
French company ARQUUS,” the mes-
sage said.

Caliber.Az wrote that “military
equipment sent by France for Armenia
is moving through Georgia towards
the Georgian-Armenian border,” not-
ing that “Georgia has long refused the
transit of French weapons to Armenia,
but now, apparently, official Tbilisi
has given consent.”

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
called on the international community
to “refrain from arming Armenia,
known for its aggressive policies and
actions.”

“The transfer of the above-men-

tioned military equipment will serve to
strengthen the destructive activities in
the region and the military potential of
Armenia, which for almost 30 years
has kept part of the territories of the
Republic of Azerbaijan under occupa-
tion and currently does not abandon
aggressive policies and rhetoric. These
steps by France, which positions itself
as a promoter of international law and
asupporter of peace and stability in the
region, seriously question efforts to
normalize relations in the region on the
basis of mutual recognition and re-
spect for the sovereignty, territorial
integrity, and international borders of
states and serve to aggravate the situ-
ation. Against the background of
France’s smear campaign against
Azerbaijan and destructive activities in
the region, these steps, which serve
the policy of militarization of Armenia,
indicate that France is guided by mis-
guided interests in the region. Armenia
and France must put an end to the
policy of armament and militarization
in the region; these countries must
finally understand that there is no al-
ternative to peace and cooperation in
the region,” Baku said.

The French publication Ouest
France writes that the “Bastions” were
originally intended for Ukraine, but in
Kiev, they were considered too poorly
protected from artillery fire and anti-
tank missiles.

Georgian official departments do
not comment on information about the
supply of French military equipment.
The Armenian media inquired about
the position of the Armenian Ministry
of Defense. “Other than official re-
ports and statements on cooperation
between Armenia and France in the
field of defense, we currently cannot
provide any additional information,”
the Armenian department said.
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Media Report: Armenia Buys Indian
Anti-Drone Systems to Fight Azerbaijan’s
Kamikaze UAVs

NEW DELHI — Armenia will
reportedly buy $41 million worth of
anti-drone military equipment from
India in a fresh arms deal between the
two countries that have significantly
deepened bilateral ties in the last few
years.

Citing unnamed “officials,” the
Indian news website
Euarasiantimes.com reported on
Wednesday that Yerevan has already
signed a supply contract with the In-
dian company manufacturing the Zen
Anti-Drone System (ZADS).

The deal calls for not only the
delivery of an unspecified number of
ZADS units to Armenia but also their
maintenance and training of Armenian
military personnel, the publication said,
adding that the company, Zen Tech-
nologies, will open an office in Arme-
nia for that purpose.

ZADS is a new system that can
detect combat drones and neutralize
them through communication jamming.
The Indian army is due to receive the
first such systems next March.

“The Zen Technologies Anti-
Drone System is a proven technology,
having been inducted in the IAF and
now the Indian Army opting for it. And
Armeniarealizes that once Indian armed
forces induct it, it must be good,” the
source said.

The Armenian Defense Ministry did
not confirm the report. It normally does
not comment on its arms acquisitions.

The Azerbaijani army heavily used
Turkish and Israeli-manufactured
drones during the 2020 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh and subsequent clashes along
Azerbaijan’s border with Armenia. The

Armenian military is therefore keen to
boost its air defenses.

India and Armenia have stepped
up defense cooperation since the
Karabakh war during which India’s
arch-foe Pakistan strongly supported
Azerbaijan. In September 2022, the
Armenian Defense Ministry reportedly
signed contracts for the purchase of
$245 million worth of Indian multiple-
launch rocket systems, anti-tank rock-
ets and ammunition.

Indian mediareported afterwards
that the two sides signed in November
2022 a $155 million deal to supply
Indian 155-milimeter howitzers to the
Armenian army.

An Indian defense publication,
idrw.org, reported in September this
year that Armenia is due to receive a
total of 90 ATAGS howitzers. Six of
them have already been delivered to
the South Caucasus nations while the
84 others will be shipped over the next
three years, it said.

