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PM Pashinyan on Tools to Ensure Security:
Powerful Army, Foreign Relations and Legitimacy

YEREVAN (Armradio) — En-
suring the security of the country and
the state is the daily work of any
government and head of government,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said in
an interview with Public Radio of Ar-
menia.

He said nowadays the issue is
practically urgent for many countries
due to the international situation, the
Prime Minister said, noting that the
first tool for ensuring security is the
strengthening of the army.

“It’s necessary to reform and
strengthen the army, have a combat-
ready army capable of solving prob-
lems. The second tool for ensuring
security is foreign relations. I think
there is nothing new in these two
statements. [ consider it important to
add legitimacy to these two factors,

because both in foreign relations and in
the context of army-building it is very
important to have legitimate goals, le-
gitimate from international viewpoint.
Not only and not so much from an
internal point of view, but from an
international point of view,” the Prime
Minister noted.

“If there is a dissonance between
the internal and external perceptions,
this is where the security threat is
generated. In order to address the
security threat, that gap must be
closed,” Pashinyan added.

“I'see legitimacy within the inter-
nationally recognized borders of the
Republic of Armenia. It is the legiti-
mate right of every country to have a
strong and capable army, but this issue

Continued on page4

Tehran Will Not Tolerate Any Geopolitical
Changes in This Region

YEREVAN --Iranis interested in
seeing Armenia strengthen its position
in the region and ready to provide “any
assistance” for that purpose, the Ira-
nian ambassador in Yerevan Mehdi
Sobhani said on Tuesday.

Mehdi Sobhani also reaffirmed
Tehran’s support for the Armenian
government’s position on transport
links with Azerbaijan.

"The common border between
Armenia and Iran has been the safest
and has served as a guarantee for
expanding ties and contacts between
the two sides, as well as ensuring the
well-being of both peoples. Tehran has
demonstrated through its actions that
it will not tolerate any geopolitical
changes in thisregion", Sobhani stated
during the meetings.

“Today, Iran pursues the most
independent domestic and foreign
policy, and without Tehran, not a single
equation in the region can be resolved.
Our country is part of the solution to
the crises and problems of the region.
Despite the pressure and conspiracies
against Iran over the past 45 years, our
country has made significant progress

and, despite the sanctions imposed on
us, has achieved remarkable advance-
ments in all areas," Sobhani empha-
sized.

Yerevan proposed late last year a
“Crossroads of Peace” project as a
blueprint for opening the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border to travel and com-
merce. The project says that Armenia
and Azerbaijan should have full control
of transport infrastructure inside each
other’s territory. Iran’s Foreign Min-

Continued on page 3

Armenia Diversifying Arms Suppliers
from France and India

YEREVAN— Armeniais moving
away from its heavy dependence on
Russian weapons and other military
equipment, according to Defense Minis-
ter Suren Papikyan. The country has
seen significant progress and success in
efforts to diversify its defense ties, nam-
ing France and India primary partners.

In a weekend interview with Ar-
menian Public Television, Papikyan
said the Armenian government decided
to diversify the country’s arms suppli-
ers after Moscow failed to defend its
South Caucasus ally against Azerbaijani
military attacks in September 2022.

“We have made serious progress
in this direction,” he said. “This pro-
cess is irreversible, in the positive
sense of the word. Current processes
and contracts will significantly change

the quality of our army’s weapons in
the future.”

“In this process, we have also
acquired new partners,” Papikian said,
singling out India and France.

The minister noted, the acquisi-
tion of weapons also presupposes cer-
tain training, in particular knowledge
of languages and adaptation.

“Our army is going through this
phase, difficult but important,” the
minister said.

