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Pashinyan's Responds to Putin's Statement on Armenia

Recognizing Artsakh as Part of Azerbaijan
In the 30-Year Negotiation Process Their Was No Viable Solutions for the Nagorno-Karabakh Issue

YEREVAN - Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan refuted Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin's state-
ment on Tuesday, asserting that he
was not the first to recognize Nagorno-
Karabakh as part of Azerbaijan.
Pashinyan pointed out that Putin had
done so in November and December
2020, shortly after the conclusion of
the 44-day war in the conflict zone.

"These statements by Putin are
public and can be found on social
networks," Pashinyan stated in an in-
terview with Armenia's Public Televi-
sion.

According to him, these state-
ments contradict the trilateral agree-
ment of November 9, 2020, made by

the leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan,
and Russia to end the 2020 autumn
war.

Pashinyan also recalled that when
Azerbaijan invaded parts of Armeniain
2021, Armenia invoked all possible
articles of the CSTO treaty and other
earlier-adopted documents, such as
the Russian-Armenian Treaty on
Friendship and Cooperation. This
treaty envisaged military assistance to
the parties in case of an invasion of
their territories. However, there was
no response, which violated the
CSTO's statutes and declared mission.

"I subsequently resigned, and the
National Assembly was dissolved. Elec-
tions were scheduled for June 20,

Greece, Armenia Sign Military
Cooperation Agreement

ATHENS — Greek Minister of
National Defence Nikos Dendias met
with his Armenian counterpart, Suren
Papikyan, during the latter’s visit to
Athens on Thursday.

The Defense Ministers of the
two countries signed an Agreement
“On Military-Technical Cooperation
between the Government of the Re-
public of Armenia and the Government
of the Hellenic Republic”.

Following their meeting, Dendias
stated, “We condemn terrorism and

strive to protect civilians. We support
everyone’s right to live in their ances-
tral homes. We endorse the resump-
tion of negotiations between Azerbaijan
and Armenia, facilitated by the Euro-
pean Union, to establish conditions of
peace and security for the region’s
peoples. We stand by the Armenian
people.”

Dendias noted that the meeting
coincides with a period of heightened

Continued on page4

2021. During those days, the Russian
Foreign Minister visited Armenia and
Azerbaijan. There was a high probabil-
ity that if the Armenian government
had reacted differently, the elections
would not have taken place, and the
Republic of Armenia would have been
dissolved," Pashinyan explained.

He further noted that in February
2022, Russia and Azerbaijan signed a
declaration that elevated their relations
to a strategic level. This declaration
recognized the inviolability of borders
and pledged not to take actions con-
flicting with each other's national in-
terests. Subsequently, events in
Karabakh's Parukh unfolded when
Russian peacekeeping troops in
Nagorno-Karabakh failed to prevent
Azerbaijani forces from occupying
Parukh village, which was within their
zone of responsibility. This was a vio-

Continued on page4

Security Council
Session Held in

Yerevan

YEREVAN -- Chaired by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, a meeting of
the Security Council was held.

In addition to the members of the
SC, the President of the Republic Vahagn
Khachaturyan, the President of the Na-
tional Assembly Alen Simonyan, the Chief
of Staff of the Prime Minister Arayik
Harutyunyan, the Minister of Economy
Vahan Kerobyan, the Chairman of the
Standing Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the National Assembly Sargis
Khandanyan, the head of the "Civil
Contract" faction of the National As-
sembly Hayk Konjoryan participated in
the session, the Prime Minister's Of-
fice said.

During the session, issues re-
lated to the normalization of Armenia-
Azerbaijan relations, food security of
the Republic of Armenia, the auto-
mated system of unified management
ofthe Armed Forces of the Republic of
Armenia and other security issues were
discussed.

Rep. Schiff Urges House, Senate Leadership
to Include Humanitarian Aid for Armenia in
Supplemental Funding Request

WASHINGTON, D.C— Repre-
sentative Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) sent
a letter to House and Senate leadership
on Friday, urging them to include
robust humanitarian aid for Armenia in
President Biden’s National Security
Supplemental funding request. This
comes as Armenia supports more than
100,000 refugees displaced from
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) by the
unprovoked military attacks by
Azerbaijan in September 2023, and up
to 150,000 refugees in total since the
44 Day Conflict in 2020.

