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Pashinyan to The Daily Telegraph: We Are Diversifying Security
Relations, Not Abandoning Cooperation With Russia

Azerbaijanis Abandoning Agreements Reached on International Platforms and With Armenia

YEREVAN — Armenia Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, in a lengthy
interview with the British newspaper
The Daily Telegraph, reiterated that
Armenia Armenia does not any longer
rely on Russia as its main military and
defense partner because Russia.

“We have not said that we deny
and reject cooperation with Russia in
general and in the security sector in
particular. What we have said is that
we are going to diversify our relations
in the security sector. What does this
mean? Does this mean that we are
going to break our security relation-
ship with Russia? No, it doesn’t mean
that, but it means that in the field of
security, we are preparing and ready,

and we are discussing and working to
establish relations, for example, with
the European Union, which is already
a reality by and large, with France,
which is already a reality by and large,
with the United States, which is al-
ready by and large a reality, with the
Islamic Republic of Iran, which is
already by and large a reality, with
India, which is already by and large a
reality, and with many other countries.
Our security relations with the United
States, or France, or India, or the
European Union are not naturally di-
rected against Russia. This is simply the
consequence of the reality that the secu-
rity relationships we used to have in the
past do not address our security needs.

As to NATO, this is not an item
on our agenda. In other words, we
have not and are not discussing NATO
membership. We do have partnership
relations with NATO, and there is
nothing new there. We used to have
an Individual Partnership Action Plan,
now that program is being reformat-
ted into a certain partnership format
that doesn’t imply membership. [ will
also tell you something that we are at
least a de jure member of the CSTO
today, and I am not sure if there are
discussions on that topic in general,
or rather in Armenia, as to how well
the alliance-based strategy corre-
sponds to Armenia’s interests, in gen-
eral, in the long term.’

Asked about the peace process
between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
Pashinyan stated that architecture and
principles of the peace treaty have
been agreed upon. But Azerbaijan has
been abandoning agreements reached.

“At the end of last year it seemed
to us that we were very close to finally
agreeing on the text of the final treaty,
but then Azerbaijan three times re-
fused to participate in negotiations in
different formats, after which presi-
dential elections in Azerbaijan were
scheduled. And, in fact, we are still on
this point, and I assume that after the
presidential elections, we will be able

Continued on page4

Russia Asking for
Assurances from
Armenia Regarding
Vladimir Putin’s

Possible Visit

MOSCOW — The Kremlin ex-
pects Yerevan to provide certain as-
surances regarding the possible arrest
of Russian President Vladimir Putin
under an International Criminal Court
(ICC) warrant, Russia’s Interfax news
agency reported today.

“Of course, it is very important
to receive certain assurances from our
Armenian partners. This issue is to be
resolved within the framework of bi-
lateral dialog, which we intend to do,”
Russian presidential spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said.

Peskov’s words came after Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said that he was not the one to decide
on the possible arrest of the Russian
president, who is wanted by the Inter-
national Criminal Court, if he visited
Armenia.

In an interview with Britain’s
The Daily Telegraph on February 11,
Pashinyan did not answer a direct
question about whether Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin could be arrested
and extradited to The Hague if he
visited Armenia.

Such an obligation is stipulated
by membership in the ICC, which

Continued on page 4

Four Armenian Soldiers Killed and Another
Wounded in Azerbaijani Shooting

YEREVAN --Four Armenian sol-
diers were killed and another wounded
when their positions on Armenia’s
border with Azerbaijan came under
cross-border fire early on Tuesday.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry said
its outposts around the border village
of Nerkin Hand in southeastern Syunik
province were targeted for four hours.
The gunfire stopped at 9:30 a.m., it
said in a statement.

The head of the village adminis-
tration, Khachatur Baghdasaryan, told
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service that he
heard intense gunshots at around the
same time.

Azerbaijan confirmed that its
troops deployed in the area opened fire
early in the morning. Its State Border
Service claimed to have destroyed an
Armenian army post which fired at its
positions and wounded one of its ser-
vicemen the previous evening.

For its part, the Azerbaijani De-
fense Ministry accused Armenian
forces of also violating ceasefire at
another section of the long border late
on Monday. The Defense Ministry in
Yerevan denied the “disinformation.”