Papikyan also noted that he in-
tends to introduce military uniforms in
the armed forces according to NATO
standards. He added that a competition
to develop such a military uniform was
announced back in 2022. The minister

Continued on page 4

Senators Markey and Cassidy Introduce
Bipartisan Senate Resolution
Seeking Information on Azerbaijan’s
Human Rights Violations

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Follow-
ing Representative Adam Schiff’s (D-
Calif.) House Resolution that was
introduced in November, Senators
Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) and Bill
Cassidy (R-La.) introduced a biparti-
san resolution in the Senate on Thurs-
day February 1, to require that the
Secretary of State provide a report on
Azerbaijan’s human rights practices,
including concerning allegations of
human rights violations committed
against ethnic Armenians, such as un-
lawful killings, torture, restrictions on
freedom of movement, the illegal de-
tention of political prisoners, and eth-
nic cleansing.

Since Azerbaijan’s large-scale
military offensive on September 19,
2023, against the territory of Nagorno-
Karabakh, more than 100,000 ethnic
Armenians have fled to Armenia in fear
of further persecution. Before the at-
tack, Azerbaijani forces blockaded the
Lachin Corridor, the sole road con-
necting Nagorno-Karabakh to Arme-
nia and the outside world, to prevent

imports of essential goods, humanitar-
ian convoys, and all passages of food,
fuel, and medicine from the Red Cross
to the ethnic Armenians that lived in
the territory.

“The Administration’s continu-
ing support for the Aliyev regime,
which regularly commits atrocities and
human rights violations, simply isn’tin
line with our values as Americans.
Given Azerbaijan’s egregious military
action against Artsakh on September
19, itisimperative that President Biden

Continued on page4
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Armenia Formally Joins International
Criminal Court

YEREVAN — Armenia formally
joined the International Criminal Court
(ICC) on Thursday four months after its
parliament ratified the court’s founding.

“ICC Rome Statute officially en-
tered into force for Armenia on Febru-
ary 1,” Armenia’s official representa-
tive for international legal matters,
Yeghishe Kirakosyan told AFP.

“Joining the ICC gives Armenia
serious tools to prevent war crimes
and crimes against humanity on its
territory,” Kirakosyan said.

Armenia’s Constitutional Court
gave the green light for the ratification
last March. The Armenian government
pushed the treaty, also known as the
Rome Statute, through the National
Assembly on October 3.

On 17 March 2023, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) issued an
arrest warrant for Vladimir Putin, the
President of Russia, after an investiga-
tion of war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide in Ukraine.
The ICC arrest warrant for Putin ac-
cuses the Russian leader of unlawfully
deporting thousands of Ukrainian chil-
dren, a war crime. This has been de-
nied by the Russian government. Coun-

tries that are signatories to the Rome
Statute would have to enforce the
arrest warrant once Putin travels into
their territory. Earlier the Russian For-
eign Ministry described it as an ‘un-
friendly step’ and asked for explana-
tions.

Armenian government officials
have numerously said that ratifying the
Rome Statute has nothing to do with
Russia and is aimed at holding
Azerbaijan to account for its aggres-
sion against Armenia.

Over 2.3 Million Foreign Tourists Visited
Armenia in 2023, an Increase of 39.1%

YEREVAN — The number of
foreign tourists visiting Armenia in
2023 surged by almost 40% from the
previous year to 2,316,666 people, the
National Statistical Committee said.

Some 1,015,895 were women
and 1,300,771 were men. Also, some
1,138,838 were travelers aged 36-63
years old, while the least number of
tourists were aged 16-17 years old
(30,671 people).

Most tourists were from Russia
(1,139,853 people or 49.2% of the
total, up 44.2% from 2022), Georgia
(253,759 people or 11%, up 45%) and
Iran (150,766 people or 6.5%, up
29.5%).

Besides, there were tourists from
the USA (58,611 people), India
(34,687), Germany (27,778), France

(27,680), Ukraine (26,521), China
(19,884), Philippines (19,477), Belarus
(17,505), Italy (14,072), the Nether-
lands (13,192), Turkey (12,359) and
Great Britain (12,227).

In the reporting period, 13 citi-
zens of Azerbaijan visited Armenia.
There were also tourists from Angola,
Timor-Leste, Barbados, Gambia,
Micronesia, Chad, Samoa, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, Togo and Tonga
(one from each country); Gabon,
Eritrea, Lesotho and Malawi (2 from
each country); Burundi, Marshall Is-
lands, Namibia, Niger and Sierra Leone
(3 from each country).