Since Ukraine war, Yerevan has
been looking for other arms suppliers
and Russia failed to provide the nation
with ordered weapons worth around
US $400 million (it has not yet returned
the money).

Late last month, Armenia signed
two arms deals with France. One of
them entitles it to buying three sophis-
ticated radar systems from the French
defense group Thales. The French and
Armenian defense ministers also signed
in Paris a “letter of intent” on the future
delivery of French short-range sur-
face-to-air missiles. No financial de-
tails of these agreements or delivery
dates were made public.

CFPB Orders Citi to Pay $25.9 Million

Continued from page 1

making it the third-largest bank by
asset size in the United States.

Citi treated Armenian Americans
as criminals who were likely to com-
mit fraud. From atleast 2015 through
2021, Citi targeted retail services
credit card applicants with surnames
that Citi employees associated with
Armenian national origin as well as
applicants in or around Glendale,
California. The bank specifically tar-
geted surnames ending in “-ian” and

“-yan.” Nicknamed “Little Armenia,”
Glendale is home to approximately
15% ofthe Armenian American popu-
lation in the U.S.

Intentionally denying credit to
entire groups of people based on na-
tional origin is unlawful. Citi’s ac-
tions violated the Equal Credit Oppor-
tunity Act. Citi managers trained and
directed employees to take part in the
bank’s plan to single out Armenian
Americans applying for retail services
credit cards because of stereotypes
Citi projected onto an entire national-

ity. Specifically, Citi harmed con-
sumers by:

Citi’s supervisors taught employ-
ees how to discriminate against people
of perceived Armenian descent. A pri-
mary tool for identifying who to dis-
criminate against was surname suffixes.
When Citi identified credit card appli-
cants as potentially being of Armenian
national origin, the bank applied more
stringent criteria to their applications,
including denying them outright and re-
quiring additional information or placing
a block on the account. Employees were
instructed to avoid discussing the illegal
discriminatory practice in writing or on

recorded phone lines.

When Citi denied credit appli-
cations because of applicants’ per-
ceived Armenian national origin, Citi
employees lied about the specific
reasons for the adverse actions. At
one point, a Citi employee explained
it had been a while since they had
denied an application because of a
consumer’s Armenian surname, and
wanted a suggestion on how to cover
up the discrimination. The response
was to decline the credit card appli-
cation due to suspected credit abuse,
which essentially blamed the appli-
cant for the denial.
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The Guardian: BP Projects Have Helped
Fund Azerbaijan Military Aggression

Support the Guardian
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BP’s fossil fuel projects in
Azerbaijan have helped fund the mili-
tary aggression against Karabakh Ar-
menians though the transfer to billions
of dollars to the Azerbaijan govern-
ment since 2020, a campaign group
has claimed.

Global Witness said Azerbaijan’s
share of two large oil and gas projects
operated by the British oil company
had earned its government more than
four times its military spending since
2020, the year that war broke out in the
disputed territory of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Analysis by the NGO suggested
that Azerbaijan’s economic reliance on
BP, its largest foreign investor, had
indirectly helped to fund Azerbaijan’s
military aggression against ethnic Ar-
menians in the contested region, which
has forced more than 100,000 people to
flee the territory since early September.

In the same month senior figures
representing BP, including its chair,
Helge Lund, and former chief execu-
tive John Browne, visited Baku to at-
tend the 100th birthday celebrations of
Azerbaijan’s late former president
Heydar Aliyev and reiterate its com-
mitment “to long-term partnership with
Azerbaijan”, according to a company
statement.
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BP’s financial disclosures show
it has supplied Baku with oil and gas
worth almost $35bn on the global mar-
ket since 2020. This sum is more than
four times the government’s military
spending over the same period, which
reached $7.9bn, according to the
Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute.

Dominic Eagleton, senior cam-
paigner at Global Witness, said: “BP’s
longstanding partnership with the
Aliyev ‘dictatorship’ has funded
Azerbaijan’s militarisation and aggres-
sion against Armenia. BP has been
happy to keep drilling, having learned
nothing from the historic mistake it
made in Russia.”