The Armenian Foreign Ministry

condemned the Azerbaijani “provoca-
tion,” saying that Baku is “looking for
pretexts” to heighten tensions on the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border and try-
ing to torpedo international efforts to
kick-start talks on a peace treaty be-
tween the two South Caucasus nations.
“This use of force followed bel-
licose statements made by Azerbaijan’s
military-political leadership and its pro-
paganda preparations of the last few
days,” read a ministry statement. It
urged Baku to “return to negotiations.”
Tuesday’s fighting was the most
serious truce violation reported from
the border in the last five months. The
situation there was relatively calm amid
growing fears that Azerbaijan will also
invade Armenia after occupying
Nagorno-Karabakh in September.
Last month, the European Union
twice warned Baku against taking such
military action in response to renewed
Azerbaijani demands for Yerevan to
open an extraterritorial corridor to the
Nakhichevan exclave.
On Monday, the Azerbaijani For-
eign Ministry summoned the EU am-

Continued on page 4

Armenian and French Foreign Ministers

PARIS — Armenian Foreign Min-
ister Ararat Mirzoyan on Friday had a
meeting with the Minister of Europe
and Foreign Affairs of France Stéphane
Séjourné, in Paris.

Armenian Foreign Minister
Mirzoyan congratulated his French
counterpart on assuming the position
of the Minister of Europe and Foreign
Affairs of France, the foreign ministry
said in a statement.

The interlocutors discussed a
wide range of issues of mutual inter-

est, reflecting on the perspectives of
joint close interaction on both bilateral
and multilateral platforms.

Referring to issues related to the
bilateral agenda, the high-level political
dialogue was noted with satisfaction,
and there was an emphasis on the
willingness to further strengthen multi-
sectoral cooperation. The ministers of
Armenia and France discussed up-
coming high-level events.

Continued on page4
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Armenia Officially Welcomed to
International Criminal Court

THE HAGUE — The Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) held a
special ceremony today to welcome
Armenia as the 124th State Party to the
Rome Statute, the ICC’s founding
treaty.

Before the ceremony Armenian
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyanraise
the flag of Armenia next to the flags of
other member states.

Within the framework of the cer-
emony, the President of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, Piotr Hofmanski,
handed over a copy of the special
edition of the Rome Statute to the
Foreign Minister of Armenia Ararat
Mirzoyan.

Addressing the ceremony, ICC
President Piotr Hofmanski thanked
Armenia for joining the Court, for
“making it stronger,” and for showing
an example to all those who are yet to
recognize the Rome Statute.

“Armenia’s ratification of the
Rome Statute is a significant decision.
It is indeed a brave decision. Armenia
has now joined the community of states
committed to the notion of the most
cries of concern, the international com-
munity,” he said.

“Armenia has now joined the
community of states committed to the
notion that the most serious crimes of
concern to the international commu-
nity as a whole must be answered with
justice,” the President added.

“The purpose of the ICC is to
help put an end to impunity and to
contribute to the prevention of future
crimes. But the ICC is only as strong
as the commitment of the international
community to its mandate. That com-
mitment is built step-by-step, brick by
brick. I’'m grateful to the Republic of
Armenia for adding its own brick to
the permanent pillar of international
criminal justice that the ICC is,” Judge
Piotr Hofmanski said.

He noted that Armenia is now
obliged to cooperate fully with the ICC
in accordance with the provisions of
the Rome Stature, and participate in
financing the Court’s budget.

“I do hope other countries will
follow Armenia’s footsteps to join the
Rome Statue. Universal ratification of
the Rome Statute must remain our goal,
even if the road to it is very difficult,” he
stated, noting that all states should join it
for their own benefit and for the benefit
of all humanity.

“The International Criminal Court
stands as a bastion against the horrors

of genocide, war crimes, crimes
against humanity and crimes of ag-
gression. In this regard, Armenia’s
consistent cooperative approach to the
ICC is based on the following major
objectives — preventing the most seri-
ous crimes, which are of concern to
the international community as a whole;
strengthening of the rule of law in the
international community; achieving
more universality of the ICC,” Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
said, in turn.