“After systematically starving the
people of Artsakh with a 10-months-
long blockade of the Lachin Corridor,
the only road that connected Artsakh
with the outside world, Azerbaijani
forces launched a large-scale attack
on Artsakh on September 19, resulting
in at least 200 dead and 400 wounded,
including children, women, and the
elderly, and prompting nearly the en-
tire population to flee for their lives. By
the time a UN mission was sent—far
too late—to review conditions on the
ground, the team reported hearing that
only ‘between 50 and 1,000 ethnic
Armenians remain in the Karabakh re-
gion.” The majority of those refugees
are now in Armenia, where they ar-
rived in desperate condition and in
need of aid,” Schiff wrote in the letter.

“We understand the Armenian
government has identified a need to
allocate more than $1.5 billion toward
the long-term housing needs of refu-
gees from Nagorno-Karabakh, but sig-

short- and medium-term needs of refu-
gees. Alleviating human suffering and
meeting the urgent humanitarian needs
of the refugees now in Armenia must
be a top priority. The national security
supplemental must include a robust
level of U.S. humanitarian assistance
for Armenia sufficient to address the
scope of the challenge and demon-
strate the U.S. commitment to
Armenia’s flourishing democracy, as
the Armenian people continue to face
unprovoked military aggression and
threats of genocide at the hands of its
autocratic neighbor,” Schiff concluded.

Schiff’s 30th Congressional
District, which includes the cities
of Burbank and Glendale, is home to
the largest Armenian diaspora out-
side of Armenia. He serves as Vice
Chair of the Congressional Arme-
nian Caucus.



Massis Weekly

Parliament Speaker Alen Simonyan:
CSTO Has Demonstrated Criminal Inaction

GYUMRI -- Parliament speaker
Alen Simonyan on Friday accused the
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO) of “criminal inaction” and
did not rule out the possibility of
Armenia’s exit from the Russian-led
military alliance.

“If Armenia’s interests require
any [foreign policy] U-turn, there will
be such a U-turn,” Simonyan told re-
porters in Gyumri. “If such a decision
is made the people of Armenia will
know about it.”

“On a number of occasions, the
CSTO has demonstrated criminal in-
action, to say the least, towards Arme-
nia,” he charged. “Let nobody think
that we expected or expect soldiers of
[other] CSTO countries to come here
and shootat Azerbaijanis. But we should
have at least seen a political evaluation
[of Azerbaijan’s actions,] and we
haven’t seen it.”

Simonyan, who is a leading po-
litical ally of Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian, referred to the CSTO’s and
Russia’s failure to condemn
Azerbaijan’s offensive military opera-
tions launched along the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border last year and in
2021. Armenia officially requested
military aid from its ex-Soviet allies in
September 2022.

Pashinyan subsequently pledged
to “diversify” his Armenia’s foreign
and security policy, saying that Russia
is “unable or unwilling” to honor its
security commitments to his country.
He and other Armenian officials have
boycotted high-level CSTO meetings

held in recent months, raising growing
questions about Armenia’s continued
membership in the alliance.

It contrast to his harsh criticism
of the CSTO, Simonian said Armenia
should remain a member of the Eur-
asian Economic Union (EEU), a Rus-
sian-led trade bloc, and the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), a
larger and looser grouping of former
Soviet republics. He pointed to its eco-
nomic dependence on Russia and de-
scribed the CIS as a “platform for
cooperation that benefits our coun-
try.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin
suggested on Thursday that Yerevan is
not planning to leave any of the three
organizations.

“I don’t think that it is in
Armenia’s interests to end its member-
ship in the CIS, the EEU and the
CSTO,” Putin told a year-end news
conference in Moscow.

Armenia to Modernize Metsamor
Nuclear Power Plant

YEREVAN—The Armenian gov-
ernment will pay a Russian company
up to $65 million to modernize the
Metsamor nuclear power and extend
the life of its sole operating reactor
until 2036.

The funding will take the form of
a “budgetary loan” to be provided to
the state-owned plant’s management.
The latter will sign a relevant contract
with Rusatom Service, which is part
of Russia’s Rosatom state nuclear
agency.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s
cabinet formally approved the con-
tract during a weekly session held on
Thursday. It said Rusatom Service
will carry out the upgrade of Metsamor
from 2023-2026 in close coordination
with Armenian nuclear energy special-
ists.