“Funding violent dictators is al-
ways a bad strategy,” Eagleton said.

A spokesperson for BP said the
company has “been present in
Azerbaijan for three decades and we
remain committed to operating a safe,
reliable, and resilient energy business
in the region”.

BP holds the largest share of
Azerbaijan’s oil and gas projects along-
side other foreign oil companies, in-
cluding the US firm Exxon Mobil,
Norway’s Equinor and the Russian
company Lukoil, which hold small
minority stakes in the projects.

French Journalists Win Fondation Varenne
Prize for Report on Nagorno Karabakh

BRUNO DAVID, DIRECTEUR DU MUSEUM D’HISTOIRE NATURELLE
« L'observation du vivant est une ecole fn;midable »
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PARIS — French journalists
Pierre Sautreuil and Thomas Guichard
have won the Varenne Young Journal-
ist Award for their Les dessins perdus
du Haut-Karabakh (The lost drawings
of Nagorno-Karabakh) article published
in La Croix Hebdo.

Les dessins perdus du Haut-
Karabakh is a story of how drawings
found in an abandoned village in
Nagorno-Karabakh helped retrace the

story of an Armenian family in exile.

The Varenne Foundation encour-
ages and promotes the profession of
journalists, in all media, through: the
Varenne Journalists Prize, awarded an-
nually to journalists (professionals and
students in journalism schools) from
the written press, radio and television,
as well as to photographers, juries
made up of the big names in the pro-
fession.
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Special Forces of Armenia, Greece and
Cyprus Hold Joint Military Exercises

ATHENS — The special forces
of Armenia, Greece and Cyprus held
trainings in Nea Peramou, Attica, from
November 6 to 10, the General Staff of
Greek National Defense informs.

In the framework of international
cooperation planning, the armed forces
participated in the tripartite joint train-

ing of the special forces of Greece,
Cyprus, and Armenia, which was held
in Nea Peramos, Greece, noted the
respective statement.

These joint military exercises are
part of the 2023 joint action plan be-
tween Armenia, Greece, and Cyprus.

PM Pashinyan Meets with US Assistant
Secretary of State James O’Brien

PARIS — Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan had a meeting
today with US Assistant Secretary
of State James O’Brien on the side-
lines of the “6th Paris Peace Confer-
ence” in Paris, the government press
service reported.

Pashinyan emphasized the
role of the US in the Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace process. The
continuation of the peace process
based on the principles agreed upon
at the trilateral meetings held in
Brussels on May 14 and July 15,
2023 was highlighted.

The Prime Minister touched
upon the project of the Armenian
Government “Crossroads of Peace”
and added that the unblocking of the
regional transport infrastructures
should be based on the principles of
sovereignty, jurisdiction, reciproc-
ity and equality.

The problems of more than 100
thousand refugees from Nagorno-
Karabakh as a result of Azerbaijan’s
ethnic cleansing policy, as well as
the steps of the Armenian Govern-
ment to overcome them were
touched upon.

The assistance of the inter-
national community in solving the

existing problems was empha-
sized.

Addressing the Silk Road inter-
national conference in late October
in Tbilisi, Georgia Armenian PM
Nikol Pashinyan unveiled the ‘Cross-
roads of Peace’ project, saying the
South Caucasus region needs a stable
peace, which is difficult to achieve
without open roads.

“Open borders, economic, po-
litical, cultural ties are impossible
without open roads. For this reason,
our government has created and pre-
sents the ‘Crossroads of Pace’
project as an important part of the
peace agenda,” he said.

Pashinyan Meets with Interna-
tional Criminal Court Prosecu-
tor Karim A. Khan

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
met on Friday with the chief pros-
ecutor of the International Criminal
Court (ICC) Karim A. Khan on the
sidelines of Paris Peace Conference
held in the French capital..