“Armenia believes that it is ex-
tremely important to establish an inter-
national judicial system, which en-
sures punishment for persons who
have committed genocide and other
serious crimes. For decades, Armenia
has been an initiator and pioneer in the
processes of prevention and condem-
nation of the crime of genocide both
within the framework of the United
Nations and other international organi-
zations long before acceding to the
International Criminal Court,” he said.

Unfortunately, the Minister said,
“in our region we were confronted not
only by complete unwillingness to re-
solve the issue by peaceful means, but
also with a clear intent to proliferate
war, hatred and terror.”

“Continued aggression against the
Republic of Armenia and occupation
of our southern territories, heinous
crimes perpetrated against Armenians,
ethnic cleansing of Nagorno Karabakh,
as result of which over 100 000 Arme-
nians had to escape their homes to find
shelter in Armenia, had devastating
consequences and continue to pose
imminent risks for our region,” Ararat
Mirzoyan stated.

Armenian Protection Act Introduced in the
House Restricting U.S. Aid to Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC — Rep.
Mike Lawler (R-NY), along with Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Rep. Gus
Bilirakis (R-FL), and Rep. Gabe Amo
(D-RI) have introduced a bipartisan
bill that will restrict U.S. aid to
Azerbaijan by removing the Presiden-
tial authority to waive Section 907 of
the Freedom Support Act.

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev broke international law when he
ordered his deadly assault of Artsakh
last year, Congressman Frank Pallone
said in a post on X.

“He still has not faced any mean-
ingful consequences for his genocidal
campaign that has displaced 120,000
Armenians from their historic home-
land even though it was clear an attack
was imminent,” Pallone noted.

“It’s past time for the U.S. to
take action to hold Aliyev accountable.
That’s why I’m the leading Democrat
on the Armenian Protection Act, which
will halt all further U.S. security assis-
tance to Azerbaijan and require proof

Continued on page3
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Armenian Envoy Slams UN
for Failure to Prevent Ethnic Cleansing
in Nagorno Karabakh

NEW YORK (ArmRadio)— De-
spite a multitude of clearly detectable
early warning signs and calls for inter-
vention, the United Nations fell short
of addressing the egregious violations
committed in Nagorno-Karabakh,
Armenia’s Permanent Representative
to the UN Mher Margaryan said in an
statement on the Report of the Secre-
tary-General on the work of the Orga-
nization.

“Not only does this failure con-
stitute a breach of the fundamental
principles, upon which this very Orga-
nization was established, but it also
signifies, in no uncertain terms, a ma-
jor departure from the internationally
endorsed commitment of the Respon-
sibility to Protect populations from
atrocity crimes, including genocides
and ethnic cleansings. As we address
the annual report of the UN Secretary-
General, we trust that, moving for-
ward, the Organization will acknowl-
edge the gravity of these violations and
reflect on the failure to prevent them,”
he said.

“The blockade and starvation of
the population of Nagorno-Karabakh,
with the barbaric siege of its only
transportation lifeline, which started in
December 2022, and culminated in
September 2023 with the use of deadly
military action against innocent civil-
ian population is one explicit example
of pre-meditated ethnic cleansing,
which was gradually perpetrated un-
der the watch of international commu-
nity. It has resulted in widespread
forced displacement of the entire eth-
nic Armenian population, immense suf-
ferings caused to the civilians, and,
indeed, a most brazen and blatant vio-
lation of international law — including
the very Charter of this Organization,”

the Ambassador stated.

Margaryan reminded that in the
period from 2021 to 2023, the Interna-
tional Court of Justice issued eight
provisional measures against
Azerbaijan, including the legally bind-
ing obligation to ensure unimpeded
movement of persons, vehicles and
cargo along the Lachin Corridor in
both directions, as well as the obliga-
tion to ensure that persons who have
been forced out of Nagorno-Karabakh
after 19 September 2023 are able to
return in a safe and unimpeded man-
ner.

“Compliance with the decisions
of the ICJ is fundamental in ensuring
that justice can be served and that
breaches of international law can be
essentially prevented in the future,
whereas failure to do so only serves
the interests of those who seek to
undermine the viability of international
law and to challenge the integrity and
credibility of the international legal
system. The United Nations, through
its respective actions and mandates,
has a distinct responsibility to ensure
that the rule of law prevails over vio-
lence and aggression, and that justice
and accountability remain essential in
guiding the work of the Organization.
Armenia is committed to promoting
accountability and fighting impunity,
as demonstrated by our recent acces-
sion to the Rome Statute of the Inter-
national Criminal Court, effective since
1 February 2024,” the Armenian en-
voy said.

