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President Vahagn Khachaturyan Attends
Inauguration Ceremony of Argentina's
New President Javier Milei

BUENOS AIRES -- Argentina’s
new President Javier Milei met with
his Armenian counterpart Vahagn
Khachaturyan and called for closer
ties between their countries ahead of
his inauguration ceremony held on
Sunday.

Khachaturyan was among a hand-
ful of foreign leadersy who attended
the ceremony held in Buenos Aires.
According to the Armenian presiden-
tial press office, he was the first of
those dignitaries to be received by
Milei in his new capacity.

“I have been to Armenia and am
familiar with Armenia,” the office
quoted Milei as saying. “I am confi-
dent that we will further deepen our
relations.”

The Armenian president, likewise
expressed confidence that the two gov-
ernments “will do everything to raise
the Armenian-Argentinian relationship
to a higher level.” He thanked Argen-
tina for its “support that has been
shown to Armenia in recent years.”

During the meeting, President
Vahagn Khachaturyan invited Javier
Milei to Armenia on behalf of himself
and the Prime Minister of Armenia, in
response to which the President-elect
of Argentina stated that he would be
glad to visit Yerevan if possible,
thereby further contributing to the
strengthening of relations between
the two countries.

Continued onpage3

YEREVAN -- Armenia and
Azerbaijan exchanged over three dozen
prisoners on Wednesday one week
after reaching an agreement to that
effect welcomed by the international
community.

In line with that agreement,
Azerbaijan freed 32 Armenian soldiers
and civilians in exchange for Armenia’s
release oftwo Azerbaijani servicemen.
The swap took place at the border
between the two countries.

As part of the deal, Yerevan also
dropped its objections to Baku’s bid to

32 Armenian POWs Return Home

B

host the COP29 climate summit next
year. The United Nations officially an-
nounced Azerbaijan as the summit host
on Monday.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
posted the list of the freed Armenians
on his Facebook page. He said that
they will undergo medical examina-
tions before reuniting with their fami-
lies.

Most of them were taken pris-
oner in Nagorno-Karabakh in Decem-

Continued on page 2

"Armenia's Government and People Share
European Aspirations,' Says Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan

BRUSSELS -- The Armenian
government has voiced support for
Georgia’s, Ukraine’s and Moldova’s
membership in the European Union
and reaffirmed its desire to deepen
ties with the EU.

“My government warmly wel-
comes the European Commission’s
[recent] decision to recommend the
European Council to open accession

talks with Moldova and Ukraine and
to grant candidate status to Geor-
gia,” Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan said late on Monday. “This
decision is welcomed not only by the
government of Armenia but also
people of Armenia, who also have
European aspirations.”

Continued on page 3

ACA’s Annual Toy Drive and Comedy Night:
Bringing Joy and Providing Toys for Children in Armenia

PASADENA — Over 150 indi-
viduals gathered at the AEBU Center in
Pasadena for an evening filled with
laughter and philanthropy at the 2nd
Annual Toy Drive/Comedy Night event,
meticulously organized by the Arme-
nian Council of America. The purpose
was twofold: to enjoy a night of com-
edy and to contribute toys for children
in Armenia.

Guiding the audience through the
night’s festivities, Master of Ceremo-
nies Steven Hovagimian introduced a
stellar lineup of comedians, including
Antic, Vache Tovmasyan, Armen
Demq Show, Sophie Samuelian, and
Armen Babasaloukian. Their perfor-
mances elicited uproarious laughter
and infused the atmosphere with a
spirit of joviality.

Reflecting on the event’s suc-

cess, Allison Gafari, a member of the
organizing committee, expressed her
delight with the substantial turnout.
“This marks the second year organiz-
ing the Toy Drive/Comedy Night, and
once again, it was an extraordinary

)

success,” she noted.

The collected toys will soon em-
bark on a journey to Armenia, where
they will be distributed to children in
need in the upcoming weeks. Addi-
tionally, efforts are underway to gather
donations for the direct purchase of
toys in Armenia, a strategic move aimed
at mitigating shipping costs.