The Metsamor reactor, which

generates roughly 40 percent of
Armenia’s electricity, went into ser-
vice in 1980 and was due to be decom-
missioned by 2017. Armenia’s former
government decided to extend the 420-
megawatt reactor’s life by ten years
after failing to attract funding for the
construction of anew and safer nuclear
facility.

Russian and Armenian special-
ists essentially completed Metsamor’s
first major modernization in 2021. Ar-
menian officials have since repeatedly
said that the Soviet-era facility, lo-
cated 35 kilometers west of Yerevan,
can safely operate until 2036.

The head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Rafael
Grossi, praised those safety upgrades
monitored by the UN nuclear watch-
dog when he visited Armenia and in-
spected Metsamor in October 2022.
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“Leaving CIS, EAEU, CSTO Not In
Armenia’s Interests”: Putin

MOSCOW — Russian President
Vladimir Putin suggested on Thursday
that Armenia is not planning to leave
Russian-led military and economic
blocs despite boycotting recent high-
level meetings of their member states.

“l don’t think that it is in
Armenia’s interests to end its member-
ship in the [Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States,] the [Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union,] and the [Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organization,]” he told a
year-end news conference in Mos-
cow. “Ultimately, this is still the choice
of the state.”

“As for the absence of the prime
minister of Armenia [Nikol Pashinyan]
from common events, we know that
this is due to some processes in Arme-
nia and is not related to a desire or
unwillingness to continue working in
these integration associations. We’ll
see how the situation develops,”

Those processes are “connected
with Karabakh,” Putin said, referring
to Azerbaijan’s September 19-20 mili-
tary offensive in the region launched
despite the presence of Russian peace-
keeping forces there.

“But it’s not we who abandoned
Karabakh,” he went on. “It’s Armenia
that recognized Karabakh as a part of
Azerbaijan. They did so purposefully
and did not quite inform us that they
are about to make such a decision.”

Armenian leaders have faulted
the Russians for their failure to pre-
vent, stop or even condemn the
Azerbaijani military operation de-
spite the 2020 ceasefire brokered by
Putin.

Armenia to Acquire Indian Akash
Surface-to-Air Missiles

NEW DELHI — Armenia has
emerged as one of the biggest im-
porters of Indian weapons. There
have been reports that the country
could acquire the Indian-built sur-
face-to-air missile (SAM), Akash.
Eurasian Times reports.

While no one confirms it offi-
cially because of the sensitivities
involved, documents suggest that
the order for the same has already
been placed.

Akash is a short-range SAM
system manufactured by Bharat Dy-
namics Limited (BDL) to protect
vulnerable areas and points from air
attacks. According to the BDL
website, the Akash Weapon System
(AWS) can simultaneously engage
Multiple Targets in Group Mode or
Autonomous Mode. It has built-in
Electronic Counter-Counter Mea-
sures (ECCM) features. The entire
weapon system is put atop mobile
platforms.

It can effectively engage heli-
copters, fighter jets, and UA Vs fly-
ing in the range of 4-25 kilometers.
It is fully automatic with quick
response time from target detec-

tion to kill.

It is highly immune to active
and passive jamming. It can be trans-
ported swiftly via rail or road and
canbe deployed quickly. The project
has an overall indigenous content of
82 percent, which will be increased
to 93 percent by 2026-27.

The ICICI Securities news-
letter on mutual funds gives an
insight into BDL’s order book. The
newsletter says that BDL Manage-
ment expects revenue from exports
at 25 percent by 2027 and further
orders for Akash SAMs, light-
weight torpedoes, SAAW, Konkur
(ATGMS), CMDS, and Astra mis-
siles (BRAAM).

The word “further” in the state-
ment is being seen as implying that
BDL has already received export or-
ders for the Akash SAM system and
Armenia is seen as the most probable
destination of the export.

With its ability to engage mul-
tiple targets and destroy maneuver-
ing targets such as unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), cruise missiles, and

Continued on page4
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ACA Demands Due Process in the
Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem

The Armenian Council of America
condemns the threats posed to the
sanctity and continuity of the Arme-
nian Quarter in East Jerusalem. We
earnestly call upon the United States
Administration, elected officials in the
U.S., and allies of Israel to demand that
the Armenian community receive equi-
table treatment and due process amidst
the ongoing land dispute.