“Asever, Armeniaremains stead-
fast in supporting efforts for strength-
ening the efficiency of the Organiza-
tion, its resilience and integrity in the
face of the current and evolving chal-
lenges,” Mher Mararyan concluded.

Azerbaijan Summons EU Ambassador to
Denounce EU Monitoring Mission in
Armenia

BAKU — The Azerbaijani For-
eign Ministry summoned the European
Union’s ambassador in Baku on Mon-
day to denounce a monitoring mission
launched by the EU along Armenia’s
border with Azerbaijan a year ago.

In an ensuing statement, the min-
istry questioned the impartiality of the
mission and warned it against causing
“damage to Azerbaijan’s territorial in-
tegrity.”

In particular, it linked EU moni-
tors to a Czech national who was
arrested by Azerbaijani security ser-
vices on February 3. Baku claimed
that the still unidentified man illegally
entered the country from Armenia.

The statement also condemned
the monitors for escorting “official and
unofficial European delegations” to
border areas during their visits to Ar-
menia. Such visits are used for spread-
ing “anti-Azerbaijani propaganda,” it
claimed without giving details.

French Gendarmerie General
William De Meyer was one of the
European officials who inspected a
section of the Armenian-Azerbaijan

border earlier this month. Azerbaijani
state television claimed afterwards
that France is helping Armenia pre-
pare a military operation against
Azerbaijan.

Later on Monday, Baku said
that an Azerbaijani border guard de-
ployed on the Armenian border was
wounded in an Armenian ceasefire
violation. The Armenian military said
it is “investigating” the report.

Azerbaijan has repeatedly criti-
cized the EU monitoring mission over
the past year. Despite the criticism,
the 27-nation bloc decided late last
year to deploy more observers in
Armenia.

Last month, the EU twice
warned Azerbaijan against invading
Armenia following Baku’s renewed
demands for Yerevan to open an
extraterritorial corridor to the
Nakhichevan exclave. Its foreign
policy chief, Josep Borrell, said this
and other statements made by
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
earlier in January amount to territo-
rial claims to Armenia.
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BBC Travel Publishes Article

About the Armenian Alphabet

—

LONDON — BBC Travel has
published an article about the Arme-
nian alphabet. Sugato Mukherjee, the
author of the article entitled “How a
1,600-year-old alphabet shaped Arme-
nian identity®, has noted that the Ar-
menian alphabet is not just a writing
system, but it’s also a numerical sys-
tem used for mathematical calcula-
tions and recording calendar dates, as
well as a national point of pride.

In the article, the journalist also
has shared his impressions from his
visit to the Armenian Alphabet Monu-
ment and Matenadaran.

“I knew that the aesthetically

eloquent shapes of Armenian letters,
with their long usage in folk art and
calligraphy, have made it onto
Unesco’s Lists of Intangible Cultural
Heritage. But I had no idea that the
dainty, artistic designs are also imbued
with secret codes and cryptographs,
and endowed with hidden properties.

All the original 36 letters also
have an assigned numerical value based
on their order in the alphabet. When
arranged in four columns and nine
rows, the letters in each column re-
spectively represent digits in singles,
tens, hundreds and thousands,’’ writes
Mukherjee.

Ardshinbank Purchases HSBC
Armenian Subsidiary

LONDON — HSBC, Europe’s
biggest bank, has announced the sale
of its Armenian subsidiary which
will end its nearly 30-year presence
in Armenia.

In a statement issued late on
Tuesday, the British bank said it has
agreed to sell the HSBC Armenia unit
to the country’s leading bank,
Ardshinbank, in line with its “strat-
egy to redeploy capital from less
strategic or low-connectivity busi-
nesses into higher-growth opportu-
nities globally.”

Ardshinbank confirmed the
agreement in a separate statement.
Neither side disclosed the terms of
the deal subject to regulatory ap-
provals.

“Ardshinbank looks forward to
welcoming HSBC Armenia custom-
ers onto our award-winning plat-
form and to further delivering on its
strategy to accelerate growth and
expand product offering for clients,”
said the bank’s chairman, Artak
Ananian. He promised a “smooth
and fluid transition” for the 30,000
or so customers.