Raffi Barsamian, another mem-
ber of the organizing committee, un-
derscored the profound significance
of'the Toy Drive Comedy Night. “This

Continued on page4
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Rep. Schiff Leads Letter to Comptroller Hsu
Demanding Accountability from Citibank for
Discriminating Against Armenian Customers

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep-
resentative Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) led
a letter to the Office of the Comptroller
of Currency’s Acting Comptroller
Michael J. Hsu to demand answers and
further accountability from CitiBank
for their recent discrimination against
Armenian credit card customers.

“We write today regarding dis-
turbing reports of Citigroup Inc. (Citi)’s
discriminatory lending practices
against Armenian Americans. Accord-
ing to the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau (CFPB), Citi deliberately
targeted and denied Armenian Ameri-
can credit card applicants based on
their surnames and city of residence
over a six-year period. According to
reports, from 2015 through 2021, Citi
singled out credit card applicants with
surnames that Citi employees associ-
ated with Armenian origin as well as
applicants whose addresses were in or
near Glendale, California, home to a
large and vibrant Armenian commu-
nity,” the lawmakers wrote.

“Citiis the fourth-largest bank by
U.S. customer deposits, according to
the Federal Reserve. As one of the
largest banks in the nation, their insti-

tution plays a key role in determining
which individuals and communities
have access to economic opportunity.
No American should fear that their
access to financial services or finan-
cial stability will be impacted by their
race, ethnicity, nation of origin, or any
other protected trait,” the lawmakers
continued.

Finally, the lawmakers demanded
answers to these key questions.

-Has the OCC launched its own
investigation into this case and consid-
ered taking additional actions to hold
Citi accountable?

-Have any other financial institu-
tions engaged in similar discriminatory
actions against the Armenian commu-
nity or other ethnic communities?

-Do any of the employees re-
sponsible for participating in this dis-
criminatory practice still hold employ-
ment with Citi and what disciplinary
actions have taken place?

-What actions has Citi taken to
ensure this does not happen again?

-Whatadditional regulatory tools
are necessary to make sure this does
not happen again at Citi or any other
institution?

EU to Expend Border Monitoring Mission
in Armenia

BRUSSELS -- The European
Union has decided to deploy an addi-
tional 71 observers and experts to
Armenia’s volatile border with
Azerbaijan.

The EU’s top diplomat, Josep
Borrell, announced the decision late on
Monday following a meeting of the
foreign ministers of EU member states
held in Brussels. He said they agreed to
“increase our presence on the ground
from 138 staff to 209.”

“The fact that we have decided
to increase by such an important num-
ber our staff on this mission shows
our clear commitment to stability on
the border between Armenia and
Azerbaijan and an important contribu-

tion to the peace efforts,” Borrell told
a news briefing.

He said the expansion of the
monitoring mission, approved by the
ministers in principle last month, also
reflects the EU’s deepening relations
with Armenia.

“Armenia clearly sees the ben-
efits of increasing cooperation with us
and we are ready to respond posi-
tively,” added the EU foreign policy
chief.

The mission was launched in
February at the request of the Arme-
nian government and with the stated
aim of preventing or reducing ceasefire
violations along the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border.

Armenian Parliament Ratifies Customs
Cooperation Agreement with India

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Na-
tional Assembly voted unanimously to
ratify the agreement on Cooperation
and Mutual Assistance between the
Governments of Armenia and India,
Deputy Speaker of Parliament Hakob
Arshakyan informs.

“As the leader of the Armenian-
Indian parliamentary friendship group,
I attach importance to the deepening
of relations with India,” Arshakyan
said in a Facebook post.

He called it an important step
towards the the implementation of the
“Crossroads of Peace” project.

“The National Assembly is also
taking steps towards the develop-
ment of parliamentary relations be-
tween Armenia and India,” the law-
maker said.

The treaty, titled the Agreement

on Customs Affairs Cooperation and
Mutual Aid between Armenia and In-
dia, was signed on June 23, 2023 in
Brussels. Under the agreement, Arme-
nia and India will provide mutual ad-
ministrative support to one another
and exchange information regarding
customs affairs.