Encompassing approximately
one-sixth of Jerusalem, the Armenian
Quarter stands as a testament to a
vibrant history that stretches back
1,600 years to the time of the Roman
Emperor Constantine. Armenians, hav-
ing settled in Jerusalem as early as the
first century BCE, forged a resilient
presence that remains an integral part
of the broader Armenian Diaspora to-
day. The Quarter has also hosted the
Jerusalem Patriarchate of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church for over a thou-
sand years.

InJuly 2021, the Armenian Patri-
archate entered into a 98-year lease
agreement for the “Cow’s Garden”
with Australian developer Danny
Rubenstein to construct a luxury ho-
tel, resulting in the demolition of exist-
ing structures. This agreement met
with staunch opposition from the local
Armenian community and the wider
Armenian Diaspora, raising concerns
about the encroachment and destruc-
tion of historically significant commu-
nity buildings.

Despite the Armenian
Patriarchate’s announcement on No-
vember 1, 2023 canceling the conten-
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tious deal, Danny Rubenstein’s com-
pany, XANA, has obstinately rejected
the cancellation and proceeded with
construction. This led to peaceful pro-
tests by local Armenians which in turn
was met with regrettable violence from
Israeli police and civilians. Some Is-
raeli civilians faced down the peaceful
protesters with firearms and dogs.
Rather than adhering to due process, it
appears that Danny Rubenstein and
George Warwar of XANA International
are resorting to coercion and intimida-
tion to dissuade the Armenian commu-
nity from safeguarding its rights.

It is of the utmost importance to
shield the cultural heritage of the Ar-
menian Quarter from developers and
armed settlers who seem intent on
dispossessing the area of its historic
Armenian inhabitants. We firmly stand
in solidarity with the Armenian com-
munity as they peacefully oppose this
development through well-coordinated
demonstrations and by their unwaver-
ing presence in the Armenian Quarter
of Jerusalem.

Netflix Films to Be Produced in Armenia

YEREVAN -- Several Netflix
films and televisions series will be
filmed in Armenia.

Member of Parliament Sisak
Gabrielyan from the Civil Contract
Party credited the latest amendments
made to the law on film for the deal.

He said that a memorandum of co-
operation has been signed with German
actor, producer Til Schweiger’s agent.

“As expected, the latest amend-
ments made to the law on film have
made Armenia attractive for filmmak-
ing. Today at the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Science, Culture and Sport we
signed a memorandum of cooperation
with German actor, film producer Til
Schweiger’s agent. A total of three
films, Underdog, Dead by Dawn, Col-
lapse (8-part Netflix film), will be filmed

in Armenia. Filming is planned to start
inthe beginning of the year. This will be
the first application of the new law. As
a reminder, in case of maintaining the
regulations, the state will return to the
filmmakers between ten to forty per-
cent of the invested money. In the
coming days the Ministry of Education,
Science, Culture and Sport will publish
the list of the respective products and
services, as well as the terms and regu-
lations of use. According to experts,
our country is very convenient for film-
making in terms of'its location. Through-
out the year, almost at any given time
you can have snow-capped mountains
and asphalt melting heat at the same
time, and beautiful modern buildings,
streets, and abandoned villages and fac-
tories,” Gabrielyan said.
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Ben Alexander’s New Book “Ararat in

America: Armenian American Culture and
Politics in the Twentieth Century” Published

[LETAU

Ararat in
America

Armenion-American
Culture and Politics in
the Twentieth Century

Benjamin F. Alexander

LONDON/NEW  YORK—I.
B.Tauris, animprint of Bloomsbury Pub-
lishing, has announced the publication of
Dr. Ben F. Alexander’s book Ararat in
America: Armenian American Culture
and Politics in the Twentieth Century.
The book is part of the series Armenians
in the Modern and Early Modern World
edited by Bedross Der Matossian (Uni-
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln).