Reuters reported last May that
HSBC is considering a possible exit

D¢
SBC

from as many as a dozen countries
after earlier announcements about
selling off parts or all of its activities
in France, Canada, Russia and
Greece. HSBC completed the sale of
its French retail business to CCF on
January 1 days after Canada ap-
proved the acquisition of the bank’s
Canadian business by Royal Bank of
Canada.

Established in 1996, HSBC Ar-
menia is the only local commercial
bank controlled by a major Western
banking group. It currently has total
assets worth 290 billion drams ($720
million) and around 200 billion drams
in customer deposits.

HSBC Armenia’s net profit rose
from 8 billion drams in 2022 to over
11 billion drams ($27 million) last
year. By comparison, Ardshinbank
reported nearly 63 billion drams in
earnings in 2023.

The 18 banks operating in Armenia
nearly tripled their combined profits, to
arecord 253 billion drams, in 2022 amid
a dramatic increase in cash flows from
Russia which followed the Russianinva-
sion of Ukraine. The figure fell by 9
percentin 2023, according to the Hetq.am
publication.
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Presidential Election in Azerbaijan
Violated National and International
Standards for Free and Fair Elections

BAKU —Election observers from
the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) have raised
“serious questions” about the validity
of Azerbaijan’s presidential election,
which saw incumbent Ilham Aliyev
secure a fifth term with more than 90
percent of the vote.

The election was “not competi-
tive” and “was held in a restrictive
environment”, OSCE monitors told a
news conference in the capital, Baku,
on Thursday, a day after the poll. They
said that “recent arrests of critical
journalists have hindered the media
from operating freely”.

“While six other candidates par-
ticipated in the campaign, none of
them convincingly challenged the in-
cumbent president’s policies in their
campaigns, leaving voters without any
genuine alternative,” the monitors said.

The OSCE noted “issues of se-
crecy of the vote, a lack of safeguards
against multiple voting, indications of
ballot stuffing”, raising “serious ques-
tions about whether ballots were
counted and reported honestly”.

ODIHR found a “statistically high”
rate of negative assessments at ob-
served polling stations that suggested
“serious procedural shortcomings” as
well as a “blatant disregard” for safe-
guards against manipulations. It also
cited “impediments [that] undermined
the transparency of election day pro-
cedures.”

The Election Monitoring and
Democracy Studies Center (EMDS) a
non-governmental organization dedi-
cated to promoting free and fair elec-
tions, civil liberties, and democratic
developmentin Azerbaijan, concluded

that the early presidential election on
February 7, 2024, was conducted in
an environment lacking democratic
principles and real political competi-
tion, violating national and interna-
tional standards for free and fair elec-
tions.

Video from polling stations
showed electoral workers handling
ballots that had already been cut in
advance, in what is considered to be a
violation. In Azerbaijan, the upper cor-
ner of a ballot paper should be cut by
an electoral official just before being
presented to a voter.

Journalists reported being pre-
vented from filming at another polling
station on the grounds that they were
not in the media registry, despite an
assurance from the Central Election
Commission that they could “operate
freely by presenting their press card.”
The commission told Turan, an
Azerbaijani-based independent news
agency, that “misunderstandings” can
arise if such a card is presented, and
election officials “don’t know who
they are.”

Pashinyan to The Daily Telegraph

Continued frompage 1

to achieve implementation of these
points, ‘Pashinyan said.

Hesaid ifthere is political will (on
partof Azerbaijan). the Armenian gov-
ernment, as before, has the political
will to precisely go for peace in the
region and to sign a peace treaty with
Azerbaijan based on all previously
reached agreements..

Pashinyan recalled what military
strikes were carried out against Nagorno
Karabakh and, in fact, Nagorno Karabakh
was completely depopulated as a result
of ethnic cleansing.

He said there are analysts who
believe that Azerbaijan is retreating
step by step and abandoning the agree-
ments reached on international plat-
forms and with Armenia.

The Republic of Armeniaisready
to be as close to the European Union as
the EU deems it possible, Pashinyan
said, when asked whether the country
wants to move towards the EU and
whether it is reasonable.