Pashinyan’s press office said
he discussed with the British pros-
ecutor “issues relating to interna-
tional justice and law as well as other
topics of mutual interest.”
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Armenian FEMINNO Conference on
Women and Innovation in San Francisco

Recently, the first outgoing con-
ference of FEMINNO, the biggest fe-
male innovation platform in Armenia
and in the Caucasus, was held in San
Francisco California, which the orga-
nizers called “satellite” conference.

“Having had serious success in
Armenia for two years, we realized
that it is time to export the unique
brand we have created and start bring-
ing together the women engaged in
innovation in the diaspora and foreign
communities as well as the men who
support the cause,” says Seda Papoyan,
the founder of FEMINNO.

The theme of the FEMINNO sat-
ellite conference in San Francisco was
“ATland Inclusive Innovation, around
which more than 100 Armenian and
American specialists from both tech-
nology and other innovative fields gath-
ered. Among the speakers, the orga-
nizers of FEMINNO managed to at-
tract some very influential names in
the Silicon Valley, including the former
VP of Engineering of Twitter/X, now
the Executive Director of Emerson
Collective, as well as the Secretary of
the Board of TUMO — Raffi Krikorian,
the Head of Legal PMO at Meta —
Emmanuelle Brissaud, serial entre-
preneur in Al — David Yang, execu-
tive director of Excelerate Global —
Seline Karakaya, SADA CFO Lusine
Yeghiazaryan, founder of Genera-
tion She — Avni Barman, recognized
Armenian serial innovator and entre-
preneur Zarik Boghosyan, Armenian
International Women’s Association’s
(AIWA) San Francisco branch mem-
bers and others. Leading specialists
from Google, Slack and other techno-
logical and innovative companies were
among the participants of the confer-
ence.

The first FEMINNO satellite con-

FEMINNO
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ference was supported by a number of
organizations from Armenia and the
United States. The event was hosted
by the Krouzian-Zekarian-Vasbouragan
Armenian School of San Francisco,
welcoming this unique initiative in their
Saroyan hall.

“We are delighted with this initia-
tive not only for its unique innovative
content, but especially with the cour-
age that this team of Armenian women
was able to conceive, develop and
implement such an event to bring it to
San Francisco,” the speakers said.

Mariam Torosyan, the founder
of'the Safe YOU platform, also partici-
pated as a speaker of FEMINNO from
Armenia. And since one of the main
directions of the FEMINNO platform
is the promotion of women’s partici-
pation in innovative fields, through a
video address the organizers also made
the voice of Artsakh women heard in
San Francisco by involving Nina
Shahverdyan, a young teacher and
blogger who was displaced from
Stepanakert, Artsakh.

“In the near future, we will
launch a special “digital rebuilding”
program for women forcibly dis-
placed from Artsakh, for which the
online fundraising continues these
days,” said Seda Papoyan.

With the first outgoing confer-
ence in San Francisco, the founder of
the FEMINNO platform announced
the start of a series of satellite confer-
ences, with the help of which it will be
possible to create an active network of
innovative Armenian and local women,
as well as men who support them, and
create bigger results together.
FEMINNO 2024 will be held in Arme-
nia on July 27-28, and before then the
organizers plan to send at least one
more “satellite” to a continent.

Prime Minister of Armenia

Continued from page 1

nia, the President of France, the Chan-
cellor of Germany and the President of
the European Council was emphasized
in the matter of the normalization of
relations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

Reference was made to the hu-
manitarian problems of more than
100,000 persons forcibly displaced
from Nagorno-Karabakh as a result of
Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing policy,
as well as to the steps taken by the
Armenian government to overcome

them. The support of the international
community in solving the existing prob-
lems was highlighted.

Issues related to further deepen-
ing and expansion of Armenian-French
cooperation in economy, infrastruc-
ture development and other fields were
also discussed. The parties expressed
their willingness to consistently con-
tinue the work in that direction.