According to the National Statis-
tical Committee, 1,611,476 people trav-
elled outside Armenia as tourists in
2023, comparedto 1,138,539 for2022.

Two Killed, Others Injured After Explosion
Destroys Houses in Armenian Capital

YEREVAN —
An explosion in|
Yerevan’s Erebuni
district has leftat least
two people dead and -Z
two injured. R Ve

The explosion | “%
and the subsequent &~
collapse that occurred [ &7
Monday morning at | # ff ‘
34 Nor Aresh Street| | ¢
in Yerevan, resulted
in in the death of A~
man and his wife, rescuers pulled out
an 86-year-old woman and a 30-year-
old man from under the ruins and
rushed them to a hospital.

“Police received the 911 call on
an explosion at 11:36. The rescuers
dispatched to the scene took out Hrant
Sargsyan (born in 1994) and Roza

Nazaryan (born in 1938) from the
rubble, and they were immediately
hospitalized.

The search and rescue opera-
tions continued, and at 16:05 the
bodies of Gayane Yeghoyan and
Hayk Soghomonyan were taken out
of the rubble. Multiple search and
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Baku, Yerevan Hold Fresh Talks On Border
Delimitation

YEREVAN — Senior Armenian
and Azerbaijani officials held on
Wednesday another round of direct
negotiations on the delimitation of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border, a key
hurdle to a comprehensive peace deal
between the two nations.

The sixth joint session of Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani government com-
missions on border demarcation and
delimitation took place at a relatively
peaceful section of the heavily milita-
rized frontier. It was co-chaired by
Deputy Prime Minister Mher Grigoryan
and his Azerbaijani counterpart Shahin
Mustfayev.

The two sides issued very short
and identical statements that shed no
light on the agenda of the talks or give
other details. Nor did they report any
agreements.

Speaking in Yerevan earlierin the
day, parliament speaker Alen Simonyan
said that the Armenian side hopes the
fresh talks will bring more clarity to
the delimitation issue. He indicated that

Baku and Yerevan continue to disagree
on a concrete mechanism for delineat-
ing the border.

“We can show, with a deviation
of meters, where the border of Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan passes,” Simonyan
told reporters. “Not just show some
imaginary maps but maps with legal
basis under them.”

Armenia insists on using the most
recent Soviet military maps drawn in
the 1970s. Azerbaijani President [lham
Aliyev reiterated Baku’s rejection of
the idea in early January, saying that it
favors the Armenian side.

Aliyev and other Azerbaijani offi-
cials have said that an Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace treaty should be signed
before the delimitation and demarcation
of the border. Yerevan insists, however,
that the treaty must spell out legally
binding principles of the delimitation
process. Armenian analysts and opposi-
tion figures believe that Aliyev wants to
leave the door open to Azerbaijani terri-
torial claims to Armenia.

Armenia’s Prosecutor General Demands
Seizure of $2.5 Million of Illegally Acquired
Funds from Former Culture Minister

YEREVAN —Armenia’s Pros-
ecutor General Office (PGO) wants
to confiscate one billion drams
(US$2.482M) from former Minister
of Culture Hasmik Poghosyan, claim-
ing she purchased several properties
withillegally acquired funds, Hetq.am
reports.

Poghosyan served as culture min-
ister from 2006 to 2016.

The PGO has sent the case to the
country’s Anti-Corruption Court for
adjudication.

Hetq, in 2015, revealed that
Poghosyan and then Armenian Am-
bassador to Israel Armen Smbatyan,
forged documents to acquire a two-
story downtown Yerevan building col-
loquially known as AOKS. (AOKS is
the Russian acronym for the Armenian
Society for Friendship and Cultural
Relations with Foreign Countries —
ASRFC.)

The building and land were then

sold to an offshore company, owned
by Poghosyan’s daughter-in-law, for
$550,000.

In 2020, Armenia’s Investigative
Committee issued an arrest warrant for
Poghosyan, charging her with abuse of
power and money laundering. She fled
Armenia for an unknown destination.

rescue personnel were working at
the scene.