” It is obvious that the relations
between Armenia and the European
Union are deepening and it is obvious
thatthe relations between Armenia and
the European Union are deepening,

including under the conditions and be-
cause of the implementation ofthe “Com-
prehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement”. But, of course, on the other
hand, it is obvious that the relations
between Armeniaand the European Union
are getting closer because, according to
the international community, we have
visible successes inimplementing demo-
cratic reforms.,” he said.

According to Pashinyan, this
nuance is very important for under-
standing the situation and many events
that are taking place in Armenia.

“We are not turning away from
anyone. We are implementing the mes-
sages received from our people. And
that message is primarily about demo-
cratic reforms. And democracy, demo-
cratic reforms, the development of a
democratic society are not agendas
caused by certain circumstances. |
have stated many times that this is a
strategy for us, and in my speech in the
European Parliament I stated that we
will continue the implementation of
these strategies, we will continue these
reforms. And I said that the Republic
of Armenia is ready to be as close to
the European Union as the European
Union deems it possible.,” the prime
minister said.



4

Massis Weekly

Dr. Talin Suciyan to Speak on Her New Book
“Outcasting Armenians: Tanzimat of the
Provinces” At Fresno State

L Outcastings

" Armeniansse

TANZIMAT OF THE PROVINCES &8

FRESNO — Dr. Talin Suciyan
(Ludwig Maximilian University of
Munich)) will give a presentation on
“Outcasting Armenians: Tanzimat of
the Provinces” at 7:00PM on Tuesday,
February 27, 2024, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, on the Fresno State campus.

This lecture will discuss the Ot-
toman Tanzimat era through the lenses
of'the Armenian Patriarchate Archives
along with the Ottoman Archives. It
will argue that while Tanzimat has long
been portrayed as a progressive period
that granted rights to all peoples of the
empire, when in fact it set the mold for
policies of oppression which pushed
Armenians out of their native lands and
would be reutilized time and again.
Among the various forms of oppres-
sion described by 19th century Arme-
nians from throughout the empire in
the Patriarchate Archives, a prominent
example is angarya, forced labor, which
was demanded by the local authorities
and power holders. Coupled with abu-
sive and oppressive taxation policies
instituted during the Tanzimat, Arme-
nian peasants were turned into migrant
workers; a phenomenon that heavily
affected Armenian families in the prov-

inces for the worse. This talk will
demonstrate that forced labor coupled
with abusive taxation was a tool of
Ottoman temporal and territorial gov-
ernance that continued to be imple-
mented throughout the 20th century.

Dr. Talin Suciyan is Associate
Professor (Privat Dozentin) of Turk-
ish Studies at Ludwig Maximilian Uni-
versity of Munich. Outcasting Arme-
nians: Tanzimat of the Provinces is her
recently published second book, which
was her habilitation thesis accepted by
her home university LMU Munich in
2019. She received her doctoral de-
gree in 2015 with her book The Arme-
nians in Modern Turkey: Post-Geno-
cide Society, History and Politics (I. B.
Tauris), which has been translated
into Turkish (Aras Publ., 2018), Ger-
man (De Gruyter, 2021) and will soon
be released in Russian too.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
with a parking code provided at the
lecture, in Fresno State Lot P6, near
the University Business Center, 5245
N Backer Ave., Fresno State.

The presentation will also be live-
streamed on YouTubeat: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesyoutube.

Four Armenian Soldiers Killed

Continued from pagel

bassador in Baku to denounce a moni-
toring mission launched by the 27-
nation bloc along Armenia’s border
with Azerbaijan a year ago.

Later in the day the Armenian
Defense Ministry released the names
of servicemen killed in the Azerbaijani

firing. They were identified as:

e Edward Hamlet Harutyunyan
(born 1974)

* Gagik Varazdat Manukyan (born
1982)

* Arsen Gagik Hambardzumyan
(born in 1979)

* Hrachya Talish Hovhannisyan
(born in 1957)

Russia Asking for Assurances

Continued from page 1

Armenia joined on February 1 this
year.

According to Pashinyan, the de-
cision to join the Rome Statute “serves
to enhance Armenia’s security. As for

the legal subtleties. I can’t make a legal
analysis at the moment, because this is
the work of lawyers,” he said.

