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NATO Chief Supports Armenia’s Territorial
Integrity Praises Country’s Foreign Policy

YEREVAN — NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg commended
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan for
pursuing a “more independent” for-
eign policy and deepening Armenia’s
ties with the U.S.-led alliance when he
visited Yerevan on Tuesday.

“We support your sovereignty
and territorial integrity and we also
support your efforts to develop a more
independent foreign policy, which we
think is important,” he told Pashinyan
at the start of their talks.

“This is important for Euro-At-
lantic security as we face a more
dangerous world. Today, Armenia and
Azerbaijan have a chance to achieve
lasting peace after years of conflict.
That is why I call on the two countries

to reach an agreement that will pave
the way for the normalization of rela-
tions and lasting peace for your
peoples,” Stoltenberg said.

Stoltenberg arrived in the Arme-
nian capital on the last leg of his tour of
the three South Caucasus.

“Of course, we are interested in
deepening our cooperation with
NATO, and I hope that the Individu-
ally Tailored Partnership Program
for Armenia will be accepted as soon
as possible,” the premier told
Stoltenberg.

The NATO chief likewise ex-
pressed hope that the framework for
closer NATO-Armenia cooperation will

Continued on page 2

Massis Publishing Presents Academic Book
on the History of Social Democrat
Hnchakian Party

PASADENA -- On March 14,
2023, Massis Publishing hosted a book
presentation for the recently published
work titled "The Armenian Social
Democrat Hnchakian Party: Politics,
Ideology, and Transnational History."

Alison Ghafari, an Executive
Board member of the Armenian Coun-
cil of America, commenced the pre-
sentation by contextualizing the sig-
nificance of Massis Publishing within
the Armenian community. She out-

lined Massis Publishing's evolution
from its origins as "Massis Weekly," a
newspaper covering diverse perspec-
tives and news from Armenia and the
diaspora, to the present where it oper-
ates MassisPost.com and manages a
catalogue of Armenian music. Ghafari
emphasized Massis Publishing's ongo-
ing efforts to preserve Armenian his-
tory through the translation and pub-

Continued on page 3

Pashinian Meets Border Villagers
On Land Transfer to Azerbaijan

TAVUSH -- Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan met on Monday with con-
cerned residents of two villages in
Armenia’s northern Tavush province
adjacent to border areas which are part
of delimination process discussions
with Azerbaijan.

The statement prompted serious
concern from residents of several
Tavush villages that would be affected
by the withdrawal. The villagers say
they would lose access to their land,
have trouble communicating with the
rest of the country and be far more
vulnerable from Azerbaijani armed at-

tacks.

Pashinyan visited two of those
border villages, Voskepar and Kirants,
and spent more than three hours dis-
cussing the issue with locals behind
the closed doors. Speaking to RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service afterwards, he
said he repeated his assertions that the
areas in question are technically not
part of Armenia’s internationally rec-
ognized territory.

Pashinyan said that the meetings
had been completely video-recorded,

Continued on page3

The European Parliament Adopts
Resolution Proposing to Consider Armenia’s
Candidacy for EU Membership

resolution C€9-0163/2024

Resolution

STRASBOURG — The legisla-
tive body of the European Union pro-
poses to the executive power to con-
sider the possibility of granting Arme-
nia the status of a candidate for mem-
bership in the European Union.

“If Armenia is interested in ob-
taining candidate status and continues
on the path of sustainable reforms that
strengthen its democracy, it can be the
basis for a phase of transformation in
EU-Armenia relations,” said the reso-
lution jointly presented by the deputies
of the European Parliament, which
was adopted this evening by 504 votes,
with 4 against and 32 abstentions.

In the document, the European
Parliament calls on the European Com-
mission and the Council to actively
support Armenia in expanding coop-
eration with the EU, not only in eco-
nomic matters, but also in the fields of
security, political dialogue, and people-
to-people contacts.

The resolution, which is advi-
sory in nature and does not have bind-
ing force, nevertheless became the
first official response of the European
Union to the recent statements from
Yerevan about the desire to get closer

Continued on page4
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Armenian, Kazakh MFAs Sign
2024-2025 Cooperation Plan

YEREVAN --The Foreign Minis-
ters of Armenia and Kazakhstan Ararat
Mirzoyan and Murat Nurtleu have
signed the 2024-2025 cooperation plan
between the Foreign Ministries of the
two countries.

The program is important for
strengthening and adjusting Armenian-
Kazakh mutual cooperation, Kazakh
Foreign Minister said at a press con-
ference in Yerevan.