The agreement will enable faster
solutions and detection of possible vio-
lations during exports and imports.
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ECHR Rejected Appeal Filed by Dismissed
Former Armenian Supreme Court Judges

STRASBOURG — The Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECHR)
has dismissed an appeal filed more
than three years ago by the former
chairman and three other members of
Armenia’s Constitutional Court against
their dismissal in 2020.

A constitutional reform amend-
ments passed by the parliament ex-
tended a 12-year term limit to all nine
members of the Constitutional Court,
thereby mandating the immediate dis-
missal of three court justices who had
taken the bench in the 1990s. They
alsorequired Hrayr Tovmasyan to quit
as court chairman while allowing him
to remain a judge.

Tovmasyan and the three ousted
judges — Alvina Gyulumyan, Felix
Tokhyan and Hrant Nazaryan — said
the amendments are null and void be-
cause they were not sent to the Consti-
tutional Court for examination prior to
their passage.

Tovmasyan, Gyulumyan,
Tokhyan and Nazaryan went on to
appeal to the ECHR, saying that they
were forced out in violation of several
articles of the European Convention on
Human Rights. One of those articles
guarantees their “access to court.”

In its long-awaited ruling made
public on Thursday, the Strasbourg-
based court refused to invalidate or
challenge in any away their ouster,
saying that it resulted from the consti-
tutional changes “not directed against
them specifically.” It claimed to have
found no “evidence of the authorities

singling out any of the applicants with
negative remarks about their profes-
sional performance, personality or
moral values.”

The ECHR ruling also cited state-
ments on the issue made by the Venice
Commission of the Council of Europe
in 2020. While largely backing the
constitutional amendments, the com-
mission criticized the Pashinyan
administration’s refusal to introduce a
transitional period that would “allow
for a gradual change in the composi-
tion of the court in order to avoid any
abrupt and immediate change endan-
gering the independence of this institu-
tion.”

As a result of the 2020 amend-
ments, two more Constitutional Court
members resigned in the following
years. The vast majority of the court’s
current judges have been handpicked
by Armenia’s current political leader-
ship and confirmed by the parliament
loyal to it.

Armenia’s Defense Spending to Increase to
$1.38 Billion in 2024

YEREVAN — The Armenian
government is planning to increase
its defense expenditures by 7 percent
to 554 billion drams ($1.38 billion)
next year, Finance Minister Vahe
Hovannisyan said on Wednesday.

“As a result, our defense spend-
ing will be equivalent to 5.3 percent of
GDP, down by 0.3 percentage points
from 2023,” Hovannisian told the Ar-
menian parliament as he presented the
government’s draft state budget for
2024.

Asked to eclaborate on the de-
crease against the GDP, the minister
said, ” When we say it has decreased
0,3 percent, it doesn’t mean that the
money has decreased, it’s just that our
revenues are growing faster than the
expenditures that we have decided to
allocate for the defense sector.”

He said that 42 percent of 695
billion drams in capital spending planned
by the government in 2024 will also be
channeled into national defense. This
presumably includes the construction
of new barracks, other military instal-
lations and border fortifications.

Armenia’s defense budget was
projected to soar by as much as 46
percent this year. Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said on November 16 that
his government will keep increasing it
for purely defensive purposes.

“I’m sure that all of our neigh-
bors realize that we do not intend to
attack anyone,” he said in an apparent
effort to reassure Azerbaijan.

32 Armenian POWs Return Home

Continued from page 1

ber 2020 just weeks after a Russian-
brokered ceasefire stopped the last
Armenian-Azerbaijani war.

Also repatriated was Gagik
Voskanyan, an Armenian army reserv-

ist who was mobilized a few weeks
before straying into Azerbaijani terri-
tory in August this year in unclear
circumstances. An Azerbaijani court
convicted Voskanyan of “terrorism”
just hours before the announcement of
the prisoner swap.
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Forbes Magazine Names Armenia a
“Tech Powerhouse”

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Arme-
nia has emerged as a tech powerhouse
with the presence of global players and
a vibrant startup ecosystem, Craig S,
Smith writes in an article published by
Forbes.