How has the distinctive Arme-
nian-American community expressed
its identity as an ethnic minority while
‘assimilating’ to life in the United
States? This book examines the role of
community leaders and influencers,
including clergy, youth organizers, and
partisan newspaper editors, in foster-
ing not only a sense of Armenian iden-
tity but specific ethnic-partisan lean-
ings within the group’s population.
Against the backdrop of key geopoliti-
cal events from the aftermath of the
Armenian Genocide to the creation of
an independent and then Soviet Arme-
nia, it explores the rivalry between two
major Armenian political parties, the
Tashnags and the Ramgavars, and the
relationship that existed between parti-
san leaders and their broader constitu-
ency. Rather than treating the partisan
conflict as simply an impediment to
Armenian unity, Benjamin Alexander
examines the functional if accidental
role that it played in keeping certain
community institutions alive. He fur-
ther analyses the two camps as repre-
senting two conflicting visions of how
to be an ethnic group, drawing a com-
parison between the sociology-of-reli-
gion models of comfort religion and
challenge religion. A detailed political
and social history, this book integrates
the Armenian experience into the
broader and more familiar narratives
of World War I, World War II, and the
Cold War in the USA.

Alexander commented on the
book saying: “This project took me in
all directions. There’s the horror of the
genocide of course, and the tragedy of
an archbishop’s assassination, but
there’s also some humor, like the way
members of the American-born gen-
erations satirized their elders who
wanted to arrange their marriages, and
the way they critiqued each other’s
manners at Armenian youth dances. I
also managed to get a good look at the
CIA and FBI files on General Dro’s
activities after World War I1, so that’s

in there too, as is material from the
State Department files on postwar re-
patriates to Soviet Armenia who
changed their minds and wanted to
come back. As I looked at the publica-
tions of the competing political parties
that wanted to cultivate the loyalty of
the coming generations, [ found dif-
ferences, not only in political opinion,
but in approaches to how to be an
ethnic group. As a dissertation, I
stopped the research at 1955, but ex-
panding it for this present book was a
real crash course in the things that
happened in the 1970s and beyond.”

“This is a groundbreaking book
that attempts to understand Armenian
intra-ethnic relations in the U.S during
a tumultuous period of the 20th cen-
tury,” said Der Matossian, the editor
of the series. “Benjamin Alexander, a
well-seasoned scholar of American
history, puts the Armenian Americans
in the larger context of American his-
tory. By doing so he provides us with
a better picture of the Armenian expe-
rience in the United States in the 20th
century,” he concluded.

Review

“A serious and deeply researched
investigation into the Armenian pres-
ence in the United States. It answered
many questions I have had about who
we were and how we Armenians have
made our way as an immigrant popu-
lation in America. Ben Alexander’s
book gave me fresh insight into the
lives of my grandparents.” -Eric
Bogosian, Author of Operation Nem-
esis: The Secret Plot that Avenged the
Armenian Genocide (2015), USA

“In this compelling contribution
to ethnic studies, twentieth-century
Armenian American history comes to
life in all its hues and shades.
Alexander’s incisive exploration of the
trials, tribulations, and triumphs of
Armenians in the United States is a
must-read for those interested in iden-
tity and culture in America.” -Khatchig
Mouradian, Columbia University, USA

Benjamin F. Alexander is Adjunct
Associate Professor, New York City
College of Technology, USA. He is the
author of Coxey’s Army: Popular Pro-
test in the Gilded Age (2015) and The
New Deal’s Forest Army: How the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps Worked (2018).

Copies of the book are available
for purchase from the Bloomsbury
Press website. Use code: GLR AQ4 to
receive a 35-percent discount.
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International Conference in Rome Dedicated
to St. Nerses Shnorhali

ROME — Thursday, November
30 and Friday, December 1, 2023 the
international conference “Plenitude of
Grace, Plenitude od Humanity: St
Nerses Shnorhali at the Juncture of
Millennia. ““ was held at the Pontifical
Oriental Institute. It was part of the
commemoration of the 850th death
anniversary of St. Nerses Shnorali,
while other planned events in Rome
and Vatican Cathedral have been post-
poned indefinitely.

The life and background of Nerses
within historical context, his intellec-
tual writings, his poetic and musical
works, Nerses as an early exemplar of
the ecumenical spirit, his distinctive
perspective on Christian theology, his
exegetical and hagiographic commen-
taries were presented during the con-
ference.

The speakers tried to highlight
the depth of Shnorali’s theological
thought and the breadth of his ecu-
menical views and his completely
unique, exceptional position in the his-
tory of Christianity.