“A significant step was taken
today, which can give additional impe-
tus to Armenian-Kazakh relations. I
am confident that the agreements we
havereached will be fully implemented.
[ am ready to do everything on my part
so that our work in this direction con-
tinues,” Nurtleu said.

Armenia and Kazakhstan have a
chance to open a new page in bilateral
relations for the benefit of the two
countries, Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan said in response.

“Indeed, we are expanding the
bases of our cooperation, the high level
of our political dialogue testifies that the
necessary prerequisites are there. Our
trade and economic relations are devel-
oping dynamically,” Minister Mirzoyan
said, emphasizing that thereis stillahuge
untapped potential.

During a téte-a-téte meeting ear-
lier today the sides expressed willing-
ness to develop the relations and make
use of the untapped potential.

Ararat Mirzoyan stressed that
Armenia is interested in developing
bilateral relations with everyone — from
the American continent to East Asia.

“Of course, the relations with
Kazakhstan play an important role in
this vision, and I’'m glad to see the
same interest from the Kazakh side.
Today we reached concrete agree-
ments on the development of these
relations,” the Armenian Foreign Min-
ister said.

Armenia, UK Look at Ways to Bolster
Defense Cooperation

LONDON -- On March 19th,
Armenia’s Ambassador to UK, H.E.
Varuzhan Nersesyan met with Gilbert
Timothy George Lariston Elliot-
Murray-Kynynmound, the Earl of
Minto, Minister of State for Defense.

Ambassador Varuzhan Nersesyan
emphasized the importance of con-
tinuing to develop collaboration with
the UK, particularly in defense, under-
scoring Armenia’s unwavering com-

mitment to regional stability and peace.
Highlighting the positive strides in bi-
lateral cooperation, the Ambassador
referenced the defense consultations
between the Ministries of Defense of
both nations late last year.

During the meeting, the sides
touched upon avenues for bolstering
defense cooperation, reflecting the
shared resolve of Armenia and the UK
towards maintaining peace and security.

www.massispost.com
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MEPs Call on EU Leaders to Take Steps
Towards Protection of Armenian Cultural

STRASBOURG — A number of
Members of the European Parliament
have called on EU leaders to ensure
that EU takes active steps towards the
protection of the Armenian cultural
and religious heritage in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

MEP Miriam Lexmann wrote
about this on her official page of X,
attaching the contents of a lengthy
letter addressed to Charles Michel,
President of the European Council,
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the

and Religious Heritage in Artsakh

European Commission, and Roberta
Metsola, President of the European
Parliament.

“Armenian cultural & religious
heritage in Nagorno Karabakh is a
fundamental part of our common Eu-
ropean heritage.

This is why together with a cross-
party group of @Europarl EN col-
leagues we call on EU leaders to ensure
that the EU takes active steps towards
its protection”. MEP Miriam Lexmann
said in her tweet.

Armenia Sets August 1 Deadline for Russian
Border Guards to Leave Zvartnotz Airport

YEREVAN— Armeniahas given
Russia until August 1 to withdraw its
border guards from Yerevan’s
Zvartnots international airport, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said on Tues-
day.

Russian border guards have for
decades been stationed at Zvartnots as
well as along Armenia’s borders with
Turkey and Iran as part of close Rus-
sian-Armenian military ties. A senior
official announced on March 6 the
Armenian government’s decision to
remove them from the airport. It came
amid a continuing deterioration of
Yerevan’s relations with Moscow.

Pashinyan said that the demand
was formally communicated to the
commanders of the Russian border
guards in Armenia.

“They were informed that ... the
Armenian border guard service at
Zvartnots has gained enough experi-
ence and skills to carry out border
controls at the airport without the help
of the Russian side,” he told a news
conference.

“The deadline there is set for
August 1, 2024. From August 1, we
will perform the service on our own,”
he said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov confirmed that the Armenian
side notified the Russians about its
decision in a letter. He said that rel-
evant Russian and Armenian are now
engaged in “contacts” on the matter.

“I can’t say more now,” Peskov
told reporters. “Naturally, contacts at
all possible levels will continue.”

NATO Chief Supports Armenia

Continued from page 1

be worked out “very soon.” He also
praised Armenia for sending humani-
tarian aid to Ukraine last year. At least
some of that aid involved medication
supplied to Ukrainian military hospi-
tals.