Nikol Pashinyan and Emmanuel
Macron exchanged thoughts on the
issues of regional peace and stability,
as well as Armenia-European Union
cooperation.
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Nairi Bandari Receives Jury’s Choice Award
for “Eyes on Artsakh” Documentary

SAN JOSE — Nairi Bandari has
been honored with the prestigious
Jury’s Choice Award at the Golden
Gate International Film Festival for her
documentary film, “Eyes on Artsakh.”
This short poetic documentary takes
viewers on a captivating journey to
Artsakh/Nagorno Karabakh, providing
a profound glimpse into the experi-
ences and emotions of the region’s
inhabitants.

“Eyes on Artsakh” delves into
the lives of ordinary people residing in
the villages of Artsakh/Nagorno
Karabakh, following the 2020 invasion
by Azerbaijan. The documentary show-
cases the resilience and spirit of these
individuals as they rebuild their lives in
the aftermath of a devastating war that
claimed the lives of 5000 brave sol-
diers and civilians.

The film has not only captivated
audiences with its poignant storytelling
but has also contributed to the aware-
ness and correct pronunciation of the
region’s name. Nairi Bandari expressed
her satisfaction, saying, “Now more
people can pronounce Artsakh cor-
rectly. [ have accomplished my goal!”

The Golden Gate International
Film Festival (GGIFF), powered by
Net Effect Media Inc., is dedicated to
showcasing the immense talent of film-
makers worldwide. The festival pro-
vides a platform for creative minds to
exhibit their work in North America
and across the globe. Net Effect Media
(NEM), the organization behind
GGIFF, was established in 2000 and
has since distributed and marketed
over 250 films through various medi-
ums such as theaters, home video,
television, pay-per-view, video-on-de-
mand, and mobile applications. NEM
has also ventured into offering pay-
per-view services on its own platform.
GGIFF strives to offer opportunities

to content creators from all corners of
the world, enabling them to reach the
widest possible audience.

For more information about the
Golden Gate International Film Festival
and to discover the recent winners, visit
goldengateinternationalfilmfestival.com.

Nairi Bandari was born and raised
in Iran, but always had an appetite to
explore the world.

Upon completion of her studies
at the French University of Armenia,
she embarked upon a journey to the
diverse city of Los Angeles, driven by
her passion for visual arts and pho-
tography. Presently, she thrives as a
student of documentary production
at California State University of
Northridge, simultaneously immers-
ing herself'in the creation of captivat-
ing films that embody the essence of
truth.

Nairi Bandari extends her grati-
tude to the following individuals and
groups who supported her in the mak-
ing of “Eyes on Artsakh”: Christina
Khachaturyan, Dzia Vartabedian,
Hermine Avagyan, Maria Karapetyan,
She Loves Collective.

EU Foreign Ministers Approve Expansion

Continued frompage 1

been clear: any violation of Armenian
territorial integrity would be unaccept-
able and would have severe conse-
quences for the quality of our rela-
tions,” the EU foreign policy chief
stressed.

Borrell called for the resump-
tion of negotiations between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan based on the work
done by the president of the EU
Council.

“We need a peace treaty to be
concluded, and we are committed to
continue our mediation role,” Borrel
said, adding that the EU Foreign Min-
isters had decided to invite Armenian

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan to
join them on the margins of the next or
one of the upcoming Foreign Affairs
Council meetings.

The decisions of the EU foreign
ministers are to be submitted to the
European Commission in the time to
come. The Commission then is to
present proposals on their implemen-
tation. It is expected that at that time it
will become clear to what extent and
how the European Union mission
(EUMA) deployed in Armenia can be
expanded, and whatkind ofaid Yerevan
can expect from Brussels. The deci-
sions of the European Commission, in
turn, must be ratified by the 27 EU
member states.

Armenia Has Never Agreed

Continued from page 1

its state institutions,” Ani Badalyan
said in response.

She reminded that a special de-
partment was recently created within
the National Security Service of Arme-
nia to ensure the safety of these com-
munications, as well as the safe pas-

sage of goods, cargo, vehicles and
people in case of the opening of re-
gional communications.

“The Republic of Armenia has
never, in any document, agreed to any
limitation of its sovereignty, and con-
trol of a third country cannot be estab-
lished over any part of its sovereign
territory,” the Spokesperson stated.
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