As a result of the explosion,
houses No. 43 and No. 27a at 34 Nor
Aresh Street have been completely
collapsed, and several other house
structures have been damaged,” the

statement reads.
According to the source, two
combat units are on duty at the scene.
Criminal proceedings have been
instituted. The cause of the explosion
and other circumstances are being in-
vestigated.
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Armenia Presents Crossroads of Peace
Project at Global Gateway Forum in Brussels

BRUSSELS — Armenia has pre-
sented its Crossroads of Peace project
at the Global Gateway Investors Fo-
rum in Brussels.

The project was presented by
Deputy Minister of Territorial Admin-
istration and Infrastructures Armen
Simonyan at the forum’s South
Caucasus and Turkey: the strong con-
nectivity link between Central Asiaand
Europe panel discussion.

Simonyan highlighted that the
main principle of Crossroads of Peace
is that all infrastructures will function
under the sovereignty and jurisdiction
of the countries through which they
pass.

“The latest geopolitical develop-
ments proved that the diversification
of transport routes is a vital necessity
for the continuity of supplying goods
to regional markets,” the Armenian
official said.

He added that Armenia estimates
the project to ensure 4,7 million tons of
cargo and 300,000 passenger trans-
portation through regional countries
during the first year of operation of
Crossroads of Peace. By 2050 the
volume of goods transported through
regional countries by Armenian rail-
way infrastructures will reach 10 mil-
lion tons.

Simonyan then held meetings with
his counterparts from various coun-
tries.

The Investors Forum takes for-
ward the conclusions of the EU-com-
missioned Study on Sustainable Trans-
port Corridors between the EU and
Central Asia, and aims to translate the
political commitments of the EU and
the five countries in Central Asia to
enhance and reinforce connectivity into
tangible operational deliverables.

The Forum contributes to the

long-term objective of making the
Trans-Caspian Transport Corridor a
multimodal, modern, competitive, sus-
tainable, predictable, smart and fast
route linking Europe and Central Asia
in 15 days or less. For this, the Forum
aims to:

send a strong and concrete signal
to the five Central Asian countries of
the EU’s political and operational com-
mitment to strengthen connectivity
with the region through the Global
Gateway initiative

kick-start the process for imple-
menting and coordinating investments
along the Trans-Caspian Transport
Corridor by following up on specific
actions identified in the Study, notably
by mobilising investors on projects,
with concrete and realistic timelines
and financial commitments

commit key stakeholders for con-
tinued participation in the Forum as the
main platform for implementing the
projects identified in the Study

The event brings together high-
level representatives from Central Asian
countries, EU Member States, partner
countries along the Trans-Caspian
Transport Corridor, EU Institutions,
international and bilateral financial in-
stitutions, as well as representatives of
the private sector and members of civil
society.

The Crossroads of Peace project
is designed to establish connections
between the Persian Gulf, the Gulf of
Oman, the Black Sea, the Caspian Sea
and the Mediterranean Sea via a con-
solidated, regional railway network and
via the North-South and East-West
roads.

The Crossroads of Peace project
is about creating new infrastructures
or improving the scope and quality of
the existing ones.

Tehran Will Not Tolerate

Continued from page 1

ister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian praised
itduring a December visit to the Arme-
nian capital.

“We welcome and support the
Crossroads of Peace project presented
by Mr. Pashinyan,” Sobhani told Ar-
menian journalists and analysts. “That
project is about maintaining peace and
stability in the region and respecting
the territorial integrity and sovereignty
of regional countries. We consider
Armenia’s position logical and consis-

tent with international norms.”