“I welcome your solidarity with
Ukraine and call on all partners to do
everything in their power to prevent
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin from
winning his war of aggression,”
Stoltenberg said in a statement to the
press made after the talks with
Pashinyan.
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Armenia to Establish National Center for
Information Security and Cryptography

YEREVAN (Armradio) — To
strengthen the independent in the field
of information protection, the govern-
ment has okayed the proposal to estab-
lish a National Center for Information
Security and Cryptography State Non-
profit Organization.

In cooperation with the autho-
rized body coordinating the implemen-
tation of information security activi-
ties, the center will implement the de-
velopment of security norms for elec-
tronic management systems and infor-
mation exchange processes used in
state bodies, prepare appropriate meth-
odological guidelines and organize pro-
fessional courses, develop new soft-
ware solutions.

In addition, the organization will
carry out research in the field of infor-
mation security, will cooperate with
state bodies, including the authorized
body coordinating the implementation
of information security activities, and
sectoral (competent) organizations in
accordance with the procedure estab-
lished by Armenian legislation.

The Ministry of High-Tech In-

dustry will carry out the management
of the organization, coordinate all de-
cisions related to the organization with
the authorized body in the field of
information protection. The center will
be staffed with leading experts in the
field of information technologies with
professional knowledge and experi-
ence and will undertake the develop-
ment of appropriate solutions for the
protection and secure transfer of in-
formation stored, processed and trans-
mitted in the electronic management
systems used by Armenian state ad-
ministration bodies.

It will carry out research, scien-
tific research, works in the field of
information security aimed at obtain-
ing appropriate software and hard-
ware solutions, management of exist-
ing systems, increasing security, in-
formation protection and reliability of
protected transmission. At the same
time, the organization is entrusted with
the paid provision of solutions, prod-
ucts it develops, the funds will be
directed to the implementation of the
statutory tasks of the organization.

Mikael Vardanyan Donated Garbage Trucks
and Waste Bins for Masis Community

In the enlarged Masis commu-
nity the problem of garbage collection
will be completely solved.

Benefactor Mikael Vardanyan pro-
vided the community with a garbage
truck, a multifunctional waste collection
vehicle, 230 new waste containers and a
truck. Thanks to the provided financial
support, it will be possible to collect
garbage in Masis city and 26 neighboring
communities daily and fully. The total
budget of the program amounted to 117
million drams.

In December of last year,

Vardanyan donated modern medical
equipment of European, American and
Japanese production to the maternity
hospital of the Surb Grigor Lusavorich
Medical Center of the RA Ministry of
Health.

The maternity hospital already has
new neonatal incubators, a neonatal por-
table ultrasound system, a high fre-
quency neonatal ventilator, birthing, neo-
natal resuscitation and medical electric-
hydraulic operating multifunctional
tables, aneonatal electroencephalograph
and MRI patient monitoring system.

March 23, 2024

Massis Publishing Presents Academic Book

Continued frompage 1

lishing of extensive archival materials
of the Social Democratic Hnchakian
Party ("SDHP"), as well as its role in
developing SDHPArchives.org.
Manuk Avedikyan, the modera-
tor, recognized for his contributions to
history and the Armenian community,
including his current role as project
manager for the "California History

through the Armenian Experience" oral
history project and his past work man-
aging Armenian Genocide survivor oral
history collections at the USC Shoah
Foundation, introduced Dr. Der
Matossian, highlighting his academic
background and achievements.

Dr. Bedross Der Matossian, Pro-
fessor of Modern Middle East History
atthe University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
presented sections of the book during
the event. He provided insights into the
SDHP’s history, including its found-
ing members, motives, and the histori-
cal and political context of its incep-
tion. Dr. Der Matossian explored vari-
ous topics covered in the book, includ-
ing how it meticulously examines the
origins, ideology, and regional history
of the SDHP, with contributing schol-

ars investigating its role in 19th and
20th-century debates about socialism,
populism, and nationalism. Dr. Der
Matossian discussed the book's explo-
ration beyond Armenian matters, high-
lighting the SDHP's foundational Marx-
ist perspective and its significance in
revolutionary movements. Scholars in
the book drew on their expertise in
languages and histories, including Ar-
menian, Russian, Turkish, French, and

Persian, to study the party's emer-
gence, interactions with contempo-
rary political parties, and its role in
pivotal events like the Armenian geno-
cide and the formation of the first
Armenian Republic.

Importantly, Dr. Der Matossian
stressed, the book illuminates the SDHP’s
significance not only in Armenian histo-
riography but also in transnational revo-
lutionary movements. It explores the
SDHP's relationships across borders, its
ideological evolution, and the challenges
it faced in pursuing social change within
an independent united homeland and the
diaspora.