He notes that people like Noubar
Afeyan, co-founder of biotechnology
powerhouse Moderna, Alexis Ohanian,
co-founder of Reddit and Avie
Tevanian, former CTO of Apple and
creator of the macOS operating sys-
tem have all remained connected to the
country.

“In October, Adobe CEO
Shantanu Narayen was in the vibrant
capital Yereven to speak at the
country’s Silicon Mountains confer-
ence and open anew Adobe building.
Across town, dozens of startups dis-
played theirinnovations at the annual
Digitec expo. Already, the small, land-
locked country has produced one
unicorn (Picsart) with more on the
way,” the author writes.

“With the snowcapped summit
of distant Mount Ararat — the Arme-
nian national symbol that rises across
the border in Turkey — visible on clear
days, Yerevan is filled with sophisti-
cated restaurants crowded with tables
of young tech entrepreneurs drinking
apricot brandy and eating platters of
stuffed grape leaves as they discuss
the latest innovations,” he continues.

According to Forbes, Various
indexes show Armenia as the emerg-
ing tech powerhouse of the Southern
Caucasus region, a legacy of its role as
one of the Soviet Union’s top technol-
ogy centers — the USSR’s first gen-
eral-purpose computers were devel-
oped there in the early 1960s.

“That history faltered during the
breakup of the Union and the subse-

quent war with Azerbaijan to define
Armenia’s national borders — a con-
flict that continues to reverberate to-
day. But, Armenia recovered and has
drawn on the success of its diaspora in
the United States to become one of the
strongest economies in the region,”
Smith writes.

He notes that following its inde-
pendence in 1991, Armenia began de-
veloping as a behind-the-scenes builder
of software for Western companies,
many founded by Armenians. But
gradually, it has climbed the value
chain to produce products of its own.

That trend only accelerated with
the outbreak of Russia’s war with
Ukraine which drove companies from
both countries to relocate to Yerevan.
The subsequent influx of capital drove
up the Armenian dram against the dol-
lar, hurting the competitiveness of the
country’s outsource industry. Mean-
while, a small venture capital industry
coalesced to fund tech development
and today startups can raise as much
as $1 million domestically before turn-
ing to VCs abroad.

Consequently, the country’s
economy is booming — with projected
7 percent growth this year, according
to the International Monetary Fund,
making it the fastest growing economy
in the region.

“The tech industry is now the
country’s the fastest-growing sector,
expanding by more than 30 percent in
2023, surpassing resource extraction
and agriculture as the primary drivers
of the economy. And it is drawing
foreign investment. Besides Adobe,
many of the world’s most powerful
technology firms have set up shop there,
including Microsoft, Google, IBM and
Cisco,” the author emphasizes.
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The Zoryan Institute Commemorates
the 75th Anniversary of the Human Rights
Declaration and Genocide Convention

TORONTO — Today marks the
75th Anniversary of the 1948 Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights and
the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
For the past 75 years, these United
Nations principles have provided the
international community with a set of
standards and legal mechanisms de-
signed to protect the rights and dignity
of individuals, and to condemn, pun-
ish, and prevent acts of genocidal vio-
lence against groups of people based
on their nationality, ethnicity, race,
and/or religion.

Tragically, this year has been
marked by great atrocity, pain, and
suffering world-wide. We have wit-
nessed the continuation of the war in
Ukraine, the blockade of the Lachin
Corridor and the ethnic cleansing of
Nagorno-Karabakh, the escalation of
conflict in Darfur and Myanmar, and
the renewal of extreme violence be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians, just to
name a few. The standards of the
Human Rights Declaration and the
Genocide Convention are being di-
rectly challenged. Much of this is due
to the lack of accountability and the
failure of the international community
to effectively condemn, prevent, and
intervene in such crimes.

Dr. Henry Theriault, co-editor of
the Zoryan Institute’s academic journal,
Genocide Studies International, states:

“This year we have seen a fur-
ther acceleration of mass violence as
more and more powerful leaders ig-
nore basic human rights norms and
law and some even mock it. While
certain cases have received significant
media and policy attention, these are
just the tip of the iceberg. The dream
of'the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and UN Genocide Convention
has become a nightmare of rape, tor-
ture, killing, and brutal expulsion...”