Internationally recognized ex-
perts including Cardinal Claudio
Gugerotti, Archbishop Boghos Levon

Zekiyan, Archbishop Anoushavan
Tanielian, Bishop Daniel Findikyan,
Vahan Ter-Ghevondyan, Marco Bais,
Azat Bozoyan, Valentina Calzolari,
Benedetta Contin, Peter Cowe, Roberta
Ervine, Riccardo Pane, Sergio La
Porta, Haig Utidjian, Armenuhi Drost-
Abgaryan, Zarouhi Pogossian, Armine
Melkonyan, Jesse Arlen, Edda
Vardanyan, Erna Shirinian and
Abraham Terian made speeches on
these topics.

His Eminence Bishop Daniel
Findikyan conveyed the blessings of
His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of
All Armenians, and His Eminence Arch-
bishop Nareg Alemezian brought the
blessings of His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicosate of the Great House of
Cilicia, who also read the report of
Anoushavan Archbishop Tanielian.

The conference organizing com-
mittee included Archbishop Boghos
Levon Zekiyan, professors Dr. Marco
Bais, Dr. eeljko Pasa s.j., Dr. Zarouhi
Pogossian, Dr. Abraham Terian with
the fundamental support of Khajag
Archbishop Barsamian and the finan-
cial help of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation.

Greece, Armenia Sign

Continued from page 1

tensions, mentioning the situations in
the Caucasus, Ukraine, and the Middle
East, which contribute to various pock-
ets of instability in the region.

Against this backdrop, Greece
maintains a firm stance, Dendias em-
phasized, “We support dialogue based
on the principles of the United Nations
Charter and International Law. We
advocate for the territorial integrity
and sovereignty of all states, firmly
opposing any attempt to forcibly re-
draw borders.”

The Greek minister highlighted
the signing of a military coopera-
tion agreement with Armenia, em-
phasizing its significance. He men-
tioned that this agreement is a top
priority for the Greek government,
aiming to create an innovative sys-
tem for boosting the Greek defense
industry.

Papikyan echoed Dendias, stat-
ing that this bilateral military coopera-
tion has a rich history, based on tradi-
tionally friendly relations between the
two peoples, mutual support readi-
ness, and shared overall views.

Armenia to Acquire Indian Akash

Continued from page 2

missiles launched from choppers,
Akash is ideally suited for Yerevan’s
requirement to combat the armed
drones deployed by Baku.

The EurAsian Times has earlier
reported that after importing rocket
launchers and missiles from India,
Armenia is now importing an anti-
drone system.

The Hyderabad-based Zen
Technologies is supplying an anti-

drone system worth US § 41.5 mil-
lion to Armenia. Zen Anti-Drone
System, a Counter Unmanned Aerial
System (CUAS), is a multi-layer
multi-sensor architecture that pro-
vides comprehensive security against
drone attacks.

Armenia has almost doubled its
defense investments over the last
year. In 2022, the spending was
around US$700 million to US$800
million; now, in 2024, it will be
US$1.4 billion or US $1.5 billion.

‘PROJECT REVIVE’:
AMAA Launches Unprecedented Recovery
Program for the People of Artsakh

YEREVAN - The Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) continues to advance its
mission by launching two new
projects in Armenia: immediate
short-term and long-term support
to the families forcibly displaced
from Artsakh, after the September
19th forced exodus.

Through the housing and live-
lihood programs of ‘Project Re-
vive’, AMAA aims to support dis-
placed families to restore their nor-
mal lives and meet their long-term
needs.

For this purpose, the program
plans to support Artsakh families
who took refuge in Lori, Shirak,
Tavush, Syunik, and Gegharkunik
provinces with:

- compensation for house rents,
repairs

- providing up to 10 residential
houses to the most vulnerable fami-
lies, in order to form a centralized
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community in a selected village

- training aimed at improving
living conditions

- providing property or equip-
ment

- establishing small businesses

- support for job placement

- enhancing agricultural devel-
opment

- providing psychological ser-
vices

- referral to other structures
according to the need

Within the framework of the
one-time support program, the fami-
lies who took refuge in Ararat,
Kotayk, Aragatsotn, Armavir, Vayots
Dzor provinces and Yerevan will
receive financial assistance to cover
their intermediate needs.

We appeal to you for your
continued support and prayers.
Hand-in-hand we will help our
brothers and sisters get through
this difficult time.