Russia called the Armenian
parliament’s ratification of the Rome
Statute for joining the ICC an “un-
friendly” move.

Armenian Protection Act Introduced

Continued frompage 1

that they can be a trustworthy party in

peacenegotiations,” Rep. Pallone said.
Section 907 states that U.S.
funds “may not be provided to the
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AGBU Distributes 14,000 Heaters to
Artsakh Families in Armenia

YEREVAN -- Five months after
AGBU launched its massive warm meal
distribution effort for Artsakh refu-
gees in partnership with World Central
Kitchen (WCK), it has expanded its
humanitarian outreach with a warm
winter initiative. With the distribution
of 14,000 portable space heaters in
January alone, 60,000 displaced indi-
viduals can find added comfort in their
new dwellings.

"Now, as the seasonal frost sets
in, especially in the regions of Arme-
nia, we are rushing to lend another
helping hand to ease the day-to-day
burdens of the Artsakh community,"
explained AGBU Director of Humani-
tarian Programs Inessa Margaryan,
based in Yerevan.

Margaryan went on to say, "When
the humanitarian crisis started last Sep-
tember, we prioritized food insecurity
by preparing over 400,000 warm meals
and 28,000 food boxes for those who
had endured dire living conditions and
malnutrition for over nine months prior
to Azerbaijan's final phase of ethnic
cleansing in Artsakh. Now that many
evacuees are situated in various types of
shelters, many with inadequate heating,
the need for supplementary sources of
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warmth is more acute."

Distribution centers are organized
in collaboration with local municipali-
ties and town halls across Armenia,
where beneficiaries can pick up the
heaters on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Between November 29 and Feb-
ruary 3, 25 volunteers from all around
the world joined forces through AGBU
ACT (Armenians Come Together), a
service program that attracts diaspora
Armenians who wish to help uplift
Armenian lives through humanitarian
expeditions. The volunteers helped dis-
tribute some of the heaters during two
sessions of ACT.

Due to the outpouring of dona-
tions to the AGBU Global Relief Fund,
the organization not only has the ca-
pacity to provide practical solutions to
evolving needs on the ground, but also
to implement a multifaceted approach
to sustainable settlement for Artsakh
Armenians in Armenia. This currently
includes free health care and mental
health assessments, job placement as-
sistance, adult education and skills
training, plus therapeutic retreats for
traumatized children and their parents
at AGBU Camp Nairi.

Armenian and French Foreign Ministers

Continued from page 1

According to the source, Ararat
Mirzoyan and Stéphane Séjourné also
exchanged ideas on the Armenia-EU
partnership agenda. The Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia emphasized the intensively
deepening dialogue with the European
Union, which is also evolving in new
directions aimed at ensuring tangible
results for the citizens of the Republic
of Armenia.

Issues related to the security situ-
ation in the South Caucasus were dis-
cussed in detail. The Minister of For-
eign Affairs of the Republic of Arme-
nia presented to the French counter-
part the vision of Armenia regarding
the establishment of stability and peace
in the region.

Ararat Mirzoyan emphasized the
key principles in the process of regu-
lating Armenia-Azerbaijan relations,
particularly the importance of territo-
rial integrity and the inseparability of
borders, unconditional respect for sov-
ereignty, as well as the need to ensure
greater certainty to implement the fur-
ther process of demarcation based on
the Alma-Ata Declaration and the most
recentand legitimate maps of the USSR.

According to the source, the Ar-
menian Foreign Minister highly appre-
ciated the special attention and efforts
of France aimed at overcoming the
security challenges in the South
Caucasus, as well as establishing a just
and stable peace.

Ideas were exchanged on issues
related to regional transport and eco-
nomic programs.

Government of Azerbaijan until the
President determines and so reports
to the Congress, that the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan is taking demon-
strable steps to cease all blockades
and other offensive uses of force

against Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh.” In the aftermath of Sep-
tember 11, a conditional waiver was
added to exempt Azerbaijan from Sec-
tion 907 if certain criteria were met
and certified by the Administration.
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MARCH 6 2024

8PM - 10PM
1060 ALLEN AVENUE PASADENA, CA 91104.

FOR RESERVATION

CALL AT +1(626)681-9455

DONATION FEE
$45
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