“We welcome the unblocking of
roads but only if that happens on the
basis of the interests and sovereignty
of the regional countries,” the envoy
said in comments cited by the
Armenpress news agency. “We sup-
port the strengthening of Armenia and
the establishment of peace and stabil-
ity. Only a balance of forces in our
region will contribute to all that. We
are ready to provide any assistance
that Armenia will need for further de-
velopment.”
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Goddess Anahit Statue to Be Displayed in
Yerevan for First Time

YEREVAN — The head of the
statue of Goddess Anahit kept in the
British Museum will be exhibited in
Yerevan for the first time in September
2024 thanks to an agreement reached
between the Museum of the History of
Armenia and the British Museum

The worship of the Goddess
Anahit in the Armenian Highlands be-
gan from time immemorial and was
closely related to the worship of moth-
erhood.

The main temple of Anahit was
located in Yeriza town in Upper Arme-
nia. The temple was looted in 34 B.C.
during the invasion of the Roman gen-
eral Mark Antony. His soldiers broke
the huge golden statue of Anahit and
took it to Rome.

Rumors say the first soldier who
attacked the statue of Anahit went
blind, then went mad and died.

The relics kept in the British
Museum were found at the end of the
19th century in Yerznka by a peasant
during farming. The relics of the
statue were moved to England under
unclear circumstances, and the copy
is kept in the Museum of the History
of Armenia.

Exhibition of Unique Collection of Yerevan
History Museum Opens in Ningbo, China

LAND _OF NOAH gt i =
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“Noah’s Land” has opened in Ningbo,
China. The project was implemented
within the framework of the coopera-
tion agreement signed between Yerevan
History Museum, “Armenian-Chinese
Partnership Center” NGO and Ningbo
City of the People’s Republic of China.
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YEREVAN — Anexhibition titled

The exhibition features 94 unique
exhibits from the museum’s collec-
tion: traditional costumes-Taraz, car-
pets, silver jewelry, embroidery, table-
ware dating back to the 18th-20th
centuries.

The opening of the exhibition
was attended by officials of the Ningbo
municipality, director of the Ningbo
Museum Qian Lu, representative of
the RA Embassy in China Koryun
Ghazaryan, employees of the Yerevan
History Museum, and chairman of the
Armenian Chinese Partnership Center

Armen Mkhitaryan.

The exhibition will last until May
5, becoming an important example in
the chain of Armenian-Chinese cul-
tural cooperation.

Sobhani indicated Iran’s opposi-
tion to the Azerbaijani demands for the
so-called “Zangezur corridor” backed
by Turkey. The Islamic Republic will

nottolerate any “geopolitical changes”
in the South Caucasus, he said, echo-
ing statements regularly made by Ira-
nian leaders.
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Armenian American Museum Elevates
First Structural Steel Beams

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California celebrated an exciting
milestone with the installation of the
first structural steel beams at the con-
struction site of the highly anticipated
cultural and educational center.

“We are thrilled to witness the
structure of the museum rising and
taking shape,” stated Executive Vice
Chairman Zaven Kazazian. “We are
grateful for our community’s unwa-
vering support to build a landmark
center that will advance education,
preservation, and enrichment for fu-
ture generations.”

The one-of-a-kind institution is
currently under construction in the
museum campus at Glendale Central
Park. The first phase of construction
featuring the museum parking garage
and building foundation has been com-
pleted. The second phase of construc-

tion featuring the two-level 50,820
square foot museum building super-
structure is currently underway.

PNG Builders, the General Con-
tractor for the museum project, con-
tracted with Muhlhauser Steel as the
structural steel subcontractor follow-
ing a competitive bidding process.
Muhlhauser Steel is based in Southern
California and brings more than four
decades of experience with commer-
cial, industrial, educational, and enter-
tainment facility projects.

The mission of the museum is to
promote understanding and apprecia-
tion of America’s ethnic and cultural
diversity by sharing the Armenian
American experience. The museum will
offer a wide range of public program-
ming through the Permanent Exhibi-
tion, Temporary Exhibitions, Audito-
rium, Learning Center, Demonstration
Kitchen, Archives Center, and more.

PM Pashinyan on Tools to Ensure Security

Continued from page 1

needs further discussion, because if
you have a strong and capable army to
achieve legitimate goals, no one can
say why you are strengthening your
army. Problems may arise if you set a
goal whose legitimacy can be ques-
tioned internationally,” said Nikol
Pashinyan.