Pashinyan's Responds

Continued from page 1

lation of the November 9, 2020 state-
ment, yet there was again no response
from Russia.

"Then the Russian co-chair of
the OSCE MG, Igor Khovayev, arrived
in the region with proposals that called
for the postponement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh status issue. We agreed, and
Khovayev took this document to Baku.
Unofficially, Azerbaijanreportedly de-
nied it," Pashinyan said.

He recalled that following
Khovayev's visitto Yerevan from Baku
on September 13, Azerbaijan launched
an attack on Armenia.

"Once again, there was no re-
sponse from Russia and the CSTO,
despite our appeals, particularly in
terms of security assistance. On
October 6, we declared our readi-
ness to make peace with Azerbaijan
based on the Almaty Declaration.
We aligned our position with what
Russia and Azerbaijan had stated in
their joint declaration. This was
the only way to confirm Armenia's
territorial integrity," Pashinyan
stated.

The Prime Minister emphasized
that any proposal for resolving the

to Putin's Statement

Nagorno-Karabakh issue through ne-
gotiation did not equate to a compre-
hensive solution to the problem.

"There has never been any agree-
ment on the table that, once signed,
would constitute a definitive resolu-
tion of the Nagorno-Karabakh issue.
All the options that were discussed,
including the 'Madrid Principles,' as-
sumed a non-resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue," Nikol
Pashinyan pointed out.

According to him, in 1999, there
was only one option that, if signed,
could be considered a resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue: the exchange
of Meghri and Artsakh, where Meghri
would be ceded to Azerbaijan, and
Nagorno-Karabakh would become part
of Armenia.

"This arrangement was specifi-
cally designed to keep the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue as leverage over Arme-
nia and potentially Azerbaijan," he
added.

"We advocated for lowering the
bar because we wanted to align our
concept of self-determination with the
international community's ideas on self-
determination. This was in 1996 and
reflected the ideals of the Lisbon sum-
mit," he emphasized.
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STARTING OCTOBER 13 2023

1st Session Free

1060 ALLEN AVENUE PASADENA, CA 91704

Every Friday
SPM-6PM

Teacher Rita Shahinian

REGISTER NOW

STARTING September 18th

By Calling to
+1(626) 681-9455

i norserountlosangeles
rount cultural association
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St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church Men’s Forum
(Ladies & Families Always Welcome)

Distinguished Speaker Series

Thursday, January 18, 2024 - 6:30 P.M.

Special Guest Speaker: Perry Minasian
Los Angeles Angels General Manager

This will be an amazing evening hearing from a very Proud Armenian outlining his
Armenian Heritage and where he started as a young batboy for the Texas Rangers to
now the General Manager of the Los Angeles Angels and what transpired in between.

Perry’s connection to the Armenian Church and Hye Camp and his strong
feelings for his Armenian roots and his motivation to succeed.

Following The Presentation Will Be A Great Opportunity For Questions & Answers!!

At St. Gregory the llluminator Church “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena
RSVP’S Are A Must As Dinner Will Be Served

To pay online via credit card, venmo/paypal. https://donorbox.org/st-gregory-men-s-forum

Church Donation $30

L

Church Off. : 626-449-1523, Hilda Gourdikian: 626-695-9899, Ardash Gourdikian: 626-399-1914

Sponsor A Dinner in Memory of a Loved One, a Birthday, an Anniversary, in Recognition of a Friend
or Family Member, a Graduation & for any Other Event. Please Contact Hilda Gourdikian above.
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Moving Forward

To improve healthcare in Armenia
Charity

Ultramarathen with
Pablo Elmassian, M.D.

D, DANSE STAMBOULIAN

*Poblo Eimassion, MD. has collaboroted as b

ARMENIA

14 Marathons, in
14 consecutive

p e days, 42 Km
0= Orgonized by: with the institutional support of:
Ifidec @rFUNCEi 1ARA @ | 5522 UGAB (@)

i Director with FIDEC Armenia for over 15 yeors, lo provide healthcare to those inneed.
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MEHER BABIAN, D.D.S.
General Dentistry
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U.inwidGupnyd

1111 S. Glendale Ave., Suite 206
Glendale, CA 91205

Tel: (818) 547-0884
Fax: (818) 547-9360
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