Following the presentation, at-
tendees asked questions ranging from
the SDHP’s historical significance, to
current political impact.

Pashinian Meets Border Villagers

Continued from page 1

and the video would be published, but
the parts that contain secret elements
would not be publicized.

The Prime Minister noted that
the most important was what he said
during the press conference on March
12.

“I also showed here the same
outline of Armeniathat I showed there,"
Pashinyan said.

Pashinyan replied to the observa-
tion that residents of the border vil-
lages of the Tavush region are con-
cerned about the possibility of being
blockaded if the so-called enclaves are
handed over to Azerbaijan.

"They told us about their con-
cerns and we answered those ques-
tions. Our approach is that there should
not be a question raised by people that
remains unanswered. If it remains un-
answered, it means that we do not
have a solution to the question," said
Nikol Pashinyan.

When asked if they had answers
to the residents' questions, Pashinyan
said that they had answers to some
questions. Regarding some questions,

[ told the residents that I came not only
to answer questions but also to collect
those questions and put them on the
government's table, to consider their
answers and return with a response.
There were questions, the urgency of
which I felt more profoundly and emo-
tionally on the spot," Pashinyan noted.

The most important thing, ac-
cording to him, is that the people's
concerns and security, should practi-
cally be proven on the ground and
substantiated by structural regulations.

Pashinyan noted that he had not
felt hopelessness among people during
the meetings.

According to some of the villag-
ers, Pashinyan failed to dispel all of
their concerns despite assuring them
that his administration has not yet made
a final decision on the matter and will
consult with them again.

“We said we have land holdings
over there,” one Kirants farmer told
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service. “He said
‘it’s part of our territory.” But if
[Azerbaijani] troops are deployed there
how will we go about cultivating our
land? How can he make sure that we
will be able to cultivate the land?”
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USC Marks Inaugural Armenian History
Month in April

ARMENIAN
HISTORY MONTH

USC

LOS ANGELES — The USC
Dornsife Institute of Armenian Studies
and the USC Armenian Students’ As-
sociation are excited to announce this
April as the inaugural Armenian His-
tory Month at the University of South-
ern California.

This series of month-long events
will mark a significant momentin USC’s
history, where students, faculty, staff,
and community members will come
together to honor the rich cultural
heritage, history, and contributions of
the Armenian-American community.

The calendar of events includes:

April 4, 1:00 PM Opening cer-
emony with President Carol Folt fea-
turing exciting performances and Ar-
menian cuisine

April 8, 6:00 PM Cultural Show-

case at the Trojan Grand Ballroom

April 15, 5:00 PM Lecture on
Armenian Genocide by Manuk
Avedikyan

April 17,7:00 PM Screening and
Q&A of Aurora’s Sunrise

April22,3:00 PM Armenian Lan-
guage Immersion with Dr. Shushan
Karapetian

April 24,7:00 PM Joint Armenian
Students’ Association Candlelight Vigil
atUCLA

We eagerly anticipate the partici-
pation of the community in making the
first Armenian History Monthat USC a
memorable and meaningful experience
for all.

Further updates, detailed event
schedules, and additional information
will be provided in the coming weeks.

Armenian Students Win 1 Gold, 2 Bronze
Medals at 9th Caucasian International
Mathematical Olympiad

YEREVAN --The Armenian team
won one gold and two bronze medals
atthe 9th Caucasian International Math-
ematical Olympiad, the Ministry of
Education, Science, Culture and Sports
informs.

The Olympiad held at the
Adygey State University in Maykop
on March 11-16 brought together
more than 160 students from 13
countries (Armenia, Peru, Belarus,
Bulgaria, Uzbekistan, Abkhazia,
Tajikistan, Serbia, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Thailand, Dominican
Republic, South Ossetia) and 18 re-
gions of the Russian Federation. The
Olympiad was held in two age groups:
juniors (9th and 10th grades) and
seniors (11th and 12th grades). The
Armenian team participated in the
youth age group.
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Armenia was represented by a
four-member team of the Artashes
Shahinyan Physics-Mathematics
School. 9th grade student Sargis
Arakelyan vlinched a gold medal, Elen
Keshishyan (9th grade) and Arman
Asatryan (10th grade) received bronze
medals, 9th grade student Grigor
Samvelyan received a letter of com-
mendation. The team was led by Narek
Mkrtumyan, a mathematics teacher at
PhysMath School.