“Weneed to strengthen our army,
make it combat-ready in order to pro-
tect the territorial integrity, sovereignty
and independence of our country, and
no one can tell us “Why are you doing
this?” In case we declare we are

strengthen the army in order to restore
historical justice, a very simple ques-
tion arises: “Why should others allow
that army to grow stronger to solve a
question of historical justice?” It is not
reasonable to allow that army to be-
come strong and have to deal with that
strengthened army,” said the Prime
Minister.

“I say that we should not send
such messages to the world, but I also
do not want this conversation to be
between us and the world, I want this
conversation to be between us and
us,” the Prime Minister stated.

Senators Markey and Cassidy Introduce

Continued from pagel

and Secretary Blinken reconsider our
aid policies,” said Rep Schiff. “This
resolution aims to gather information
on human rights abuses and war crimes
being committed by Azerbaijan and to
halt future aid. As a country that cham-
pions human rights, we must ensure
our foreign aid reflects our commitment
to core values and does not contribute to
further violence against the Armenian
people in Artsakh. This resolution is a
step towards aligning our international
aid with the ethical standards and inter-
ests of the United States.”

“The need to hold Azerbaijan’s
government accountable and forge a

peaceful path forward is long over-
due,” said Senator Markey. “Military
action has never been the solution to
peace and stability in Nagorno-
Karabakh. This resolution puts pres-
sure on Azerbaijan’s government to
uphold human rights and stop commit-
ting crimes against ethnic Armenians
in the region. We must protect the will,
the rights, and the bedrock freedoms
of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh.”

“Azerbaijan has already been bull-
dozing holy sites and starving Arme-
nian communities. This is the type of
country the Biden administration wants
supplying LNG to Europe instead of
Louisiana natural gas?” said Dr.
Cassidy.
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AMAA James G. Jameson Essay Contest
Open to High School and College Students

PARAMUS, NJ — The James G.
Jameson Essay Contest, sponsored by
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA), runs every aca-
demic year and is financed from the
income of a special fund established by
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Jameson of
Brookline, MA.

All Armenian and part-Armenian
students attending schools in North
Americaare eligible. Only unpublished
essays are accepted which are written
in English and have alength of 1,000 to
2,000 words.

The topics of the Contest are
required to touch upon some aspect of
Armenian heritage and experience, such
asreligion, history, culture, literature,
language, art, architecture, geography
and economics.

Essaysare judged based on merit
in such criteria as content, style, logic
and reasoning, coherence and usage.

JAMES G. JAMESON
ESSAY CONTEST

Awards for the Contest are made
in two categories: College/University
contestants, and High School contes-
tants.

The deadline for entriesisMay 1,
2024.

Entries and/or inquiries should
be directed to: James G. Jameson Es-
say Contest, c/o of The Armenian
Missionary Association of America,
31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ
07652 ore-mailed to lucyr@amaa.org.

Armenia Diversifying Arms Suppliers

Continued from page 1

emphasized that at this stage we are
talking about field uniforms.

Since September 2022, Armenia
has reportedly signed a number of
defense contracts with India worth at
least $400 million. The Armenian mili-
tary is due to receive Indian artillery
systems, anti-tank rockets and anti-
drone equipment.

In October 2023, Armenia also
signed two arms deals with France.
One of them entitles it to buying three
sophisticated radar systems from the
French defense group Thales. Papikian
and his French counterpart Sebastien
Lecornualso signed in Paris a “letter of
intent” on the future delivery of French

short-range surface-to-air missiles.

Yerevan had earlier signed with
Moscow contracts for the delivery of
Russian weapons worth $400 million,
according to Armenian officials. The
latter repeatedly complained last year
that the Armenian side has still not
received any of those weapons. Two
senior Armenian lawmakers said last
month that Russia has shipped the first
batch of that military hardware.

Papikyan also noted that he in-
tends to introduce military uniforms in
the armed forces according to NATO
standards. He added that a competition
to develop such a military uniform was
announced back in 2022. The minister
emphasized that at this stage we are
talking about field uniforms.
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