For the past 41 years, the Zoryan
Institute has served as a global human
rights leader. As we look forward and
reflect on the meaning and impact of
these events, it is clear that the impor-
tance of our work is more urgent and
relevant than ever before. We believe
that the Zoryan Institute functions both
as a mirror and as a lamp in striving to
educate audiences by making visible
the traumatic realities of genocide and
mass atrocity through scholarship and

The Zoryan Institute

outreach that illuminates the path to-
wards peace and justice. The Institute
will continue to serve as a sought-after
hub where scholars, international stu-
dents, researchers, and activists seek
quality research, informed scholarship,
and academic programming to better
understand and make sense of the
atrocities happening around us we work
to build a more human rights-respect-
ing global order.

In his statement, Dr. Theriault
concludes by stating:

... Thereisno time to waste: every
person committed to human rights and
the survival of marginalized groups around
the globe must join together to reverse
this global trend and create a world in
which people can live with dignity and
security. Zoryan’s public commitment is
a model for what is needed.”

In light of events since October
7th and other atrocities of 2023 and
on the occasion of the 75th Anniver-
sary of the Human Rights Declaration
and the Genocide Convention, the
Zoryan Institute, its Board of Direc-
tors, the editors of its journals, and its
staff affirm their commitment to pro-
ducing impactful research, publica-
tions and educational programing,
such as the Institute’s peer-reviewed
journal, Genocide Studies Interna-
tional, hosting the annual graduate-
level Genocide and Human Rights
University Program at the University
of Toronto, co-sponsoring films based
on its oral history archives, and deliv-
ering its high school-level Promoting,
Equity, Tolerance, Reconciliation and
Awareness Through Genocide Edu-
cation Program.

Armenia's Government and People Share

Continued from page 1

Yerevan is committed to
“coming closer to the European
Union to the extent the EU will
deem it possible,” Mirzoyan added
inaspeech delivered during a meet-
ing in Brussels of the foreign min-
isters of EU member states and
five ex-Soviet republics involved
in the 27-nation bloc’s Eastern
Partnership program.

Prime Minister  Nikol
Pashinyan expressed that commit-
ment when he addressed the Euro-
pean Parliament in October. He

stopped short of announcing plans
to seek Armenia’s eventual mem-
bership in the EU.

Mirzoyan and EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell met in North
Macedonia late last month as a team
of EU officials wrapped up a visit to
Yerevan during which they explored
ways of bringing Armenia closer to
the bloc.

Borrell also met with Mirzoyan
in Brussels earlier on Monday. He
said they had a “good exchange of
views ... on concrete ways to en-
hance EU-Armeniarelations” but did
not elaborate.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan Attends

Continued frompage 1

Khachaturyan held a separate
meeting with the South American
country’s outgoing President Alberto
Fernandez and gave him an Armenian
state medal, the Order of Honor.
Fernandez has repeatedly denounced
Azerbaijan’s blockade of the Lachin
corridor that preceded its September
military offensive in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Armenia has long maintained
warm relations with Argentina as well
as neighboring Brazil and Uruguay ce-
mented by the existence of influential

Armenian communities in the three
nations. There are an estimated 120,000
ethnic Armenians living in Argentina.
Most of them are descendants of sur-
vivors of the 1915 Armenian genocide
in Ottoman Turkey.

The most prominent Argentin-
ian of Armenian descent is Eduardo
Eurnekian, Argentina’s fourth-rich-
est person whose Corporacion
America group runs 53 airports in and
outside the country and also has a wide
range of other business assets. Milei
worked for the conglomerate from
2008-2021, eventually becoming its
chief economist.
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Serj Tankian Partners With Gibson
to Benefit Artsakh Refugees

NASHVILLE, TN — Gibson,
the iconic instrument brand, has an-
nounced the launch of the Gibson
Band, which features a revolving
collective of Gibson artists. Today,
the Gibson Band is launching the
first single, “Deconstruction,” which
was co-written by Serj Tankian of
System of a Down and Cesar
Gueikian, CEO of Gibson, and fea-
tures Tony lommi of Black Sabbath
on guitar.