Armenian students had won
four bronze medals at the 8th Cau-
casian International Mathematics
Olympiad.

The International Mathematical
Olympiad (IMO) is the World Champi-
onship Mathematics Competition for
High School students and is held annu-
ally in a different country.

March 23, 2024

NAASR to Host Hybrid Talk by Marc
Mamigonian On “Armenians In
Massachusetts, 1870-1924”

BELMONT, MA —The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will host a hybrid
talk by Marc A. Mamigonian, “Arme-
nians in Massachusetts, 1870-1924:
Establishing a Community, Building
Institutions,” on Wednesday, March
20,2024, at 7:30 pm Eastern/ 4:30 pm
Pacific.

Members of the community are
invited to attend this final event in
series of NAASR programs exploring
various aspects of Armenian-Ameri-
can identities, Exploring Hybrid Iden-
tities of Armenian-Americans in Mass.,
which is supported by Mass Humani-
ties under their Expand Massachusetts
Stories Initiative.

The webinar will be accessible
live on Zoom (registration required)
and on NAASR’s YouTube Channel.

In the under-studied area of Ar-
menian-American history, the decades
prior to the 1890s are especially murky,
as a tiny number of Armenians began
to form the basis for what would
become a more substantial and estab-
lished community; although the post-
1890s decades are hardly well-docu-
mented either. Since history, Arme-
nian-American history included, is more
than just a recitation of organizations
and entities, but is also made up of the
stories of individuals, this presentation
will combine family history with the
early history of the Armenian-Ameri-
can community in New England and
some of'its developing institutions as a

means to explore the early period of
Armenian-American history and iden-
tity building in Massachusetts.

Marc A. Mamigonian is the Di-
rector of Academic Affairs of the Na-
tional Association for Armenian Stud-
ies and Research (NAASR), based in
Belmont, MA, where he has worked
since 1998. He is the co-author of the
volume Annotations to James Joyce’s
Ulysses (Oxford University Press,
2022; with John N. Turner and Sam
Slote) and is the editor of the volume
The Armenians of New England (2004)
and is co-editor with Mary Jane Rein
and Thomas Kuehne of Documenting
the Armenian Genocide: Essays in
Honor of Taner Ak¢am (2024).

For more information contact
NAASR at hq@naasr.org.

The European Parliament Adopts

Continued from page 3

to the European family.

The European Parliament calls
on the leadership ofthe European Union
to support Armenia through the Euro-
pean Peace Fund to expand its security
area outside the CSTO and to counter
hybrid threats.

“We are fully aware of the level
and variety of threats that the Russian
Federation may try to use against Ar-
menia to punish it for its independent
political and strategic choices. The
European Union should be ready to
provide quick assistance to Armenia to
mitigate the negative consequences of
any such unfriendly steps,” said the
deputies of the European Union mem-
ber states.

Last month, this resolution was
preceded by a discussion in the Euro-
pean Parliament with the participation
of MPs and EU officials. EU Commis-
sioner for International Partnership Juta
Urpilainen announced at that time that
relations between Yerevan and Brus-
sels have never been so strong.

“The decisions taken by Armenia
in the past have led to political and
economic difficulties and dependence
in the security sphere, they cannot be
overcome overnight. But the clear po-
litical will of both sides will provide an
opportunity to move forward and
deepen and expand our partnership,”
said Juta Urpilainen.

The draft emphasizes that EU-

Armenia relations are based on such
common values as democracy, rule of
law, human rights, and fundamental
freedoms.

“The Republic of Armeniaisready
to be as close to the European Union as
the EU considers possible,” the resolu-
tion quotes the Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan’s address to the
European Parliament on October 17,
2023.

The proposed resolution also re-
fers to the events that took place in
Nagorno-Karabakh in September of
last year.

“On 19 September 2023, after a
nine-month illegal blockade of the
Lachin Corridor, disregarding its com-
mitments included in the November
2020 ceasefire agreement and Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) ruling,
Azerbaijan launched an offensive on
the remaining parts of the Nagorno-
Karabakh not already under its control;
whereas more than 100,000 Arme-
nians had to flee the territory, resulting
in NagornoKarabakh being almost en-
tirely deprived of its Armenian popula-
tion, who had been living there for
centuries,’’ the draft reads.

The resolution of the European
Parliament also mentions the continu-
ous threats of the Azerbaijani leader-
ship against the territorial integrity of
Armenia.

“The Azerbaijani army continues
to occupy approximately 170 km2 of
the sovereign territory of Armenia.”
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