Gibson Records, Cesar Gueikian,
Serj Tankian, and Tony lommi will
donate all proceeds from the sale of
the song “Deconstruction,” as well as
the funds raised from the auction of
Serj Tankian’s painting and a unique
Les Paul guitar (details below) via
Gibson Gives, and Corporacién
América Airports will match the funds
raised from the auction—with all funds
going to Armenia Fund’s Artsakh Refu-
gee Initiative. Tankian, Gueikian, and
the Eurnekian family are all of Arme-
nian descent, and the Armenia Fund
provides humanitarian assistance to
the people of Armenia and global Ar-
menian communities through the de-
velopment of vital infrastructure
projects, educational, cultural,
healthcare, and disaster relief pro-
grams, as well as direct assistance to
families and individuals.

In addition to fronting System
of a Down, Serj Tankian is also an
accomplished painter. The single
cover artwork for “Deconstruction”
is based on an original work of art by
Serj Tankian titled “Our Mountains.”
Tankian stated, “’Our Mountains’
harks back to the twin peaks of
Mount Ararat, a symbol of the Ar-
menian nation and the location for
the rebirth of Noah’s civilization.”
Tankian’s original “Our Mountains”
painting—a 48” x 36 acrylic on can-
vas—as well as a one-of-a-kind
Gibson Les Paul Standard custom-
ized with the “Our Mountains” art-
work, will be part of an exclusive
global auction from Friday, Decem-
ber 8 through Monday, December
18, closing at 11:00 a.m. PST, via
Julien’s Auctions, HERE.

Acrylic on canvas original art-
work titled “Our Mountains,” by Sys-
tem of a Down founding member
Serj Tankian. An accomplished art-
ist as well as a musician, Tankian
created this work to be sold in
conjunction with the release of

“Deconstruction,” the first single from
the Gibson Band. “Our Mountains,”
was used as the cover artwork for the
single’s release. The painting is ac-
companied by a unique musical score
that is unlocked via smartphone or
tablet using optical recognition soft-
ware via the Arloopa app.

The 2023 Gibson Les Paul Stan-
dard guitar serial #232030094 was
custom built by the luthiers and
craftspeople of Gibson USA using a
proprietary, pure lacquer, technique
that perfectly recreates the center
portion of the original painting “Our
Mountains,” painted by Serj Tankian
of System of a Down. The guitar
comes with a Black USA Modern
hardshell case.

“We are thrilled to launch the
Gibson Band project and release the
first song, ‘Deconstruction,” says
Cesar Gueikian, CEO of Gibson. “We
have been working on this project
for a very long time. The concept of
the Gibson Band was born out of a
love of writing and recording new
music and having a new venue for
collaboration between our team and
our Gibson artists. The first song,
‘Deconstruction,” brings multiple
emotions together for me, including
the dream of collaborating with Ser;j
Tankian and Tony lommi, two art-
ists I admire and who have been
influential and transformational in so
many ways. Serj and [ are both
diaspora Armenians therefore, we
immediately decided we wanted
‘Deconstruction’ to be dedicated to
the Armenian community. [ hope
everyone loves ‘Deconstruction’ as
much as we loved making it!”

“It’s a dream come true to have
collaborated with my good friend,
Cesar Gueikian, and Tony lommi,
who I have collaborated with be-
fore,” says Serj Tankian. “I am happy
that we are using our platform to
donate the music, my art, and
Gibson’s incredibly unique guitar for
such a great charity. Music with the
right intentions can inspire and also
create positive change.”

“It was great to hook up with
Serj again and also to do a track with
Cesar (I think that he’s trying to
steal my job!! ) ha-ha!! The Arme-
nian people are really lovely people,
and it’s a great pleasure, a great
cause, and I’m very happy to be
involved in it.” —Tony lommi
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Armenian Doctor Embarks on 600km Charity
Ultramarathon to Help Artsakh Refugees

Moving Forward

To improve healthcare in Armenia
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BUENOS AIRES — From De-
cember 3rd through 16th, 2023, In-
fectious Disease Specialist and Medi-
cal Director of FIDEC Armenia, Pablo
Elmassian, will embark on a remark-
able 600-kilometer ultramarathon, run-
ning an average of a marathon each
day to connect the cities of Buenos
Aires and Montevideo. This endeavor
aims to raise funds to support healthcare
programs benefiting vulnerable rural
communities in Shirak and refugees who
have fled from Artsakh.

The ultramarathon, titled “Mov-
ing Forward to Improve Healthcare in
Armenia,” is institutionally supported
by the Embassy of the Republic of
Armenia in Argentina, the Armenian
Center of the Republic of Argentina,
Armenian Institutions of the Republic
of Argentina (IARA), and the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union
(UGAB). Pablo Elmassian’s journey
holds significant symbolic value as it
represents a personal connection be-
tween Buenos Aires and Montevideo.
Bornin Uruguay and currently residing
in Argentina, Elmassian’s 14-day con-
secutive run reflects his deep appre-
ciation for both countries’ unwavering
commitment to Armenia.

“Years ago, [ decided to combine
my passion and experience in long-
distance running with charitable pur-
poses. This time, I will do so in sup-
port of the actions we are currently
undertaking at FIDEC Armenia, par-
ticularly for the healthcare program in
Shirak and our assistance to Artsakh
refugees,” says Pablo Elmassian, M.D.,
infectious disease specialist, and Medi-
cal Director at FIDEC Armenia.

In celebration of the 15th anni-
versary of FIDEC Armenia in 2023,
the charity run aims to support the
program launched in 2022 for vulner-
able rural communities in the province
of Shirak. This initiative provides as-
sessment, comprehensive medical care,
and treatment for their most signifi-

cant health issues, offering a unique
opportunity for residents to access
vital healthcare services.

The recent devastating events in
Artsakh have intensified the need for
support and solidarity. People of
Artsakh, having lost everything, seek
refuge in Armenia, heightening the ur-
gency of addressing this pressing hu-
manitarian crisis.

Thanks to the generous contri-
butions from the Armenian commu-
nity and other supporters, FIDEC Ar-
menia has successfully built a bridge
to enhance healthcare access and im-
prove the quality of life in Armenia. As
FIDEC Armenia marks 15 years of
service, the organization extends a
warm invitation to others to join in
creating new projects, enabling the
continuation of the legacy passed down
by parents and ancestors.

“There is a phrase very close to
our feelings: ‘They attempted to bury
us, unaware that we were seeds des-
tined to grow.” That’s the way it is,
and that’s why the race also repre-
sents the joy and pride of passing on
the flame of commitment to younger
generations, enabling our efforts to
persist in our two homelands, Argen-
tina and Armenia, and ensuring our
perpetual growth,” says Daniel
Stamboulian, M.D., President of
FIDEC Armenia.

FIDEC is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to improving healthcare
access and quality of life. We are
celebrating its 15th anniversary in2023,
of our non-profit FIDEC Armenia,
which continues to undertake impactful
initiatives to address the healthcare
needs of vulnerable communities.

Dr. Pablo Elmassian is an Infec-
tious Disease Specialist and the Medi-
cal Director of FIDEC Armenia. With
a passion for long-distance running,
he combines his love for the sport with
charitable endeavors to support
healthcare programs in Armenia.

ACA’s Annual Toy Drive and Comedy Night

Continued frompage 1

event exemplifies the true nature of the
Armenian community—a community
that consistently and earnestly seeks
to aid children in Armenia and, more
broadly, supports worthwhile causes.
Our collective commitment extends to
our sisters and brothers in the home-
land who depend on us for crucial
support during their times of need,” he
remarked.

The Armenian Council of America
extends its heartfelt appreciation to the
Armenian Educational Benevolent
Union, the Armenian Compatriotic
Committee, Half Baked Co., and Belle
Ame Balloons for generously sponsor-
ing their services for the event. Special
recognition is also extended to the
dedicated volunteers and attendees
whose contributions played a pivotal
role in making the Toy Drive/Comedy
Night an overwhelming success.
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